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of the Middle Ages"” (page 9)
Of Benedictines specially :

Their general character was, and con-
tinned throoghout the Middle Ages to be,
that of wralthy and learned bodies;
influential fromtheir  broad POSSes -
siong, but still more influential from i
the fact that mnearly all the liter
ature. and art and science of the period was l
{0 be found iu iheir body. sy were good
landlords to their tenants, good cultivators
of their demesnes ; great patrons of architec-
ture,and sculpture and painting: educators of
the people in their acgools; gaalers of the
gick in their hospitals : great alms-givers to
the poor ; freely hospitable to travelers; they
continued regular and constant in their re-
ligious services; but in housing, clothing
and diet they lived the life of temperate gen-
tlemen rather than of self-denying ascetics.
Doubtless, as we have said, in some monas-
teries there were evil men whose vices
brought disgrace upon their calling ; and
there were some monasteries in which weak
or ?if'ked rulers had allowed the evil to pre-
vail.

© But,” as Maitland adds:

“ That there ever was truth in the coarse
and filthy abuse heaped vpon the monastic
order as a body by some who were forward
in the business of the Reformation is what I
SUPPOSe Never was believed by anyone who
had a moderate knowlede of fact.”

And Cutts even says:

“Wa are not defending thy principle of
monasticism: it may be that, with the altered
eircumstances of the Church and nation, the
day of usefulness of the monasteries had
passed, But we cannot restrain an expres-
sion of indignation at the shameless,reckless
manuer of the suppression. . he mag-
nificent churches were pulled down, the
libraries,of inestimable value,were destroyed,
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