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be had forged. The ald cf the
princes remained too important for
him, just ae he In furn had beopme
an invaluable neset to the lords who
under the wgis of his New Evangel
plundered the churches, robbed
monasteries, and depleted for their
own rlotous excesses the ancient
funde sccumulated for purposes of
charity and religion by the successive
generations of the Faithtul,

Luther's greatsst dieappointmen?,
however, wae to see the application
of his own methods by other sec
taries. Here, in fact, we come upon
one of the strangeet peychological
phenomena in history., Although he
openly acknowledged the difficulty of
private interpretation there can
hardly be any doubt that Luther
enltirely decsived himeelf into the
beliet that once men had rejected
the ancient Faith they would all
invariably interpret the Scriptures
in precisely his own senge. Only the
evil-minded would fail to do &o.
Private interpretation, ne conceived
by him, would imply nothing mors
than that all men must now read out
of the Scriptures exacily what he
bad read into them, Hence bis vio-
lent denunciation of all seolaries
who differed feom him as “heretics,”
“sanatice,” and ‘'blasphemers,”’ guilty
of an unpardonable sin againg! the
Holy Ghost.

If the same self delusion did not
exiet on the pard of his fellow sec-
tarviee, they at least fully shared
with him the inconeistency of perse
cuting those who presumed to follow
a private interpretation different
from their own. Wherever a prince
or a municipal council could be found
fo adopt the new creed they at once
gel themeelves to the task of inter-
dioting, banishing or delivering over
to execution such as followed their
own principle of private interprata-
tion. Unfortunately, it wae eseldom
difficult to find municipal councils or
local rulers who had not long been
greedy to find a suitable pretext for
seizing upon the goods of the Church
and of the poor. Religion was of
but slight importance in determining
such actions. The condilions which
now aroge are admirably described in
an editorial for the Luther quadri-
centenary, that appeared in the Pro-
testant Episcopal organ, the Livirg
Churoh :

“The Bible,” said Luther, "belongs
to all, and o far a8 is necessary for
salvation is clear emough, but also
dark enough for souls that pry and
peek to know more" (quoted in Beard,
Hibbert Lect., p. 124.) Zwingli and
Calvin both cordially acguiesced ;
but when Luther and Z wingli tested
the dootrine by their greatly differ-
ing teachings concerning the Holy
Communion, Luther obgerved thal if
other people did not see things as he
did it was their own fault, while
Zwingli took refuge in calling names.
Then both of them fell on the Ana-
baptiets and the Socinians, both of
whom cordially accepted the same
“Bible only” principle, yet reached
conclueions radically different from
those of either Luther or Zwingli
and then fought with equal violence
againgt these otherse who did not
deduce the fame results from their
reading of the Bibla. The doctrine
has run its course through four cen-
turies and bas produced the rational-
ism which so greatly characterized
the German theology of the day
before Germany fell, and which led
to that divorce between theology and
morals that crealed tha super msan
and the whole Nistzachean phil.
osophy. (April 15, 1921.)

As o striking example of this spirit
let us tnke the man most familiarly
koown perhaps among all the
Reformers nfter Luther, the man of
whom Michelet wrote in the tenth
volume of his ' Histoira de France:"
“It in any country of Europe there
is a cry for blood and for a man who
willtorture, burnand murder that man
ie at Geneva, rendy and willing. Hs
will begin by giviog thanks to God
and singing songs in his praise.” It
is Calvin, of course, to whom he
refera,

With a feeling of terror and
revuleion we read of the imprison-
ment, trial and execution of Servetus
brought about by Calvin., The former
had denied the myatery ol the Trinity,
but his great crime was that he had
openly attacked the teachinga of
Calvin, Cast into prison by the
Intter's efforts, he lay there for
weeks upon the foul straw of his
dungeon, infested by vermin. When
he prayed at last for the charity of
being supplied with a shirt and some
linen, the city council was willing to
offer this slight reliet; bat Calvin
induced $hem to refuse it. From the
pulpit he thundered againel his
victim until he had compassed the
condemnation of the unheppy man.
“When the prison doors were
opened,” says J, M. Stone, “the
people saw a flgure like a corpse
coming towarde them. His hair had
grown quite white in his dungeon;
he looked like & very old man,
though he was not quite forty-five.
Some of the faces of the crowd were
wet with tears.” As the poor wretch
cast himself upon the ground betore
the stake at which he was fo be
burned and pititully bit the dust,
Farel, the Calviniet minister, shouted
to the crowd: “Behold him in the
hands of the devil, who will not let
him go.” Here, in flne, is the con-
cluding ecene as given in Stone's
thoroughly documented work, “Re.
formation and Renaissance: "

“The feet of the sufferer were soon
buried in flames, while his head was
enveloped in sulphur and smoke,
through which his lipe were seen to
move in prayer. When the fire
renched his face, a ferrible rattle was
beard in his throat so that the
people standing around shuddered
with horror. Some of the men,
moved with pity, ran to help the
executioner suffocate him with burn-

ing loge. One more sound iseuned
from the midst of the pile, "Jesues,
Son eternnl, bave pity on me!l”
Then all was still, and Calvin closed
the window at which be had been
pitting to watch the last agony of his
hated victim.” (pp. 885 886.)

Zwingli, too, the third of the groat
trio of reformers, knew how to mnke
use of the city magistracy to pro-
mote his own form of religion in the
canton of Zurich, while the greed,
licentiousnees nnd cruelty of Henry
VIII. are evfllciently mnotorious.
Under Edward VI. the Reformation
ftself was promulgated in England.
It was finally established under
Elizabeth, Mr, Arihur Penty, in
“A Gildeman's Interpretation of
History,” thua skelches the course
ef evente from the viewpoint of a
eritic with neither Catholic nor Pro.
testant affiliations:

“The Protestant religion,” says
Cobbett, "was established by gibbete,
racks and ripping knives,” A series
of mots of Parliament were passed
which by degrees put down the
Catholle worship and reintroduced
the Protesiant form ees it existed
under Edward VI, Catholicse were
compelled to attend Protestant
worehip under enormous penalties,
and when this ect failed an act wae
paseed cogpelling all persons to take
the oath of supremacy, acknowledg-
ing her [Elizabeth| ingtead of the
Pope supreme in epiritual matters
on pain of death, Thus were thon
sands of people condemned to death
for no other crime than adheriog to
the raligion of their fathers, the re.
ligion, in fact, in which Elizabeth
herselt had profeseed to believe until
she became queen and had turned
ogaingt it, not ferom contcientious
motives, but from considerations of
convenience. ' Elizabeth,” eays
Cobbett, “put, in cne way or another,
more persong to death in one yesr,
for not becoming apostates to the re-
ligion which she had sworn to be
hers, and fo be the only true ons,
than Mary pat to death in the whole
of her reign. . . Yet the former is
called or has been ca'led ‘good Queen
Bees,' and the latter ‘bloody () aeen
Mary.' " (p. 188.)

That severe penaltiee were at
times inflicted upon heretics by
Catholic princes, although not by the
Church herself, we well know. Yet

much ie made of a few notorious |

instances that have been proved to
be purely political. And when all the
evidence is taken for the time of the
Reformation iteelf, it will bs found
that & far larger liberty exieted in
Ca'holic regions, while the spirit of
persecution wae intensely bitter in
all the countries of the Reformation.
Catholic princes, it must be remem-
bered, were never given theocratic
power which Luther bestowed upon
bhis princes. Against the Oatholic
contentione, the case of Queen Mary
is often cited as an extreme example.
Of her Mr. Penty says :

“ Mary was a devout Catholic.
She sought the restoration of the
Roman religion and the suppression
of the Protestant eects to which the
leading reformere and plunderers be-
longed. Altogether, 286 persons were
put to death during her reign. Some
of these may have been martyrs to
their opinions, but the majority were
the ecoundrels who had plundered
fthe monasteries and who had sought
by treachery to destroy the Queen
herself.” (p. 179))

All in all, no reasonable historian
can refuee to acoept Dr. Crem's con-
clusion that : “Politically and soci
ally, the inevitable outcome of the
Rsnalssance and Reformation was
abeolutiem and tyranny, with force
a3 the recognizad arbiter of action.”
That much we may consider as
eetablished boyond any doubt.

But there is still one fact #o which
gpecial attention muet be given.
Nothiog is more clear than the con-
finual defense on the part of Catho-
lic philosophers and theologians
of the dootrine of popular supremacy
and government by consent during
the centuries immediately praceed-
ing and following the Reformation.
It was to this stricily Catholic doc-
trine, to which the nations of the
earth have again returned in modern
daye, that the Reformation rought fo
give the death -blow. Congregational
iets, it is true, still preserved the
old Catholic guild traditions ; Pari.
tans, Covenantere, and the Calvinsts
for a time drew rimilar ideas from
the writings of those two great Cath.
olic spokesmen of demooracy, the
Jesuits, Suarez and Cardinal Bellax.
mine, But it was the Reformation
that originated and supported the
dootrine of the Divine right of Kings,
while the “Conferences” of the
Jesuit Father Persons, with their
defense of demooratio principles,
were credited by such writers as
the ultra.royalist Seller, in 1690,
with being the pestiferous source
“whence most of our modern enem-
ies of the true rights of princes have
borrowed both their arguments and
their authorities.”” Government by
congent, acknowledged in the Middle
Ages and espoused in principle by all
the leading writers in Catholic times,
was stamped out by the Reforma.
tion, and in the "“spacious days' that
followed it was almost universally
regarded as the " damnable dootrine
of the Jesuits.”

So it came aboutl that the ideals of
popular government were killed out-
right by the Reformere, and State
and Church alike were delivered,
shackled, into the hands of auto.
oratic rulers, who were faught to
invoke a Divine right. The prince
wae to declde the religion of his sub.
jeots, Luther had given the author-
ity tor this, although he meant such
powers to be used by Lutheran
princes only., But men were more
logical than that. Politically and
economically, the poor peasants were
everywhere rendered more helpless
than before. Invarious Reformation

countries they were again reduced to
praotical elavery or serfdom. The
oity workers, too, fared woree than
ever, ne the greatest English Protes
tent autbority upon this subject,
James E. Thorold Rogere, repeatedly
shows in his many volumes, Auto.
ceatic capitallem was intrenched
with a ruthless power. Little chil
dren were worked in the mines from
fourteen to sixteen hours under the
lagh of thelr drivers, and pauper
children were taken from their
parents and hired out in gange like
slaves nnd transferred to distant
miniog centere. Yet the Reformed
religion ralsed no voice againet these
criminal proceedinge. With the
absorption of the goode of church
and monastery, or guilde and pious
foundationsé by the newly Reformed
autccracies, pauperiem, in ite true
sense, for the flret time made its
leprous sppearance. The movement
for popular rights that followed in
more modern times was nol an cut-
growth of the Reformation, but o
reaction ngalost these resuits, In
all ite best expressions it ie purely a
return to Catholic, pre Reformation
principles.

—

TARDY AT MASS

Many people are falling into the
deplorable hebit of being late for
Mage. With some it follows from
irregularity in their methods of
living. They have never disciplined
themselves. There meals are never
taken at regular intervals. They
have no stated hour for rising or
rotiring. They have no idea of
punctuelity.

It they have an appointment with
another they do not scruple to make
him waste his time walting in vain
for them. If they go to work they
are continually being fined for late
comers or, flying in at the last
moment, are ubterly unpreparad to
begin their tssk with the proper
composure and so waete sinfully
their employers’ time, If they have
to catch a train they usually migs
the one they aimed at an have to
page their time amid the usually
unattractive surroundings of a wait
ing room unconcerned as to the
amount of anxisty, delay and trouble
their failure will cause at their
ultimate destination. They are
humean drift wood and would have to
be remade to be reformed.

With others this obnoxious habit
gprings from preesumption. In their
homes, at their work, in coffice, ehop
or echoolroom they are models
because subject to personal super-
vision and serutiny. The watchfal
eye of an immediate superior being
eliminated they play upon the
indolgence of the Unseen God.

Othera still are steering close to
the wind. They appreciate the
difference between moral and venial
sin and have the little learning that
ie fatal. They know the dividing
line between fulfilling the obligation
and not falfilling it. So they go on
trifling with God, not remembering
that he who despises little sine ghall
fall gradually into the greater.
Their service of God is not prompted
by love but fear,

Another and a dieraputable class
is madse up of those who deliborately
calculate to arrive after the instruc
tions or sermon, and eo delibacately
expose themeslves to the danger of
committing mortal sin,

Then there ara those with whom
the hearing of Mass is eimply a
matter of routine or environment and
who are indifferent as to any sin.

At the back of the minds of all
theee i a perceptible decay of Faith,
If they really understood the Mass
and believed in it; and if, further.
more, they had an adequate idea of
the weight of God's command to
worghip Him publicly and their
obligation to oorrespond to that
precepf, we are sure that they woul
not insult Him or flout His order.
To be late for Mass in greater or lese
degree is by that degree to profese
dullegt of Faith. As it is by Faith
we live, euch dullness is a mark of
lowered vitality, says Oar
Visitor,

I{ might bs added that the late
comers are usually the firat to rush
out of the house of God before the
laet prayere are flnished.—The
Monitor.

HOLINESS

A noted spiritual writer gives the
following simple and easy measures
of attaining sanctity in every.day
lite: To do a little better every day.
Do not try to do more, but better.
An attempt to do more otten hampers
us, wearies us, and makes us con-
celted, but the attemp? to do better
only satiefles. Let wus say, for
example : Today I will eay euch a
prayer with more attention, I will
perform such a duty more carefully,
or I shall be more gentle with some
friend or relative. Resolve wupon
one amendment and faithfully carry
it out.

To take up our duties vigorously
in a whole -hearted way. A eaint
used to eag,: ‘It is easier then to
accomplig! them with better
humor.”

To give a little time to recollec-
tion each day. A few moments
gpent in prayerful meditation every
morning, in order to arm ourselves
for combat and labor during the day.

To be lege anxious for news and
uselessinformation. Idle knowledge,
a desire to know what some indi-
vidual has done, what he thinks, or
what he has snid of us, a deeire to be
fired to give news, an esger seeking
for news, talking only to display our
information—these, and acte of like
nature disturb the soul, fill it with
idle vanities, and leave ib far behind
in the path of sanctity.
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To vieit the Blested Sasrament
more frequently., Visit Our Lord
every day for s few moments, go to
Him ae & counselor, to ask advice,
a8 & king and faithful friend to whom
we must say a word of thenks. We
always feel the cffects of a vieit to
the Blesged Sacrament; and soms
times in moments of diccoursgament
it suffices to go to the door of the
church to feel one's heart strength.
ened.

To work with energy, but avolding
over-eagerness. Acd eslweys with
reflection. Saints never do anything
by bhalves. They flaish everything
even to the lnst letter of the word.

To multiply scts of kindness,
These nre coin with which we pur.
chase heaven. Let us not despise
the most insignificant; it ia just
these we should multiply : they cost
g0 little and are hardly noticeable.
They are the pennies; they seem
insignificant, but if we faithfully
gather them we soon become rich.
Oar argel guardians are appointed to
gather all our kind, coneidarate,
obliging acts and bear them to
heaven where they are rolling up
interest for us.—The Sentinel of The
Blessed Sacrament.

——————

GRIEVOUS EVILS
AND DOWNRIGHT REMEDIES

On all sides one haars lamentation
a8 loud as it is late over the
endangered morality of the rising
generation. Even the writers for
the society columns cf the secular
press are confessing themselves
appallied nt the low moral stendards
to which women are coneenting and
which young girls are employing
in their relations with the men of
their acquaintance.

To find the remedy is far more
difficult than to point out the cause,
which is obviously the failure of
parental authority. The world has
long sneered at the sheltered cave
which the Catholic Church claims
a8 the sacred duty of fathers and
| mothers in the reariog qf a Chrietian
| tamily. The contempt of that
game world hae long been extended
to the cffice of chapsron, now praoti
cally obeolete, or at least considered
as a quaint, mediaeval practice
curiously surviving dmong gentle
folk of the Latin racee.

} Unquestionably the aititude of the
|
|

world has been strengthened by the
enfrance on so large a somle of our
women into the indastrial
| Finally, salso a factor not (o be
| ijgnored has been the sentiment
| taleely ascribed to a moiern spirit
| of independence—that a girl iz quite
1 as capable as a man of “taking care
of herself.”
|  The substratum of truth in these
| last two reaeons has dieguised the
| evil of the world's promptings in
'ithia matter. There are few people
| now in a position to know the state
| of public morality, who onre not
willing to admit that grievous con
| dition of the evil is made mamfest
| in, the dress and conduct of many
girls and young women al the
present $ime,
of undress of women on the dance
| floor, the brazsn love-making even
on public highwaye, the unchaste
intimacy between boys ani
with no thought of courtship or
marriage, these are conditions to
which no one charged with public
welfare can be indifferent. They
are conditions indeed which are the
gerious concern o! every God-fearing
citizen, of this republic. Certainly,
they are the obvious business of all
preachers of the Gospel of Jesus
Chriet.

Catholic parents can plead no
excuse of ignorance when the
shadow of such reproach falls on
their home and on the daughter of
their house. The epirit of the world
is indeed insidioue, but in season
and out of eeason, the Catholic
Church has voiced the solemn warn-
ings of her divine Founder against
this grievous conlagion. The great
body of people outside the Catholic
Church, whether by education or
prejudice, has long disregarded her
monitiops of this danger which is
today so readily acknowledged as a
reality. The Catholic parent, how-
ever, who has allowed the lure of
faghion, the call of passion, and the
oraving for the world's excitement
to supplant the dictates of both
religion and common eense and to
gsubvert the divinely ordained control
of their children’'s oconduct, must
indeed be conscious of a failure so
texrible a8 to rob of peace their
declining years of this life and make
heavy with dread the hour of their
summong %0 the judgment seat of
God.

With what succees this worldly
gpirit makes its way among our
Catholic young people is most
pitifully poxtrayed in the conduct of
some who have had every advantage
of Catholic education and eplendid
opportunities of Catholic culture,

wor'd.

The suggeetive etate |

girle |

and who, moreover, eeek
becoming frequercy the grace and
help ol Holy Communion, and yel
are known to vie in the ex'rava
goance of their costumipg and the
shamelessness of their dancing, with
the psgan worldlings who have
never known the inepiration cof
Catholic friendship with our Lord
and His Virgin Mother.

Grievous evils requirs downright
remedies. These Catholic girle sham-
ing Christian eduostion, briuging
reproach upon the Catholiocname and
its high standard of malden modesty,
must return to the consecrated rules
of right llving or be prepared to
hear their condemnation, lest the
taint of their bad example spread
evil and be used by the enemies of
religion to the gesat detriment of
goule, Parents should take heed in
time lest the sorrow come to their
home of the censure of the Church
of God. The Church ie a tender and
long forebearing Mother, but must
always take thought nnd menns fo
protect from the infection of evil
those still obedient to her voice,
Thoee, thersfore, who will not hear
her cnnvot be spared once they
become a menace to the innocent
nnd a threat to the fair name and
honor of Catholic virtue.—Catholic
St .ndard and Timez.

————

REBUKE BOLSHEVISM

The outatending feature of the Ital
ian election wae the eevere rebuke
administered to Bolsheviem in Italy.
The fear of turther spread of revolu.
tionary doctrines in Italy which was
s0 alarming a year ago has now dis
appeared, and the hopes of the
Soviets for confrol of another Euro-
pean counfry have bsen effectively
ghattered. Next in importance was
ths succesa of the Popular or Catho-

with |

she {8 glving evidence that the hered
itary genius of her
historlal race, purifi:d by COatholic

enduring

lic party. The Catholic membership
in the Italian Chamber of Depnties
fias been inoreased from ninety-nine |
toons hundred and nine.

Steady popular progrees and dem-
ocratic ideels have made great head- |
way in Italy. In this happy consum-
mation of Italian hopes and aepira
tions no one is deserving cf so greal |
credit ng Our Holy Father, Pope Ben-.
dict XV. From the very begioning,
His Holiness has stendtastly oppesed
the wave of revolutionery doctrine
tha!t threatened to sweap over Italy.
In his encyclicals, addresses, and
letters, he has pointed ount the folly
of violence, urged a closer union
between employers and workers, and
impressed the Catholic populace of
Italy with true Christian goclal prin.

faith, will pley an important part in
facing the
world today, the reconstruction on a
eocial order.

the fremendous tuek

firm foundation of the
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His letter to the Bishop of Bergamo, !
his addrees to the Catholic Women |
of Italy, his counsels on frequent |
occasions to the Italian people in |
times of grave crigie, have had their |
effec), and the success of the Popular |
party and the triumph of democratio |
ideals in the Italian elections are a
tributs to the vieion and flrm adher-
ence to the fundamental principles
that have characterized the lustrous
Pontificate of Pope Benedict. Today |
in Italy there is evident a respect for
religion, for the family and for
properiy, and a resolute opposition
to materialisw, to divorce, and to
Socialism in all its forms,

It should hearten the world long
wearied by the apparently succassful
eweep of Sovietism in other Euaro-
pean countries, to receive the news
from the Italian eleotione, that
anarchy bas lost and the cause of
order has won, Italy ‘'with her
thirty filve millions of psople is now
in a strong position, She has
emerged triumphant from war, and
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