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MSTMCT FUNDS.
To the Editor of the Wetleyan.

Rev. amo Dear Si*,—As the current eccle- 
y ear is hastening to its termination, I 

beg leave to call the earnest attention of our 
IBnisters and Members to the necessity of prompt 
and liberal action in Imp port of the contingent 
Fund, and the Supernumeraries' and Ministers' 
Widows' Fund for this District Much is de
pendent on the report* le be sent to the District 
Meeting, as to the result of the appeals made to 
our Wesleyan Friends in behalf of these objects. 
The first of these funds is to be devoted to the 
gradual liquidation of the heavy arrears due to 
the. Ministers of the District, for the assistance 
of poor Circuits, and to the extension of the 
work. The present income of the District for
bids the-reasonable hope of increasing the num
ber of labourers on some of the circuits now oc
cupied, and where additional agency is preamng- 
}y demanded. Further accumulation of deficien
cies cannot be borne by the brethren already 
suffering painful inconvenience from the with
holding of the sufficiently limited income to which 
they are entitled,—deficiencies amounting in se
veral individual cases to from Fifty to Eighty 
Pounds. Indeed, the Contingent Fund must be

*Ti=—\ or the number of our Agents will be 
diminished. I am persuaded that these facts 
need bat to be generally known to elicit a cheer
ful response to the applications about to be made 
in the Circuits respectively—a response which 
«1..I1 enable us not only to sustain our existing 
operations, but also to occupy new ground in 
compliance with most affecting appeals which are 
reaching me from various parts of die Province, 
whose inhabitants are perishing for lack of spirit
ual nutriment

Nor are the claims of the latter Fund less 
equitable or urgent During a period of more 
than sixty years, assistance has been benevolent
ly gjven by the Wesleyan* of the Parent coun
try, to establish and sustain evangelical agencies 
in the Nova Scotia District It were ungene
rous to require the continued appropriation of 
the Mission Fund to the extent required for the 
maintenance of worn-out Ministers, and of the 
families of those whose lives are devoted to the 
work of the Ministry here. The resources of 
the Parent Society are all in demand for the 
extension of the work of God in heathen coun
tries, and it were an act of injustice in us 
to continue to diminish those resources by throw
ing upon diem a burden which we are much 
more able to bear. The Methodist Church has 
existed in this District much longer than it had 
existed in England when, in addition to the 
maintenance of its institutions at home, it ex
tended its benevolent aid to this and other lands. 
Let us emulate the zeal and selfdenial of the 
early Methodists, and place ourselves at the 
earliest possible period in our proper position as 
a self-sustaining branch of the Christian family. 
And among our first movements in that direc
tion, nothing can be more appropriate, than to 
practically care for the widows and children of 
those who abbreviate die span of their earthly 
existence by ministering to our spiritual comfort 
and safety.

In the plan suggested for originating and sus
taining a Fund for this purjiose, the example of 
liberality set by the Ministers of the District can
not fail to influence beneficially all the right- 
hearted of our own people. The annual contri
bution of each Minister amounts to the sum re 
quired, by the average proposed, as class contri 
butions, from fifty members ; while the entrance 
fee payable by each is equal to the average 
class contribution of two hundred members. It 
cannot be that any person enjoying the bene
fits of their ministry can wrap himself in the 
mantle of covetousness, and refuse to assist an 
enterprise thus generously commenced. In re
ference to both these objects, the intelligence 
received from some of the Circuits, and the 
spirit manifested on my own, warrant the con
fident expectation that our efforts will, by the 
blessing of God, be crowned with success. But 
in order to this there must be general exertion, 
Each Superintendent must bring these matters 
fully before every Society under his charge, 
explaining their design, and commending them 
to their Christian oonsideration. The public

collections must be made for each of the Funds 
in every congregation, tliat all may have oppor
tunity to manifest their interest in the establish
ment and extension of the work of God,by these, 
as other means discouragement must be met and 
overcome by persevering diligence, and by fer
vent prayer to Him,who hath the hearts of all 
men in his hand. Individual timidity or ]Mirsi- 
monv in any particular locality, must not be jier- 
mitted to shut out from the opportunity to render 
assistance those who take correct views of con- 
nexional obligations. In classes embracing snch 
persons as are really too poor to contribute, the 
average can be made up out of the abundance 
of others, who are more favourably situated. 
Indeed, in reference to these, as to all other 
branches of our financial economy, all that is re
quisite to their success is, a suitable and intelli
gent conviction of their practical utility, and a 
disposition to sustain them. The homely adage 
will then assuredly apply, “ Where there is a 
will, there is a wag.” Nor can it be doubted, 
that correct apprehensions of duty, conscientious
ly carried out in supporting religious institutions, 
will be followed by more abundant supplies, both 
of temporal and spiritual blessings. “ There is 
that scattered) and yet increaseth, and there is 
that withholdeth more than is meet, and it tend- 
eth to poverty." “ He which soweth sparingly 
shall reap sparingly ; and he which soweth bount
ifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man 
according as he purpoeeth in his heart ; so let 
him give ; not grudgingly, or of necessity ; for 
God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able 
to make all grace abound toward you ; that ye, al
ways having all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work. • • • Being
enriched in everything to all bountifulness which 
canseth through us thanksgiving to God. For 
the administration of this service not only sup- 
plieth the want of the saints, but is abundant 
also by many thanksgivings unto God.”

Commending the topics embraced in this com
munication, and the scripture quotations just 
presented, to tlic thoughtful consideration of your 
readers,

I am,
Rev. and Dear Sir, 

v Yours truly,
Epiiraim Evans.

Halifax, Feb. 12, 1851.

WESLEYAN 8ERY1CES.
This week has been memorable for the im

portant and interesting services, held by The 
Wesleyan» of this City.

preparatory sermons.
On Sabbath last, agreeably to previous an

nouncement, Preparatory Sermons, in behalf of the 
Halifax Branch Wesleyan Missionary 
Society, were delivered in Argyle and Bruns
wick Street Churches. The officiating Ministers 
were the Rev. Matthew Richey, D. D., Pre
sident of the Canada Conference, the Rev. II. 
Pope, Senior, of Newport, and the Rev. T. H. 
Davies, of Horton, Secretary of the Nova Scotia 
District. The discourses were appropriate^ im
pressive, evangelical, and admirably adapted to 
advance the interests of the Missionary enterprise.

ordination service.
On Monday evening, an Ordination Ser

vice of jH'culiar solemnity, and distinguished by 
hallowed feeling, took place in the Brunswick 
Street Church. The Rev. George O. Hvestis, 
of Halifax County, and the Rev. Robert E. 
Crane, of Shelburne, who had respectively 
passed their term of probation creditably and 
usefully, and who had been received into Full 
Connexion at the last English Conference, were 
solemnly set apart to the Sacred Office of the 
Christian Ministry, agreeably to our usages, by 
prayer, imposition of hands, and other significant 
exercises. The Ministers, who engaged in tins 
important transaction, were the Rev. Ephraim 
Evans, Chairman of the Nova Scotia District, 
the Rev. Dr. Richey, and the Rev. Messrs. 
Bennett, Pope, Davies, McLeod, and McMurray.

After the opening of the Meeting by singing 
and prayer, the Chairman made some appropriate 
and highly interesting remarks, showing the 
various ijnd successive steps, through which can
didates were required to pass, in order to obtain 
a recognized status as fully received Ministers in 
the Wesleyan Church, as well as tho strong and 
efficient guards and checks existing to prevent 
improper persons from entering into our Ministry. 
He dwelt particularly on the essential and re
quired qualifications in every candidate : viz.,

Personal conversion, Christian experience, a divine 
call, gifts, fruit, and soundness in the faith.— 
These observations were listened to by the large 
assemblage with profound attention, of which 
they were justly worthy, as “they were calculated 
to prove, tliat, as a Church, the Wesleyans exer
cise a jealous and constant care over the character 
of those who aspire to take port in the Pastoral 
Office. The candidates were then required to 
give a Maternent of their conversion, Christian 
experience, and call to the ministry, which they 
did, in a manner, which must have satisfied those 
present, tliat their Brethren had not erred in the 
estimate they had been led to form of their Chris
tian principles, the sincerity of their motives, anil 
of the existence of other qualifications for the 
ministerial work. #

The Ordination Charge wâs delivered by 
the Rev. Dr. Richey. We regret we have it not 
in our power to present to our readers, in due 
form, this admirable Address, complete, or even 
in outline. We may, however, in brief, charac
terize it, as excellent, in the best sense of the 
word—chaste, simple yet sublime—distinguished 
by breadth and range of thought—richly imbued 
with evangelical truth—conveying clear, definite, 
and impressive views, of the nature, duties, obli
gations, res|x>nsibilities, trials, sujqiorts, and 
encouragements, of the Sacred Office — inter
mingled with suitable advice and direction to the 
brethren on whom had been so rocentlyvimposcd 
the solemnities of their Ordination Vows—and 
occasionally administering stern hut merited re
buke to prevalent errors respecting the office of 
the Ministry and the vital doctrines of Christianity 
—errors which were calculated to destroy the 
spiritual character of the one and to sujiersedc, 
and render inoperative the gracious tendencies 
of, the other.

The closing prayers were offered by the Rev. 
A. W. McLeod and the Rev. H. Pope.

The Chairman pronounced the Apostolic 
Benediction ; and the congregation dispersed 
to their respective homes, with their hearts, we 
trust, enriched with the abundant grace of the 
Eternal Spirit, and thankful to God for the 
perpetuation of a spritual, evangelical Ministry.

FEBRUARY Ï-
4. Moved by Stephen Fui tov v 

by the Rev. J. Mc Murray., ^ *Com!v'1
Tlmt the thank* of this Meetin* h. „=

C*er* and Collector* of this Branch w\î?0fli- 
vahiahle service* during the on*» vL fnr «heir «Tiber* and donor, who have^onWh^"' -lb. 
-inn that the following ■witleZeU*? •'*’ f,nU :

SM&SSEs-
committee.

Hm*. H. Starr, Wm. Fall.KlZ* **
ward .lost.

The above 
adopted.

Ed.
Resolutions

missionary anniversary.
The Anniversary of the Halifax Branch 

Wesleyan Missionary Society was held ill Bruns
wick Street Church on Tuesday evening last.— 
Notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather, 
and the slippery state of the streets, a large and 
respectable congregation was in attendance, 
which augured well for the interest taken in the 
all-important subject of Christian Missions.

The service was commenced with singing, and 
prayer was offered by the Rev. W. Bennett.

Judge Marshall, and old and long tried 
friend of the cause, ably presided over the busi
ness of the Meeting, and introduced the proceed
ings of the evening with a neat, comprehensive, 
and truly Christian Address;

The Report, which was exceedingly interesting 
from the numerous instances of success, in almost 
all parts of the extensive field covered by the 
Parent Society’s operations, it detailed, was read 
by the Rev. J. McMurray,

The following Resolutions were offered to the 
Meeting, by the gentlemen whose names are at
tached, and in the order in which they are now 
given :—
1. Moved by tho Rev. IIeXry Pope, seconded 

by the Rev. Dit. Crawley, supported by 
M. Richey, Junr., Esqr,
Tliat the progrès* made by the Wesleyan Missionary 

Society, and by other Protestant Institutions, in their 
scriptural effort* to evangelize the world, has been 
such a* should excite devout gratitude to Almighty 
Hod for his past direction and blessing, and encourage 
to persevering and believing exertion for the universal 
triumph of the truth as it is in Jesus.

2. Moved by the Rev. T. II. Davies, seconded 
by the Rev. M. Richey, D. I).,
That this Meeting, deeply deploring the state of those 

portions of mankind, who, destitute of the blessings 
which a pure Christianity only can confer, are misled 
and degraded by varied forms of superstition and sin, 
humbly resolves, in dependence upon the Divine pro
mises, to renew and increase its exertions to sustain the 
Parent Institution in the maintenance and extension of 
its benevolent operations.

3. Moved by the Rev. A. W. McLeod, seconded 
by the Rev. R. E. Crane; supported by 
S. L. Shannon, Esqr.,
That this Meeting, impressed by a conviction of the 

impotence of all merely human appliances to rescue 
the world from the dominion of error and vice, calls 
upon the lovers of the Saviour, to unite in more fre
quent and fervent prayer, for the more copious effusions 
of the Holy Spirit upon the Church at large, and spe
cially upon the labours of Christian Missionaries.

*Pre unanimous'v

Wo feel ourselves incompetent to describe tl 
excellencies of the various speeches delivered 2 
the occasion The opening address of the Rev 

Mr. Tope, gave a good tone to the Meetin.' 
which was maintained to its termination to 
Crawley and Dr. Richey require no culom 
they are known, and well known, as “ worknT 
that need not be ashamed "—their speeches were 
argumentative and eloquent. Mr. Richey, Junr 
acquitted himself creditably. We notice tfo 
young gentleman’s effort with the more pleas,* 
as it is his first appearance on a Missionary pUti 
form liefore a Halifax audience. Mr. Davies's 
playful allusions served to excite a cheerful spirit 
in the minds of the interested hearers. Mr 
Shannon improved a few moment* in making 
some excellent remarks, and, glancing at nre- 
ceding references, passed a just tribute of com
mendation on the character of a “ Missions rv 

Lawyer.” Mr. Fulton justified the Committee <if 
the Parent Society, and showed the impaesibüitr 
of a mal-appropriation of the Funds without de
tection. Altogether we regard this Anniremrv 
as one, which will bo productive of beneficial in- 
fluence in the metropolis, on the interests of oor 
great and growing cause of Missions.

The Meeting was closed with singing, and hr 
the pronouncement of the Benediction by the 
Rev. E. Evans, a few minutes after 10 o'clock.

The Collections are in advance of those of 
last year. - -

THE PROGRESS OF THE GOOD CAUSE.
Our columns, in this number, devoted to Cor

respondence, will be read with great interest by 
those who delight in the extension of Christ’s 
Kingdom on earth. It is with no ordinary plea
sure that we insert the communication of oor 
esteemed and tried friend, the Rev. R. Knight, 
Chairman of the New Brunswick District. The 
scene of the gracious revival he records, is asso
ciated in our mind with many fond remembrances, 
and, we would be devoid of all natural and 
Christian sensibility, were we not to rejoice at the 
especial manifestations of divine power and love 
so graciously vouchsafed to the labours of out 
ministerial brethren in St John. Hopewell is 
also witnessing a revival of religion ; a Circuit on 
which wc travelled years ago—where we formed 
many sincere Christian attachments, and of which 
we can at the present say, that the lapse of time 
has caused no abatement of our concern for the 
spiritual welfare of its _ people. The gracious 
visitation on Maitland Circuit is at once a source 
of encouragement and joy, a pledge, we trust, ot 
a more general and extensive work. May the 
abundant labours of all our Brethren be crowned 
with that success, which, we arc persuaded, is an 
object of tlierr most ardent aspirations, as it « of 
their unwearied toil. “ Cast thy bread upon the 
waters : for thou shalt find it after many days.

THOUGHTS ON METHODISM.
In this number appears the last, as yet récri

ves!, of a series of Papers, under the heading if 
“ Horir Wesleianica, or Thoughts on lletkotli**1- 
Enquiry has been made as to their authorship 
accompanied with expressions of gratification oc
casioned by their perusal, aud with an earnest 
wish that the numbers might be extended.— 
Without pledging ourselves to every sentiment 
advanced by the well informed and talented 
author, we have no hesitation in saying that they 
are worthy of more than a cursory reading, an 
we invite the writer more, frequently to emp oy 
hia pen in furnishing articles for our column* on 
the same, or kindred, or more general, topics-

SABBATH MAILS.
Stephen Fulton, Esqr., M. P.P-. »* &*** 

ing of tho thanks of the religious public and


