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MONEY AND THE PRESS. — We 
bave filled many columns with ex
planations of the needs of our Cath
olic press as well as the need that 
Catholics have for a press; but we 
have very frequently found that the 
latter question is generally thought 
over and taken into consideration, 
while those who are interested, or 
should be so, keep clear of the for
mer question. In a recently pub
lished article entitled "Mostly Ques
tions," in Donahoe's Magazine, and 
signed "M. B. O’Sullivan," we have 
found the expression of our idea con
densed into a very brief space and 
covering almost the entire ground 
that we have so often traversed. Be
fore quoting from that article, we 
will say that what we find in it of 
an applicable nature, may be read 
with great profit by all our Catholic 
fellow-citizens in Canada. We must, 
however, briefly tell what gave rise 
to this subject in the mind of the 
writer of that article. At a meeting 
in favor of the Federation of Cath
olic societies, a speaker said :—" We 
need a press, too, that will fook 
after our cause and care for Catho
lics in the Philippines, in Cuba, and 
Porto Rico; a press that will be the 
defender of our rights and justice. 
We want an organ supported by all 
Catholics in New England, and that 
will be our champion on all occa
sions." This is very fine; but it 
leaves the impression that there is 
no adequate Catholic press, and the 
result is that the writer of the art
icle in question very properly and 
justly proves that "the mass of au
thoritative information on Catholic 
affairs in the Philippines, Cuba and 
Porto Ricao, collected and published 
by Catholic editors—at what cost to 
themselves will never be known — is 
overwhelming proof that the peoples 
of these countries have devoted 
champions in the Catholic press.” 
And he adds : "An occasion has 
never arisen where Catholic rights 
were menaced that the Catholic press 
has not made itself heard demanding 
justice to its co-religionists." We 
may now add, that what applies to 
the Philippine question, in the 
United States, equally applies to 
every important question, affecting 
Catholic interests and rights, both 
there and in Canada. But there is 
a something lacking. We have fre
quently pointed it out. It is not the 
pi ess that is lacking—we have that— 
it is the proper support of the press 
that is wanting. It is just here that 
the article before us comes to the 
point. After suggesting, in order to 
secure a great Catholic organ, either 
the addition of a new paper, or the 
federation of those existing, the au- 
Cath’olics have for a press; but we 
ture of money, is the sordid, but 
alas! truthful answer to the ques
tion" how the results desired are to 
be obtained. "Without money all the 
wprk and enthusiasm in ^Jie world 
won't make a great Catholic press." 
This is a truth that is axiomatic, 
yet one that all the good people who 
are so loud in their calls for a solid 
press, seem to ignore. The practical 
question is this : "Where is the mo
ney to come from?" "Is it from the 
great Catholic body?" Havlpg thus 
placed the issue squarely before the 
public, the writer proceeds thus^>- 

"Let us see what they are doing 
now in a minor way, and we can 
then predicate the support they will 
give to a movement of magnitude. It

must be borne in mind—with regret
I say it— that there are many 
Catholics, a legion of them, who are 
more interested in a personal in a 
penny daily telling who led the grand 
march, poured tea, or engaged in 
ping-pong, than they are in news of 
the Church in the Philippines or 
other foreign parts. To be perfectly 
frank, such people are not much In
terested in their own parish church, 
and enter its doors once a week 
from the force of habit rather than 
through a devotional impulse. And 
yet their support must be counted 
upon, and for their benefit the great 
Utopian Church press must main
tain a social column—which will be 
vehemently opposed by the serious- 
minded readers. But this is a tri
vial thought."

Let us follow on this enumeration 
of the various categories of Catho
lics, who all demand a press, but 
who neither read nor support one:

"Then there is another class to be 
considered, the ‘Highly Cultured.' 
They are the Catholics, who are not 
only indifferent to, but inclined to 
despise Catholic movements. They 
have no faith in Catholic instruc
tion, patronize anti-Catholic educa
tional institutions, and 'never read 
Catholic papers. There’s nothing in 
them! ' How are these to be won 
over? What will their support am
ount to?"

This writer of so many very per
tinent questions then wants to know 
if we have finally to fall back upon 
"the noble element that always up
held the Catholic press and gave of 
its best to every Catholic move
ment?" Ah! we have, thank God, a 
number of these Catholics in our 
own community; men who always 
carry the largest share, on all occa- 
sions, of th|e burden. But we will 
allow the writer to proceed with his 
interesting queries

"Supposing a new Catholic press 
to owe its origin to the Federation 
movement one will naturally con
clude that the majority of its read
ers will be men. Now, how many 
average men really read? How many 
of thdm could stand an examination 
on the contents of the daily they 
patronize? Watch a business man 
read a paper. He skims the con
tents, takes in the head-lines, 
crushes it into his pocket, or throws 
it on the seat of the car, and rushes 
out under the impression that he is 
posted on current events. It has 
been said—and not by a woman — 
that the time is not far distant 
when the busy man will reply to en
quiries relative to issues of the day: 
•I must ask my wife (or mother or 
sister, as the case may be). T really 
haven’t time to read. She keeps me 
in touch with the press.'

"There is perhaps a greater need 
than for such a press as was called 
for by the speaker at the Federation 
meeting. It is a fuller appreciation 
of what is being done already by 
Catholic editors and publishers. 
There is urgent need of an apprecia
tive Catholic public. And this need 
must be supplied before a great 
Catholic press can be established. 
How often do we hear Catholics ex
ploit and advertise the contents of 
the secular press, while they speak 
of their own publications as objects 
of charity to be helped along.’ Some 
of the best work done In the pub
lishing world in recent years has 
been done by the Catholic publish

ers. No issue of importance has 
been neglected by them, and if they 
received half of the Catholic support 
now going to the maintenance of se
cular publications there would be no 
limit to the good they could bring 
to pass. We are given to praising 
overmuch what appears in the big 
secular monthlies, to exclaiming with 
delight when a secular daily gives 
a paragraph to Catholic affairs, and 
to extolling the liberality of the pa
per that condescends to speak well 
of Catholics. We must get over this 
snobbishness before we can hope to 
advance perceptibly. Why should 
not what Catholics say about Cath
olics carry as much weight as what 
Protestants have to say about them? 
Are we less intelligent, less capable 
of judging? Are our Catholic writers 
and thinkers of inferior mental cal
ibre?"

We will not proceed with any more 
questions. There are enough of them 
in the foregoing paragraphs to fur
nish food for reflection and for care
ful study for the entire coming sum
mer, And if a person will meditate 
upon these questions and try to 
shape, for himself, impartial answers, 
he will find thàt our conclusions have 
been justified, and that we were 
right in our contention that it is 
not the press that ’is lacking, but it 
is the proper and generous support 
of that Catholic press.

Two Deadly 
Volcanic Empilons 
In West Indies.

Rev. Leo Servais, C.SS.R., who 
arrived at St. Ann’s presbytery this 
city on Saturday last from New 
York, and who gave a mission m 
St. Pierre, Martinique tw'o years 
ago, in an interview with a repre
sentative of the "True Witness," 
says that people in Canada can form 
no idea of the moral status of a sec
tion of the people in that district 
which has, within the past week, 
been the scene of such a terrible cat
astrophe. Social evil was not strong 
enough; it might be called the fam
ily evil, as the marriage tie was so 
commonly ignored. To any one wiio 
knew the circumstances, is was not 
difficult to believe that Divine retri
bution had its share in the awful 
calamity. Of course, there were a 
large number of the people who were 
well disposed and performed their 
spiritual duties in an earnest man
ner. This fact was strikingly mani- 
ished forever; and beneath the debris 
c?nt years.

Without, for a moment, wishing to 
judge the victims of the terrible cal
amity of last Monday, we cannot but 
feel impressed with the remarks of 
the missionary, and, while our sym
pathies go out to all who fell be
neath the terrific visitation, we must 
admit that history has, in all ages 
recorded like results coming from 
like causes. It is a fearful tiling 
when men begin to imagine that Pro
vidence is either sleeping or dead. 
They know it)not; but they stand 
on the brink of a volcano as danger
ous as ever was Mount Pelee. The 
details of the catastrophe, which we 
summarize for our readers, show the 
suddenness of the fearful overflow of : 
lava. In a few moments all the 
work of wholesale destruction and : 
death was done. It took three min
utes for a molten stream, twenty , 
feet thick and half a mile wide, to 
rush down the dried bed of the 
River Blanche, and to reach from the 
crater on Mount Pelee, 4,000 feet 
high, to the harbor in which vessels, 
fated as the city, rode at anchor.

When the story is read of how the 
cities of the Old Testament were de
stroyed by fire from heaven, some 
m*n pretend to smile their disbelief ; 
but in comparatively modern times 
many a visitation of a like nature 
has been experienced. Not to speak 
of Etna, nor Kilmanjaro, nor of the 
most destructive of all volcanoes, the 
renowned Karokatoa, that belched 
forth in 1883, we have the vivid pic
ture of Vesuvius brought to our 
mind by the details before us of the 
present disaster. In the year 69 of 
our Christian era, Vesuvius rumbled, 
groaned and warned; but men paid 
no attention, and the wealthy, indo
lent and licentious Romans of the

Empire, continued on in their whirl 
of excitement and evil-living. One 
day. in the year 79, nature seemed 
stunned by the terrors of an impend
ing danger. The birds fled swiftly to 
the mountains of Amalfi, the sen, 
from Sorrento to Naples, rolled away 
from the land, as if it felt the ap
proaching of a power superior to its 
owb. a thin column of smoke shot 
up from Vesuvius and darkened the 
air for a few moments. Then death 
came on lightning wings; the mighty 
torrent of fiery lava burst from the 
sides of the mountain and swept 
down to the sea. Fixe and forty 
minutes, and the glories of architec
ture and the beauties of outline that 
had marked the attractive sities of 
Pompeii and Herculaneum, had van- 
fested at several missions held in rc- 
wero buried—"falling as they stood, 
dying as they lived"—the inhabitants 
ol those gajy and licentious centres, 
over two hundred thousand people 
were stricken out of human exist
ence. The traveller, to-day, going 
to the district, may delx'e into some 
of the ruins; but the last trumpet 
alone will disturb the ashes of the 
vast majority of the victims of that 
fatal day. Since then the little 
town of Torre del Greco has been 
sixteen times buried, or burned by 
the fires of Vesuvius; yet people 
fcling to the mountain-side, and still 
build there, as if no menace hung 
over them. In this terrible event, 
thé burial and entire destruction of 
St. Pierre and its inhabitants, we 
have a repetition, on a event of 1823 
years ago. Will the lesson teach the 
survivors, or others, that thiere is no 
safety within reach of a volcano? We 
know not. But the greatest danger 
for the future is the indication that 
all the islands of the West Indies 
appear to constitute a volcanic cen
tre, that threatens even the main 
land. The French, British and Dan
ish Governments are beginning to 
feel great anxiety regarding the fu
ture safety of their various posses
sions in the Antilles, and if it be 
true, that the outbursting of Pelee 
is apparently only the herald of still 
greater disasters in the future, it cer
tainly opens up a serious problem for 
all that section of the world. At all 
events we are now in presence of one 
of the most overwhelming catas
trophes of modern times, and our 
renders will feel a thrill of sympathy 
for the suddenly visited xictims of 
the awful eruptions, when they read 
our synopsis of the events.

The reports from Fort de France, 
the ciiief town of the Island of Mar
tinique, which have been published 
in the daily press, tell a sad story 
of destruction of human life. One 
correspondent thus describes the 
visit of an official party to the bur
ied town. He says j— %

Partial darkness overhung the 
town, owing to the pall of intense 
smoke which rested low above the 
mountains. The const was alix’e 
with small boats. The water was fill
ed with swollen bodies and masses of 
del-tris from wrecked vessels and from 
the town. The party landed immedi
ately. They entered the town from 
what had been the scene of the main 
shipping. They went over what had 
been the principal section of St. 
Pierre. Over 2,000 dead were found 
in. the streets of St. Pierre. Nearly 
all were lying with face to the 
ground. Cinders several feet deep cov
ered the main part of the town. Near 
the river Roxilane, which falls from 
Mont Pelee, several houses were 
found but little injured. Their occu
pants had all perished. They had 
died apparently from suffocation or 
by a stroke of lightning. Thdy were 
but little burned, same were found 
sitting in chairs as natural as 
though still living. The party went 
into the surrounding section of St. 
Pierre. The suburban villages had 
suffered the same fate as St. Pierre.

I.e Carbet, on the south, which was 
thought to have perished, was found 
to have «scaped almost unsinged. The 
flood of lava stopped within two 
hundred feet of the town. The tre
mendous force of the volcanic aval
anche was shown by the fact that 
strong houses of stone were levelled 
like pasteboard. Some of these had 
stood for half a century. The place 
was as a city swept by a cyclone of 
fire. The deluge must have swept 
upon the town but imperfectly re
main. The debris was was such that 
it was with difficulty the course of 
the otreets could be followed. The 
party werft through all the principal 
streets. The river Roxilane, dividing

the old and new towns, which in or
dinary times is little more than a 
creek, was swollen with lava and 
steam from the volcano. Complete 
destruction had fallen upon the n<v 
town, which stands upon a slope 
above the old town. Wreckage had 
been swept down into the level be
low. An officer, describing the 
wreckage, said that the uprooting, 
twisting and breaking of trees was 
such ns might have occurred in a 
tornado.

What astonished the party most 
was the comparatively small number 
of bodies found. It is known that 
some 30,000 perished. Evidently 
•thousands of bodies wore cremated 
by the rod-hot flood which was pour
ed upon the town. Indisputable evi
dences of tis was found. In numer
ous cases parts of bodies were found, 
the rest having been consumed. It. is 
believed the suffocating vapor which 
htt ended the eruption caused the 
deaths of the people.

IN BRITISH WEST INDIA — Fol
lowing up the terrible visitation at 
Martinique conjes the report of an
other catastrophe at St. Vincent, B. 
W.I.. at which place there was a 
violent eruption of the Souflriere, a 
volcanic mountain, in 1812. A de
spatch to the New York " Herald " 
says :—St. Vincent has passed
through a veritable baptism or fire 
and the results are only less terrible 
than those that followed the erup
tion of Mont Pelee on Wednesday. 
Morne Soufrière has been in activity 
nine days, and its victims ore num
bered by thousands. There is prob
ably no human being alive north of 
it! Already a thousand bodies have 
been recovered, and it is known that 
many hundreds lie buried under the 
ashes that mantle the island. It. 
conservatively estimated that, two 
thousand haxe been sacrificed since 
the first eruption on May 7.

It was noon on Wednesday when 
Soufrière suddenly opened, sending 
six separate, streams of lava pouring 
and boiling down its sides. Death 
was everywhere, and in its most ter
rible forms. Lightning came from 
the sky, killing many who had es
caped the molten si reams that were 
pouring into the valley.

Such thunder ns has seldom been 
heard by man crashed and rolbtl 
through the heavens. From the earth 
came tremendous detonations. These 
joined with the thunder, all merging 
in an incessant roar which added to 
the panic of the fleeing inhabitants. 
This lasted through the night and day 
and night following. Thursday morn
ing a huge column, so black that it 
had the appearance of ebony, rose to 
an estimated height of eight miles 
from the top of the volcano. Then 
follows a story of loss of life and 
property which is terrible to con
template.

Yeteran Fireman Dead,

CAPTAIN THOMAS MANGAN. — 
Irish Catholics have furnished 

many brave men to the ranks of the 
Fire Brigade of Montreal ever since 
its organization, but none were more 
fearless of danger and more stead 
fust in the discharge of their duty 
than the genial and warmhearted 
Captain Mangan, of No. 9 Station, 
who passed to his eternal reward a 
few days ago.

In the days of his young manhood 
Captain Mangan took a most enthu
siastic interest in lacrosse, and the 
Shamrocks had no truer and more 
enthusiastic supporter.

He was one of the oldest firemen in

the department, having joined the 
brigade in 1871, and having been 
promoted to be captain in 1877. In 
the ranks of the fireman he was es
teemed, and in the circles of our citi
zens generally he was held in the 
highest respect.—R.I.P.

DEATH OF MRS. STRUBBE. — 
From a brief report that reached our 
office as we were completing our 
forms for the press, wo learn of the 
death of the aged mother of Rev. 
Father Strubbe, of St. Ann’s 
Church, which occurred in Belgium a 
few days ago.

Father Strubbe will have the sym
pathy of the faithful in every par- 
sh of Montreal, and In none will it 

find a more sincere expression than 
in the five Irish parishes of this city 
where all have learned to esteem and 
honor him for his many noble ef
forts during his long association 
with the parish of St. Ann, and his 
missionary, work in other districts of 
Montreal.

ST. PATRICK’S SOCIETY.

The following is a copy of a letter 
fc.i'warded to Sir Wilfrid Laurier and 
the Hon. Mr. Tarte. Minister of Pub
lic Works, by St. Patrick’s Society 
of this city, on May 9th.

Dear Sir,—I beg to transmit the 
following resolution, which was ad
opted at the last, monthly meeting of 
the St. Patrick’s Society, held in 
their lmll on Monday evening. May

"Moved by T. J. O’Neill, seconded 
by W. J. Kearney, and resolved, 
that the St. Patrick’s Society de
sires to express in the name of the 
elements, of which it is the repré
sentât ixc body, unqualified approval, 
of the appointment just made to flit 
the vacancy on the Board of Harbor 
Commissioners at Montreal, caused 
by the death of the late Wm. Far
rell, and also feels additional source 
of gratification in the fact, that the 
position has been conferred on Mr. 
W. E. Doran, an active member and] 
r<tiring president of the Society."

T have the honor to tic, sir, your 
ol edient servant,

J. KAHALA, 
Corresponding Secret ary.

LOCAL NOTES.
A SUCCESSFUL SOCIAL. — The 

Loyola Literary and Art Club held 
a most successful entertainment on 
Wednesday evening in Drummond 
Ilall, in aid of their work among 
English Catholic students attending 
universities in this city. The pro
gramme consisted of instrumental 
anil vocal music, and was much ap
preciated by the large audience pre
sent. Refreshments were served dur
ing the evening.

PILGRIMAGES.—St. Ann’s parish 
will hold its regular annual pilgrim
ages to Ste. Anno de Beaupré as in 
former years. The first, for married 
and unmarried women, will take 
place in duly, and that for the men 
in the month of August.

TICKETS for the Cadets’ dramatic 
entertainment can he had at T. 
O'Connell's, corner of Ottawa and 
Murray streets, and John Tucker's, 
McCord street, and at «7. T. Lyons' 
drug store, Bleury and Craig street.

FATHER SERVAIS TO PREACH. 
—To-morrow evening at 7 o’clock, a 
special instruction will be delivered 
to the First Communicants of the 
parish of this year, in St. Ann’s 
Church by Rev. Father Servais, C 
SS.R. Previous to tiie instruction, 
the boys and girls will hold a pro
cession through the aisles of the 
Church.

PERSONAL.

Rev. Father De Roo, C.SS.R., for 
some time post connected with the 
mother house of the Order at Hoche- 
laga. has been appointed Visitor for 
the West Indies, which has recently 
been created a vice-province under 
the immediate jurisdiction of Bel-

Rev. Father Jacqmin, C.SS.R., 
well known in St. Ann’s parish and 
until quite recently connected with 
the Mother Horse at Hochelaga, has 
left for New York, where he will 
join His Lordship Bishop Schelfault 
and accompany him to the West In
dies at which place he will have the 
direction of a parish.


