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I'E SERMON !“t increaging in fervor.
And if there be no increase in
spirituality among Christians, this
| world will soon become a place
where little true piety exists. The
| history of many countries tifies
| to the truth of this assertion. It
| shows us how for years the people
| of certain countries had made little
| spiritual progress ; thus off
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The result was that others directly from
called in to take their places, | through attendance
These former invited ones went their | different ;
way, occupied with different worldly through the pastor
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pportunity of

great blessing they were allowing
to slip by. church during the
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their way, wrapped up in secular
pleasures and occupations. These
invitations of God are destined, if
they had freely responded to them,
to fit them more and more for the
great banquet in heavenly
kingdom, after their worldly
pilgrimage. God will not force
them to accept these invitations, or
to respond to these aspirations ; but,
possessed as they are of free will,
He wishes them freely to accept

DEATH

There is an old saying, attributed
to many authors, that the Catholic
religion may not be an easy religion
to live in, but is a good religion to
die in. Bishop Vaughan in the Irish
Ecclesiastical Record demonstrates
the truth of the second half of this
saying by interesting examples
| drawn from hisown observation and |
what He suggests. They but too|from the history of Catholic death-
often abuse their free will, by |beds.
rejecting the favors lm\“d*d for | olics have faced the adventure of
them by their Maker ; and, like the | death is one of the best arguments
invited guests of today’s Gospel, | for the truth of our holy religion,
they devote themselves to and a source of consolation to all
th vng ¢ This substitute for | mortals who must one day pass into
God nquet may not be sinful | their eternity. ;
in many but even where it Death is a punishment justly in-
is not, that which is gained by per- .
forming it is nothing compared to
the merit they would have earned
by following out God’s wishes.

It no surprise to the faithful
pastor in God's Church that
many of his people, apparently good
and pious, do not make progress in
the spiritual life. The same faults
they were guilty of years ago they
commit today ; the sacraments are
not frequented by them any more
than they were formerly ; no greater
interest taken in church affairs |
now than was taken when, perhaps,
the Church was needed less to meet
the spiritual needs of her children.
But this not all. We see
who do not even practise their
religion, as they did some years
ago. It very difficult, in fact
practically impessible, to remain at
a standstill in religion for any great
length of time. To gain heaven we
must perfect ourselves on earth.
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sin. Therefore it is but natural
that man should stand in some fear
of it. But it has been remarked as
one of the merecies vouchsafed by
our Heavenly Father, that this fear
which persists as long a man is
in health, generally disappears
when death actually approach
Cardinal Manning’s ¢ xplana tion
| of this phenomenon is this. ** So
long as God intends a man to live,
He instils into Him the fear of
death ; when He intends him to die,
He mercifully thdraws this fear
8o that most people at the very last,
leliver up their souls into the hands
of God as peacefully and as calmly
as a healthy child composes himself
to sleep.”
St. Teresa found that
harder to suffer than to die. Indeed
Teresa like St. Paul and other
saints in whom the love of God had
grown strong that they longed
We are not fit for heaven unless we | ““ to be dissolved and to be with
do this. Now, those who do not | Him ' had a fear of life rather than
carry on this perfecting process are | a fear of death.
not doing Ged’s will ; and whoever | “ When Cardinal
fails to do God’s will soon retro-|on his deathbed,”
grades in spiritual things. Hence Vaughan, ‘‘ he is reported to have
it is that great numbers in many | said that he had no misgivings, but
parishes have fallen from their | felt full of joy, * like a schoolboy
former height in religion. going home.” The great theologian
This loss of fervor is often noted | Suarez during life had an almost
not 80 much in the backsliders | abnormal fear of death, yet when it
themselves as in their children ; and | was actually on him, he smiled, as
from the conduet of the children | he exclaimed, ‘I little H.nvxght how
we are almost always justified in | sweet a thing it is to die.”’
concluding regarding the present
action of their parents. How often
pastors will note a lack of respect |
for themselves in the children of |
those who once gave the priest the
deference rightly due him ; again, | our Divine Lord. ‘What,’
a proper respect for the Church and | claimed, ‘afraid to meet Him Whom
sacred things is wanting. 3ut the | I have served and labored for,
change is noted especially in regard | during the past forty years,
to their conduct in the world. | Who charity itself? Certainly
Practically no restraint is put upon | not ; I would be much more afraid
the child ; it catches the spirit of | to meet the Provincial.’ ”’
liberty that floats over this land, Death may be regarded from two
and, too often, regardless of right points of view, as a punishment of
and wrong, propriety and impro- | original sin or the especially
priety, the child is swayed by it.
It is true that times are changed,
and very often parents are heard
to say that they wish their children |
to enjoy more liberty and freedom
than was given to themselves. This |
is, no doubt, a good thought ; but
they must not forget that unbridled
children will make sensual men and |
women later on. And a child is
to be trained not for this world |
alone, but first of all for God. The
spirit of the world and the spirit of |
God are in a state of conflict ; and
it should appear evident to any
parent that, where the child is
given complete worldly freedom,
the spirit of God will not find
resting place in its soul. Parents
should not be deceived nor carried | What indeed
away by a false worldly way of | voice of the Bridegroom,
thinking in these matters. ']'h(‘y | His spouse, the redeemed and glori-
ever should be conscious of God’s | fied soul, to the heavenly nuptials.
eternal , command to train their | When the cold sweat of death be-
children God-fearingly, and they | dews the brow, and the last moments
should realize that the man of ‘unl approach, and the ear grows insensi-
the best citizen, and the one|ble to all earthly sounds, it will
most respected by the worthy part | open to the silvery echoes reaching
of humanity. | it from another Land; and the
It is necessary, particularly at | departing soul will ery out in the
the present age of the world’s|hidden depths of itsbeing: ‘Behold,
existence, that people listen to and | my Beloved speaketh to me: Arise,
heed Ged’s invitation. Things that | make haste, my love, my dove, my
distraet from God and religion are | beautiful one, and come. Winter
mere mumerous than they were in P(the winter of sin and
days gone by; and but too easily | "Pil'i“ll] bleakness and barrenness)
will the person not particularly now past; the rain (the
cautious b ;ome blind to the need of trial and
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sublime destiny. Considered
the first point of view it is
natural that we should fear death
and dread its approach, but from
the second we should look forward
to it as to our friend and deliverer.
A holy man once wrote that
‘““ although it be in anyone’s power
to deprive thee of life, yet nobody
not even the uncontrollable violene e
of kings can deprive thee of death.’
“To the soul in grace,”” concludes
Bishop Vaughan’s consoling reflec-
| tions, ‘* free from all attachment to
gim, what is death but the flinging
open of his prison gates, the break-
ing down of all earthly barriers, |
and the setting of the (apti\'t‘ free ?
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Rome
crude
motion
productions

of ecertain
boycotting of
pictures, and theatrical
that fail to obsery
certain standards, and the inaugur
ation of a campaign for
modest lress were among
suggestions made at the
national Congress of {
Women’'s Leagues, held here

week. Cardinal Merry del

presided at the first meeting

Fashions in women's attire were
discussed at length at the confer-
ence and it was decided
much as Paris is a wo
center, a committee of
drawn from the highest society
that city would be formed
instructions to watch the evolution
of fashions and urge
in consonance with the
Christian womanhood. This com-
mittee will communicate with
member branches throughout the
world whenever concerted action is
necessary.

Certain dances said to have
originated in America were severely
criticized at the session which
recommended a return to classical
national forms.

The Holy Father celebrated
at the opening of the Congress.
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THE CAUSE OF CRIME

AND CRIME WAVES

o e

How to stop the erime wave
just now a favorite subject of popu-
lar discussion. Remedies innumer-
able have been proposed ranging
from the drastic to the absurd. All
have this saving grace that they are
well intentioned, but most hs the
same vital defect, that they fail to
touch the real root of the evil.
They are palliatives rather than
cures

Years Pope Leo XIII. said a
wise thing about crime and its
remedy. It deserves wide publicity
at the present time. .\p.mﬁny of
the evils existing in his day, which
were similar to the evils of the pres-
ent day, the Holy Pontiff declared
with the brilliance and force that
characterized all his utterances,
““they who strive by the enforcement
of law to extinguish the ever grow-
ing flame of popular passions, strive
indeed for what is right and just ;
but they will labor with little or no
result long as they obstinate
reject the power of the Gospel and
refuse the assistance of the Church.
These evils can be cured only by a
change of principles, and by return-
ing in public and private conduct to
Jesus Christ and to a Christian rule
of life.”

The Chris
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n rule of life
upon authority. Whether the
modern world likes it or not, this
| truth must be faced. The flouting
of authority is the root from which
spring crime and crime waves.
And the beginning of rebellion
against authority, the great plague
| of modern social life, goes back
three centuries, when the so-called
reformers substituted the principle

rests

| of private judgment for authority |

in religion.

Since then, age succeeded age,
and generation followed generation,
each disgarding bit by bit the ves-
ture of duthority,
human life should be clothed, until
| today, it is but a thing of shreds
and .patches. Individualism waxed
| strong and powerful, and popular-
| ized the f fallacy that the individual
is a law unto himself, responsible to
no God and to no master. L'nmu-
guently today the State, the family,
and society are struggling against
‘ the current to hold above the sub-
merging tide of individual caprice

the standard of obedience to law-
| fully constituted authority.
| It is imperatively necessary for
| mankind to abide by the laws and |
| ordinances of duly constituted
| authority. But how to make men
| realize and act

the question for eradicators of ecrime

| waves to consider. Will it be by
preserving the fiction of individual-
| ism popularized by the sixteenth
[ century, or will it be, as Pope Leo
| has pnmtml out, by a change of
principles and a return to a Chris
tian rule of Life ?

The Catholic Church teaches that
authority comes from God. Author-
ity, as its name implies, that
| which is possessed by an ‘‘author”
| or ereator. God is the author of
the uniyerse, amd-possesses author
ilt\ Parents are authors of their
| children and possess authority, the

civil power derives its ‘mthunt\
| from God, the author of all. To
despise legitimate authority in
whomsoever it may be vested is to
oppose the Divine will.

“Tribute to whom tribute is due,
custom
whom fear ; honor to whom honor”
says St. Paul, “‘and they who r.~.<m
purchase to themselves damnation.’
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modifications |

with which all |

upon this truth is|

to whom custom ; fear to |

brook any authority however lawful
18 becoming more und more a
modern attribute among the
younger members of society. To
what elge can we attribute this than
to the rejection of religious instruc
tion, the blotting out of the name of
Ged from education, the irreligicus
and soul withering atmosphere in
which 8o many young people 'nd
their early and most impressionable
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in a society that
fruits a crime wavy
and they have not
been slow to read the handwriting
wall. Will they imitate
ostrich and bury their heads in
sand until disaster overtakes
will they take the advice of such
apient observer and wise physi
ian  of weial evils as Pope l-“
X1I1., and apply his remedy, chang:

their principles and return to Jesus
and to a Christian rule of life.—The
Pilot
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Most Rev. George W
ein, Archbishop of Chicag
the Vienna Catholic Press Associa
tion, Herold, to send him
valuable historical document—an
original letter of St. Charles Bor-
romeo, m'rm Archbishop of
Milan. letter dated
November 18, 1566, and is signed
by the great Saint himself and bears

his seal.

Archbishop Mundelein
leader in work of gathering
some $15 in cash and about
$75,000 worth of food and clothing
for the relief of the starving people
of Central Europe in 1920 and 1921.
A generous share of this material
assistance went to Austria.

The Saint’s letter was adc lrv«.qul
to Cardinal Paliotto. It contains a
confirmation of the receipt of the
synodal regulations then lately
1ssued, together with a report of
the inspection made in the diocese
of the Saint on the Swiss frontier.
It is to be that during the
lifetime of Charles Borromeo
the synods had been

and formed the
of a revival of the
Church, especially through the sup-
port given by the great Saint
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s letter, of great
from the v

history, hs

importance
ewpoint of ecclesiastical
not previously been
now appears in print
for the time. It was obtained
in Italy Vienna municipality
during the life of Dr. Karl Lueger.
It was presented this great
leader of the Catholies,
and at the time ayor of Vienna,
as a memento of his patron saint.
The following inscription appears on
the front page of the document :

““To the Most Illustrious and Most
Venerable, my worthy friend, the
Lord Cardinal Paliotto.”” Then
follows a short summary of the con-
tents written in Italian. The Eng-
lish transl

tion of letter the
following :

Most I1lustrious
Reverend, Highly Esteemed Sir
Together with the letter of Your
Most Illustric Magnificence, dated
the twenty-third of month, I
have received your synodal stipula-
tions, which I found great pleasure
in reading, :.n“ [ was fully satisfied
by the same. sh ould like to know
regarding them whether Your Most
Illustrious Magnificence hasob tained |
the votes of the Synods or whether |
they have been issued by himself
and of his own accord.
| I agree to all material require-
| ments qualified as being indispens-
able in every church. It is quite
good thus. Having the intention of |
making up a similar list, I shall use |
yours, not only tosave time but also |
for the sake of greater security. |
By imitating the form which is a |
result of your wisdom and experi-
ence, more chance exists that it will
turn out well. For all this I offer
my thanks to Your Most Illustrious |
| Magnificence, requesting you
‘ln send me those two newly
| lished writings about the celebra- |
tion of Mass, though they may not
| be your own work.

I have returned from my
| inspection, lasting two months,
| through those parts which seemed |
to be most in need of it ; that is, in
the mountainous districts towards |
Graubuendten. Thank God,
perfectly satisfied on account of the |
piety which becomes manifest
among the people, in spite of the
fact that their neighbors are |
| heretics. I now shall supervise the
| Provincial Synod and inspect the
“mrishu.\, making arrangements for ‘

holding the Synod of the Diocese.

Upon this I humbly send my respects |
to Your Most Illustrious Magnifi-
cence. |

Your Most Illustrious and Right |

Reverend Most Devoted Servant,

C. Car DINAT BORROMEO

November I.y, 1566.
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| The last words,
Servant,”” and
Saint’s  own
| remainder was
| secretary.
The precious document, which is
! still in a very good state of preser-
| vation, is accompanied by a letter
’ | addressed to Archbishop Mundelein
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““The success of the loan, Your
Eminence h¢ Juuh\ gaid, proves the
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which is the center of souls, the
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THE VALUE OF WIT

Wit gives to life one of its best
flavors ; common sense leads to
immediate action, and gives society
its daily motion ; large and com-
prehensive views its annual rota-
tion ; ridicule chastises folly and
imprudence, and keeps men in their
proper sphere ; subtlety seizes hold
of the fine threads of truth ; analogy
darts away in the most sublime
discover feeling paints all the
exquisite passions man’s soul,
and rewards him by a thousand
inward visitations for the sorrows
that come ithout,—Sidney
Smith :
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