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To the Kditor FARMER'S AD' T
Sir,—Your ber 16th i-nelltohmdksnd
I your of our State Fair,
i araption of aing ‘t’l:'clnlxhl! o tnto
1 on e
hn::?u showmen and herds, to
mamm.u:tmtm t'
ers. While you are n strong on this poin
Ie.{:umnhly i {ery sympathies
are in the opposite and your

e than to con-
terms this

strongest pernicious
system of encouragiog NJ-:ﬁ
h over for the <best
mmy“ buy, then load them up

A destroying their stamina
, to the exclusion of all
not prostitute themselves
bad prac

and the

herds to exhibit

should allow our
all highly-fitted

thy breeding condition, an
should be excluded. Let them exhibit in
class, where they bolong and where

exhibit is not misle.dingthb.\:t gglt to the
derstand very well such changes

ht about in a day, or old estab-
the hand,

on w
5 mﬁeﬂ, gensible breeder to exhibit
rai in that good, healthy
will perpetuate their
is entitled to and will re-
ceive the blessing of his ns.
This matter has been a

. A year ago la
at our State fair, I in-
brought the matter to the
attention of & company of breeders
and journalists, including A.H Saun-
ders, of Breeder’'s Cy‘auttc, and
Maj. Wilcox, of the Agriculluralist.
The ider a;lv?hncod ltli:et witl: heaTrty
& val o e entire party. e
lspg two gentlemen the tquowing i
week in their stive journals
wrote very good cles on the sub-

Lo;t. but the matter was finally
g l::f- in Oslifornia when elected

President of our Agricultural Society
and did not return until our premium
list was made up, but through Cok
Liggett, our Superintendent of Cattle
De| ent, I had inserted on page 19
the following clause : .

«In making awards in the beef
classes, the judges are instru cted tolay
much stress on the evidence of supe--
rior breeding qualities. 'When ani-
mals show evidence of bhaving been
«gverdone ” (overloaded with flesh to
the evident injury of their breeding
qualities) they are to be marked down

accordingly. Judges on sweepstakes 3 TWO YEAR-

will give awards to the animals, herd

or exhibit that they shall judge to be 1898.

the best type or representative of its

breed or class.” .
Perhaps this has done neither good nor harm

except to agitate the subject, which I think it has
done very eﬁecbualla{. Ifind a T-est man¥ people
thinking strongly along these lines, and it seems
o me that all we want now is a Moses for the
occasion. Will it be the ADVOCATE ? Atall events,
it would please me very much to have its views
on the subject. JouN COOPER,
President Minnesota State Agl. Soc.
EDITORIAL NOTE.—Our correspondent touches
a point that does not affect our Canadian fairs to
any great extent. We have no "professiona.l
showmen,” as the term is understood in the States.
Live stock exhibitors at Canadian fairs are all
breeders, and the great majority of them are
dependent upon their stock and farms for their
living. We do not believe in excluding anyone
from showing stock as long as they conduct their
business honestly and according to the rules of
the associatione. The man who owns the best
cattle is surely entitled to the honor of winning ;—
if of his own breeding so much the better ; if pur-
chased from others, then it is the breeder’s lookout
to get as much of the credit as possible, while the
exhibitor gets the prize money. And right here is
one of the benefits of the exhibition live-stock
catalogue, which is one thing the Minnesota State
fair should have.

and that which is just “ripe.”

consider too, thin for even the

tice, is entirely
wards
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As to excluding from competi- |
tion * all highly-fitted animals,” the difficulty is to | ¢
draw the line between that which is « overdone” | &ccidents occur,
What one would |
call * healthy breeding condition” another would |
barnyard. Then, |

t.,_,\

young animals may be put into much i)igher

again,
flesh without injuring their breeding qualities than

older animals. Where should the age line be

| drawn? i

It certainly is not right to give animals fitted

the | 50 that their usefulness as breeders is ruined prizes

over others in prime breeding condition. Good
judges almost invariably pass over those animals
that show overfitting in favor of those retaining
their usefulness if otherwise worthy. Itis hardly
in the province of the FARMER'S ADVOCATE to

make suggestions to the management of the Minne-
‘'sota State Fair,

but we believe a revision of the
prize list, the introduction of a properly compiled
live-stock catalogue, a judging arena where all
stock’ judging would take place at certain adver-
tised hours, so that the public might get some
benefit and comfort out of watching the work
done, would tend very greatly

breeder and beginner to win hig' expenses. ‘Were
the classification for thé reepective breeds made
more liberal and less money wasted on competitions

between breeds thas, while good enough fun to
look at, are of little practical benefit, greater com-

petition might be looked for.

‘We shall be pleased
dent Cooper or from
subjact of how, when,

-,
‘
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: CHBLOW, WINNER OF FEMALE
CHAMPIONSHIP OF THE BREED AT ST. JOHN AND HALIFAX EXHIBITIONS,

OWNED BY E. & O. CHASE, CORNWALLIS, N. S.

Handling More Than One Breed of Live

Stock.
To the Editor FARMER'S ADVOCATE :

DEAR Sir,—During the past fall I have had the
privilege of attending some of the largest exhibi-
tions in this country, and have been very pleased
with the general excellence of the stock I have seen
there. It is evident that with most of the exhibit-
ors their work is a labor of love and that the
breeds they handle are those in which they are
especially interested. There is one point, however,
in which I think some breeders are making a mis-
take, and that is in keeping more than one breed of
any particular kind of live stock. This was most
noticeable among the swine exhibitors, some of
whom had as many as three breeds on exhibition.

Now, I have no axe to grind in this matter and
am not interested in any particular breed, but I
certainly consider that these Jbreeders are not con-
sulting their own interests when they handle so
many breeds, especially when these ‘breeds are of
widely different types, as they often are. I contend
that one breed of swine, properly attended to and
judiciously advertised, will bring in better returns
to a breeder than three that have had the attention
that should have been given to one.

Then there is the serious risk of animals of the
different breeds getting intermingled and crossing
resulting. Accidents will happen in the best
regulated families. A chance visitor may leave a
door or gate open, and great damage can be done
before the omission is noticed. Even if no such
the mere fact that a breeder has
more than one breed in his pens is apt to cause
suspicion that crossing may have taken place, and
I have oftentimes known intending buyers decline
to visit the establishment of a breeder of several

to increase the
interest and number of exhibitors. The prize list
does not now give chances enough for the small

to hear again from Presi-
others on the interesting
and where to draw the line
between properly fitted and overfitted show stock.
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reason. In ihis
may be q:ite

kinds of pigs merely for that ve
way a perfectly reputable he
unjustly suspected. '

Aﬁa , it often requires considerable ingennity
ontepartofabreedertomakesuleofan
animal of one breed to an intending purchaser
without having to somewhat decry the merits of
the other breeds kept. Sometimes a buyer comes
who has not made up his mind as to the breed of
pig he wants to buy, and he is naturally confused
among so many and probably ends by going cff to
some breeder who has only one breed, who can
give dgﬁnit.e reasons why he keeps that breed, and
can point out its desirable features.

Such, Mr. Editor, are a few thoughts that have
occurred to me. I am proud of your efforts and
those of our breeders to keep up the standard of
our flocks and herds, and trust that Canada will
never be beaten in her struggle to be one of the
principal producers of live stock for the Old
Country markets. In my humble opinion our
breeders will best work for this end by not dividing
their efforts among too many breeds.

A LOVER OF LIVE STOCK.

The Breed TIlost Largely Represented at
the Fairs, the Best Advertised.

Recently we took occasion to point out that a
breeder showing good stock of a breed most numer-
ously represented at an agricultural fair, even
though he might take no prizes, was better adver-
tised than though he had won all the prizes in a
breed of which he was the only exhibitor. In alate
issue of Hoard's Dairyman, reviewing the dairy
stock at the Wisconsin State Fair, this same

int is forcibly brought out in the
ollowing paragraph :

«The Holsteins were out in great
force—eight different herds, compri
ing over 100 animals, being exhibited.
This large display will be a great help
in advertising this breed, by bringlng
them prominently to the notice of the

ublic. Remarks similar to the fol-
owing were frequently heard from
the farmers in attendance: ‘What
_ lotsof Holsteins! This brecd must be
.. gaining in favor with the dairymen
. over other dairy breeds.” Whether
this is true or not, that impression
was created in the minds of many in
consequence of the large show. It
surely pays to show g stock at the
fairs, and let tgeople see them. It is
true that in this class all could not
get premiums, and in some entire
herds there was not a single prize
drawn, although the stock was fairly.
good, but there were others that were
adjudged—and no doubt rightly so—
better.
is a gainer by it, although he gets no
premiums. He helps to swell the
number and create the impression
that they are the coming cattle. He
also has an opportunity of comparing
his stock with others that do win
rizes, and if he has been unduly
oaded down with conceit concernin
- the merits of his own stock, this wi
be a good, place to have that taken
out of him, and he ought to go home
from the fair a wiser man and with
a determination to improve and climb
toward the top.”

FARM.

Nutritive Prop;rtles of Oats.

M. Balland is head of the chemical department
of the alimentary section of the French army ; he
?ests all food supplies, so he is the ablest authority
m.Fra.nce upon organic chemistry. He is occupied
with, among other cereals, oats, and has laid before
the Academy of Sciences an exhaustive monograph
on that grain. His papers lead to most interesting
dlscl.lssions by the ablest authorities of the day. He
has Jus!: completed analyses of 1,000 samples of oats,
grown in different regions and npon various soils.
He desired to settle the question so disputed since
a score of years: To what is the exciting, stimulat-
ing or fiery principle in oats to be attributed ? To
an alkaloid, asserted many, lodged in the pellicle
sheathing the kernel of the grain. M. Balland could
find no such alkaloid; but he discovered & sm
quantity of essential oil that could explain the
stimulating property. Oats, he affirme, form &
complete food, contain never less than 3 and as
much as 7 per cent. of fatty matters; the starch or
saccharine substances varied from 61 to64 per cent.,
and the nitrogenous from 7 to 14. One hund
grains of oats varied in weight from_ 1.80 to 4.32
grammes, and there are 30 grammes in an ounce.
The kernel forms from 61 to 74 per cent. of the
grain. The shell is very hard and difficult to masti-
cate—hence the advantage of bruising for rations.
It is an error to judge of oats by their color. The
white oats of many countries—tiose of Russia, for
example—are most nutritive. In France the pro-

portion of kernel isless in white than in black Tar
tary oats,

The man who shows his stock




