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THE TRUE WITNESS

(By An Oceasional Contributor.)

Last week we had occasion to set
the Rev. Dr. Hackett right, if he
gere willing to accept that which‘as
clear as?the sun, upon- the question
of the Church changing her teach-
ings, or adding new doctrines to her
5§e{;dy accepted dogmas. There is
no need, now, to repeat those argu-
ments. We wish to come directly to
nis statement that the idea of an
jnfallible teacher is contrary to
Seripture, to history and to reason.
We claim, and without the slightest
fear of contradiction, that the sa.me
teaching is in perfect accord with
all three—Scripture, history and rea-
so]?;)r the present we will only d»eal
with the first of the three —leaving
for another article the second n.nd
the third. As it is customary w1.th
those who enter upon controversial
subjects to start out with a text,
we will accept those that the Rev.
gentleman has himself indicated —
that is to say:

In St. Matthew, xvi., 18,lour Lora
said, “Thou art Peter and on this
rock T will build My Church;”’ in St.
Luke xxii., 81-32, He said: ‘‘Simon,
Simon . . . when thou art con-
verted, strengthen thy brethren,’’
and in St. John xxi., 15 to 18, He
gave the triple command, * Feed
My gheep.’”

Then in addition we will remember
that Christ, speaking to Peter, said:
«Teach all nations * * * whatso-
ever 1 have commanded you, and lo!
1 am with you until the consumma-
tion of the world.”” He promised to
send them the ‘‘Holy Ghost’’ to en-
lighten and guide them and  their
He established a body—

SUCCESSOTS,
called a Church—and left it all the
necessary powers for the fulfilment
of its mission.

It is beyond all question that
Christ, being God, could not do
things by halves; He could not
leave an institutron insufficiently

that

equipped to perform the work
He had prescribed for it; He could
not leave a representative on earth
who would be devoid of certainty in
his actions. If there is a body, and
that body is living, it must have a
soul. The soul is God, is OChrist
Himself, is the Holy Spirit come to
enlighten and to sanctify that body
But the soul of man is not visible, r.o
more is the soul of the Church. The
members and parts of the body are
.all visible. And the first and essen-
tial one is the Head. It may have
more than: one limb, more than one
arm, more than one eye to take in
the horizon around and before it :
but it can have only one Head, and
only one tongue in that ‘Head-. The
Head of that body is Peter, or his
ruccessor; the tongue of that body—
when speaking as a teacher on mat-
ters pertaining to faith and morals—
is the tongue of Peter or of his suc-
eessor, !
Christ did not tell Peter and his
disciples to go forth and to write
down doctrines, to read for the na-
tions of the earth that which had
been written. He ordered them to
breach, and by preaching whatsoever
He had commanded, to teach the
world! And He promised to be with
them for al] time—that is to say to
be with them when preaching. And
they all should take their teachings
from the Head, or from the visible
. Tpresentative of the Invisible Head,
Consequently,  when speaking in
Christ’s own name, and from the
throne of Peter, it would ‘be , abso-
- lote blasphemy to suppose that the
Visille Head could err. If it wero
‘ossible for him to b misled, he
© ®Udin turn mislead others; and to
~ 8y that Christ left a Church  on

earth that could, under any circum-
. fance, mislead ‘men, would be sim-
- M to deny the Divinity of Christ.

~ When dealing with this subject from
. te standpoint of reasos

' have been the necessity
anting perpetual life in this
world to the first Vicar of Christ. It
it were the desire of Christ that His
words said to Peter should not pro-
duce any effect beyond that one indj.

W

|vidual, as head of the Church, it

would have followed that either Pe.
ter should have lived on through the
ages, or else that Christ had no
meaning, or worse still, a false
meaning in what He had said. It is
clear that the alm of Christ was to
perpetuate the life of His Church,
but not that of any particular mem-
ber thereof—be He the Head or a
mere organ of lesser consequence,
The only conclusion to be drawn, is
that the powers conferred on Peter
passed to his immediate successor,
and thence down through the ages,
from Pope to Pope, until the pre-
sent Pontiff was reached; and that,
when the present one dies, the same
powers will go on from successor to
successor, until the last Pope hands
back to Christ, at His second com
ing, the same keys that He gave to

St. Peter, on the occasion of His
first coming to earth.
Seripture sufficiently  establishes

these potent facts; reason demands

that the conclusions flow from the
premises, and history confirms the
perpetuation of those powers and
the unbroken chain that binds the

present Pontiff to the first Vicar of
Christ on earth.

But there is a perpetually misun-
derstood phase to the question of in-
fallibility. Be it misunderstood pur-
posely, or otherwise, it is neverthe-
less a difficult in the minds of those
who dognot study carefully the sub-
ject. This is the confounding in the
non-Catholic mind of infallibility
and impeccability. The former means
that the one possessing it cannot err
—under certain given circumstances,
of course; the latter means that he
cannot The difference is an
abyss that cannot Be bridged. The
two are absolutely apart — as far
apart as any two things can be.
The former is enjoyed by the Pope,
in a restricted manner, and when
accompanied by certain well-defined
circumstances; the latter he does not
enjoy eny more than does any other
mortal.

sin,

Impeccability belongs to no man.
The Pope can sin, and popes have
sinned; but he is nonetheless infal-
lible for all that. The Pope may

even have grave temptations in mat-
ters of faith, and succumb to
temptations, and accept doctrines
that are not in “accordance with
truth, and be heretical; and vet he
is infallible all the same. This may
sound strange; but this will all be
made clear when next week, we lay
before our readers the conditiofis
that must exist in order that infal-
libility should exist. If the Pope
errs, it is as an individual man, if
he sins, it is as a human being with
a free will and free action. But the
moment he speaks, under the influ-
ence of the Holy Spirit, and declares
as Head of the Church, the decisions
of the Church’s councils, he cannot
err. He then speaks in the name of
the entire body of which he is the
Head, of Christ wno is the soul of
that body, and he is shielded from
error by the very Spirit of Truth
presiding over the councils of the in-
fallible Church. He is no longer the
exponent of individual views, no
longer the expression of private
judgments; he is the mouth-piece,
pure and simple of the Son of God.
Nor has hig learning or other qual-
ities aught to do with hie infallibil-
ity. Peter was originally an unlet-
tered fisherman, and yet, the moment
he became filled with the Holy
Ghost, the gift of languages came to
him, and in the fires of Pentecost he
received the boon of infallibility.
The Pope that reigns to-day is a
statesman, a scientist, a philosoph-
er, a poet, a genius—as far as hu-
man gifts are concerned—but he is
not one whit more infallible as a
teacher of dogma, when speaking ex-
cathedra, for all that. And were he
not. possessed of any one of all these
grand gifts, he would not be one
whit the less infallible. Thus infal-
libility does not mean what some
non-Catholics pretend—a power to
nv'om ‘error in all matters. On the
contrary it is confined within very
stricted lines, and with this we will
al in a coming issue.

such
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The Protestant
Positien on
Religions Rducation.

—

While the views expressed herein re-
present the convictions of the lead-
ing Protestant divines in the nation-
al capital only, they reflect, without
question, the sentiment of the edu-
cated and thinking body of Protest-
ants in the country, For some time
they haveslooked with sadness and
apprehension at the terrible havoc
the secular schools and universities
are playing with their young

men,
and the conviction is slowly being
forced upon them that the Sunday
school, good as far as it goes, is not

a force strong enough to inculecate g
faith that will save the average child
from infidelity in his maturer years.

Judging from the earnestness with
which some of the ministers express-
ed themselves, one can not help com-
ing to the conclusion that Protest-
ants, when they once see the neces-
sity of daily religious training for
their children, will make even great-
er sacrifices than Catholics to attain
this end. And these sacrifices will
have to be vastly greater if they are
to - be made for denominational
schools, for they have no Orders of

Religious. Besides, in many places
they would have to maintain union
schools, supported by several

churches, where. individual churches
are not strong enough to support a
school.
would have to be reached as to the
religious matter to be used in the
school. This would require the yreat-
est sacrifice of all, a concession in
matter of belief. Even this
insurmountable difficulty
met and one Baptist minister, Ii'r
Meador, thought it quite an £uSy
matter to arrange a Bible history
that would be acceptable to all. It
i® quite certain that if the principal
Protestant denominations would a-
gree to demand that a half hour be
devoted to religious instruction every
day in the public schools, that such
a demand would be heeded, especial-
ly if the attendance at such
gious instruction is not compuls )y
Protestants love their children ac
much as Catholics, but on this
ject of religious education they huve

In such cases an agreemont

almost

could bhe

reili-

heen careless. Dr. McKim, rector of
Exphiphany Episcopal Church, and
one of the men of influence and

weight in this city, is a strong ad-
vocate of religious teaching in the
public schools, believing that
means could be and should be devis-
ed to give the children who dl1l‘ll(|'
the public schools daily religious in-
struction. In his sermon last Sun-
day he alluded to this subject, tak-
ing practically the Catholic view of

some

this question. In connection with
the Episcopal Cathedral a schoul,
called the cathedral school, and in

some respects, like one of our paro-
chial schools, is in operation and is
attended to its full capacity by the
children of different Protestant deno-
minations, Episcopalians predomin-
ating. Miss Ethel Roosevelt, the
daughter of the President, goes to
this "school. 1

The Quakers also conduct a large
and well-attended school in. the fash-
ionable part of the city, but the ro-
ligious feature of the institution is
not as strongly developed as at the
Episcopal School. Rev. Dr. Geeene,
the pastor of the largest Baptist
church in Washington, and a man of
culture. and mental breadth, said
that the Baptists were alive to the

dangers of a godless education, ana
that they would gladly join in any
movement tending to preface the

daily secular course with some reli-
gious exercises and instructions, pro-
vided it did not conflict with the es-
tablished policy of the Baptist
Church to keep the functions cf
Church and State separate.

The Lutherans who have a
parochial school in this city have
taken strong ground on this ques-
tion, and are in full sympathy with
this movement. It would seem, iu-
deed, that with a few earnest men
in charge of, this movement 1}‘e.dif
ferent Protestant bodies would cheer-
fully fall in line and attain the right
t0 open the daily publie schonl
course with some form of religious

jarge

i stion agreed upon among them-

selves, wi same right granted

event was honored

AND CATHOLIC CHRONIOLE,

nual thanks to God for the Dlessings
received during the Yyear,

There is no doubt that the won-
derful growth and success of the
Catholic barochial schools have had
the effect of opening the eyes of the
thinking Protestants, pointing  the
way to true education, and demon-
strating what can be accomplished
in the face of tremendous obsracles
and difficulties.—Catholic News Ag-
ency.
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DEATH OF FATHER McBUCKIN

The death,
Rev, F
has

at Vancouver, B.C., of
ther McGuckin, O.M | S i gt
The
priest .hiad heen in failing health for

been announced, reverend

some time back, and the end  was
not totully unexpected. All over Can-
ada Father McGucekin - was  well
Known, and during the years that he

was rector
tawa, he

of the University of Ot-
had won for himself a fine

reputation as an educationalist., e

Was a native of Cookstown, County
Tyrone, Ireland, where he was |'<)I;I
sixty-eight yvears ago. He came to
Canada in 1863 shortly after he had
been ordained, as a member of the
Oblate Order of Mary Immaculate

He commenced his priestly labors in
the Northwest, where he spent sever-
al years working in the cause of re-
ligion and education, as a misgion-
ary. his stay there he
in chayge of several colleges,
the

owing to the part he took in pacify-

During was

and
came prominently before publie,
ing the miners during the

gold fever

Cariboo
in the early sixties. He

was transferred to Ottawa in 1889,
being appointed rector of the Uni-
versity, which office he held until
1898, when he returned to the West
In 1890 he was made the recipient

of the degree of Doctor in Theology

During his residence in Vancouver

Father McGuckin was connected with
several houses of the Oblate Order,
and was instrumental in eregting the
finest church in the West, that of the
Holy Rosary, which was built at a
cost of two hundred thousand dol-
lars. He was principally  noted
wherever he went as a spiritual di
rector.and in Ottawa, he will long he
remembered by hundreds who sought
his dircction and advice. He was of a
kindly warm-hearted disposition,
and a great lover of the young, the
poor, and the unfortunate—and thoese
loves are his crown to-day. May his
soul rest inepesce,

Pastoral of
Admistrator of Manila

—
For some weeks past we have
published extracts from the masterly
Pastoral Letter of Bishop Alcocer,
Apostolic Administrator of Manila,
being extracts from the New York
‘“Freeman’s Journal’s’’ translation.
This week we give our readers an-
other eloquent passage as follows:—
Chastity and purity of manners are
also excellent means for the preser-
vation in our souls of the holy
Catholic faith, The Gospel pro-
claims as blessed ‘‘the pure in heart,
for they shall see God” (St, Mat-
thew v., v. 8). This purity of soul
and cleanness of heart cannot Le ob-
tained except by the means of faith
and through the grace of the Holy
Spirit (Acts of the Apostles, chap.
xv.,, v. 9). We read in Ecclesiastes
that women and made
apostates even of the wise (Fccles.,
chap. xix., v. 2). Solomon, the wis-
est of men, furnishes us with a sad
proof of the truth of this statement
(Eccles., chap, <‘ix., v. 47). Ample
confirmation of it will also be found
in the lives of almost all heretics,
from Simon Magus to the latest
heretics of our own days. The heart
is the mirror of the supernatural; if
it be clean, all is seen clearly, but
if it be dominated by sensual pas-
sions, it is impossible for it to per-
ceive supernatural truths (I. Epistle
of St. Paul to the Corinthians, chap.
ii.,, v. 14). ¢ \
Humble and constant prayer is the

wine have

| him, said:

“If thou canst believe,
are possible to him that
believeth” (St, Mark ix., v. 21-26).
And immediately the poor father,
bathed in tears, exclaimed: ‘“ Lord,
I believe; help Thou my unbelief.’’
The Lord heard his supplication and
the father became o faithful believer
and his son was delivered from the
The example of thig good
father should
all who are wavering in the faith.
But to believe and the
truths and maxims of the Christian

all things

enemy,

inspire confidence in
practice
doctrine it is necessary

study them well,
are,

to know and
All true Christians
in conscience, obliged to
well the Catechism,

know
that golden book
which is an abridgment of the Holy
Scriptures, code,  All

languages and dialects of the

and a divine
word
have their catechism or
al of the truth.

have this small

short manu-
All Christian should
resume of  wisdom,

not only on their bookshelves, but

also in their memory, undersranding
and heart, The knowledge of the
Catechism is the sateguard of reli-
gion, just as ignorance oi it is for
all a proximate occasion of falling
into heresy.

Fathers of families, tutors and
those intrusted with the care  of
children, masters and preceptors, all
adults, and especially those who hold

influential positions where they exer

cise authority, should remember that
Justice and charity impose upon them
the obligation of instructing, edu-
cating and bringing up the vouth
according to the teachings and holy
morals of the Catechism® We beg of
them in the name of God and for
the good of their souls that they
leave nothing undone that our vouth
may enjoy the knowledge and the
holy fear of God Let them see  to
it that the young of hqth sexes at-
tend Catholic schools and the tem
ples of the Lord, in order ' that by
means.  of  teaching and preaching
they may learn the Catechism, the
true text of the science of salvation
which is the most necessary of all
Sciences

IN THE SPRING.

Nature Teaches a Lesson That
Tired Exhausted Men and
Women Sheuld Follow.

The spring is the season when mna
ture prepares Yor summer All tac
trees and plants are filled with now
sap to build and brace them up to
withstand the coming hot
Without new sap in the spring
plant would wither and die bencatn
the midsummer sun. It is the swne
with men and women, All physictans
are agreed that everyvone necds g
fresh supply of new blood in the
spring. Without the new blood ou
would be s helpless in the sunimer
as a tree without new sap.

this season is a

What
tonic to give you new blood, and the

vou need at

has
Pink
rich,

medical scicace
Williams'

makes new,

very best tonic
discovered is TDir,
Pills.

blood,

Every pill

red braces the nerves and
heada hes

overcomes all weakness,

backaches, indigestion, loss ol appe-

tite, skin eruptions and otaer irouv-
bles so common in spring. This is
an established fact, proved by thcu-

part of the worid.
Oxdr:ft, Ont
would

sands in every

Miss A. M. Tuckey,
know what
had it not been
Pink Pilis. My
turned to wat-

“I do not

say
have become of me
for Dr. Williamns’

blood seemed to have
er and I was troubled with diy/,mm\,m
headaches and nervous prostration. i
I couid hardly go
thet |

got so weak that
about! and notwithstan i g
was constantly doctoriag
until 1 using r.
Pink They completely
cured me and back
all my old-time health an ! <trcugth
Wh;lt these pills have one for
Miss Tuckey and thousands o
others they will do for you Thiy
will make you bright, vigorons and
strong. Don’t take a substituta nes
any of the ‘‘just as good as’’ niedi-'

1 ot To
hegan Wil-
Pills,

have

relief
liams’
given me

cines which some dealers push ie-
cause of a larger profit. Sece  that
ns' 1ink

the full name ‘“‘Dr. Wilki;
Pills for Pale People” 18 found on
the wrapper around every box. If in
doubt, send direct to the Dr. Wii-
liams’ Medicine Co., Brockville,
Ont., and the pills will he mailed at
50 cents a box or six boxes for

$2.50.

CATHOLIC POET WINS.

N —

bits of the
True Cross,

——————

That well-authenticated
the true - cross
treasured in New

relics of
of Nazareth are
York is not gener-
ally"known, says ‘“The Sun.” It is
however, a <act, The Cathedral uu-’
thorities have long possesced one of
the largest pieces of the
in this country,

true crosg
It is a mere splint-
er. not much larger

needle,

than a cambrie

In Speaking of the matter, Revy,
Dr, Lavelle, pastor of the (‘mhmll'nl,

said:—

“When Mark

Twain, in his “Inno-
cents  Abroud’ made the assertion
that he had found enough relics of
the true cross to build «a ship, he
made a most ridiculous Llunder and
betrayed  an  almost unpardonable
lgnorance,”’

The reliquary which holds these
sacred relies is usually from twelve
to eighteen inches high. The pre-

clous specimen is rarely

mere thread of the

more than g
wood, 1t is placed

in a large ostensorium in order that
the multitude may, on occasions
when the relic is displayed, be able
to distinguish its position upon the

altar,

The relic which the Cathedral cher-
ishes was brought to this country hy
Cardinal McCloskey. Before this one
of the other priests had as his pri-

vate possession a small of the

relic

cross. Archbishop Hughes also pos-
sessed  One of these tiny treasurcs,
The relic at the Cathedral is encased

In a costly jewel-studded religuary

standing about fourteen inches high.
It shows

ancient  Roman

in gold and silver,

repousse
It is bril-
liant with diamonds and sapphires.

work

In"the éentre of this ostensorium
I8 a small medalllon, covered with
bevelled erystal  and showing be-

neath an ivory eross of
Set in the centre of

relic of the cross or Naze

exquisite
workmanship,

this is the

areth,

Cardinal Gibbons has a piece of
the true cross in his pPectoral eross,
Upon heing requested to  give his
opinion as to the authenticity of
these relics of the Passgion, he re-
plied

“As far as we ‘can judge, we have
every reason to belléve 1h the ‘jzen-

uineness of the relics which are pre-

served in Rome, particles of which
have been distributed in almost every
the world. Arch-
Ryan, gone wmora

the study of this

part of Christian

bishop who has

deeply into sub~

ject than any other prelate in this
country, has said:

‘ ‘Eivery Christian of no matter
what creed, can appreciate the vener-
ation in which we hold the relics of
the Even as the patriot
preserves souvenirs of heroes, sg
the Christians in all

held in reverence relics of the Nazar-

Saviour,

have centuries
ene.

‘“I'he true cross has been an object
of especial veneration ever since its
discovery in the year 326 by the Em-
press Helena, Many pieces of it have
been distributed among the fuithfull,
but these have not been larger than
a small strand of hair. Thus a small
piece of the wood affords thousands
of relics, 3

It is‘evident from history and
various monuments of
that the veneration of relics of the
Saviour and the saints dates back
to the dawn of Christianity, No re-

exposed to public veneratiom.

‘“ “There is a congregation of can-
ons appointed to investigate sacred
relics and authenticate them, 1t is
one of the most difficult things in
the world to obtain such authentica~
tion. The seal of the Church is never
given to doubtful relics. There are,
however, a great many duly authen=
ticated relics.”

Archbishop Ryan has. a small por-
tion of the true cross.

cross in a small silver case, whl't.h"._i.
kept in tAE part of the monastery
reserved to the monks. ¢

A relic of the true cross will 'be
exposed for veneration in St. Paul

antiquity, A

lic which is zml,k\uulhunti("utul canbe .

The Francis- -
cans in New York have a relic of the

. R
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