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1. The Farmer’s Advoeate is published on the first and
fifteenth of each month.

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or parties,
handsomely illustrated with original on vinq , and tupr?xishes
the most proﬁtable, practical and reliable information for
farmers, dairymen, gardeners and stockmen, of any publication
in Canada.

9. Terms of Subscrlption—?l.oo per year in advance; $1.25 if
in arrears ; sample copy free. European subscription, 6s.,
or $1.50. New subscriptions can commence with any month.

3. Advertising Rates—Single insertion, 30 cents per line. Con-
tract rates furnished o application.

4. Discontinuances—Remember that the ggblisher must be
notified by letter or post-card when & su criber wishes his
paper stopped. All arrearages must be paid. Returning
your paper will not enable us todiscontinue it, as we cannot
find your name on our books unless your Post Office address
is given.

6. The Advoeate is sent to subscribers until an explicit order
is received for its discontinuance. Allpaymentso!
must be made as required by law.

6. The Law is, that all subscribers to newspapers are held
responsible until all arrearages are paid, and their paper
ordered to be discontinued.

7. Remittances should be made direct to this office, either by
Registered Letter or Money Order, which ,will be at our
risk. When made otherwise we cannot be responsible.

8. Always give the Name of the Post Office to which your
pa.ni)er is sent. Your name cannot be found on our books
unless this is done.

9. The Date on your Label shows to what time your subscrip-
tion is paid.

10. Subseribers _failing to receive their paper promptly and
wulaﬂ will confer a favor by reporting the fact at once.

11. We Invite Farmers to write us on any agricultural topio.
We are always pleased to receive l)ractlc&l articles. For
such as we consider valuable we y ten cents per inch

rinted matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How
go Improve the ADVOCATE, Descriptions o ew Grains,

Roots or Vegetables not generall{lknown. Particulars of

Experiments Tried, or Improved ethods of Cultivation

are each and all welcome. Contributions sent us must no

be furnished other papers until after they have appeared
our columns. Rejected matter will be retured on receipt of
postage.
Address—
THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD CO.,

LONDON, ONTARIO, CANADA.
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hrﬁéiudy of Bacteriology-

organization of a Department of B;‘tcberl—
Olo'ggein C(;gnnection with the Agmcuétvura}e( olleg}e
at Guelph. is an important step in & lvanc 'lpl'e'vé
Harrison, B. S. A, the Bactt}rnolpgxst, is, vtlre 1 ;)n’iit
thoroughly equipped for this difficult anc re_;‘)l el:'ll
ble work. He devoted special attention L0 B¢ llle al
microscopy and bacteriology 111 his own college

course ; after graduation he \lﬁ‘ll(ﬁd (tt}:]:l}llre_ ‘;‘:?(t’
bacteriological laboratori€s on [hltﬁ L:n. nent ] A
the summers of 1894 and 1895 he hpt,"“i at | R T
work in the botanical and bacterio ‘(”a“"\l‘crs“ilie<
atories of Cornell and )llc_hlg:f_nl ?‘\hé”(ﬁf
Owing to the enterprise and foresig nl”* et o
John Dryden and Ppesidect Mhl}}t]l(hnrnugl‘ﬂy
teriological laboratory at “‘“'}l“h' .:mk and we
equipped. Mr. Harrison is now ab 3 )

expect valuable results, ¢ irectly to the .s_lnltiml\,t; l\»f
. p 1 ' N S [ ®) > Qv=
the College and indirectiy t© thye I "'}’.1 ' ,‘i.llgl‘l\'-i“g
ince at large, I)iu‘ticul:t!l," in relation to dailb .

-—

« The Classification of Grade Cattle at Our
Shows.”

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE ‘' PRESIDENT AND BOARD
OF DIRECTORS OF THE WESTERN FAIR."

GENTLEMEYN, -As judges at your fair are ve-
quested to submit recommendations and suggestions
promotive of the efficiency of the fair, with a
promise of careful consideration, I would beg leave
to draw your attention to Class 17, viz., ““Grade
Cattle.” My attention has been drawn to this class
for several years, particularly so for the last two
years while acting for you as judge on Jerseys at
your show, and also by some articles that {’m.ve
appeared in the columns of the FARMER'S ADVO-
CATE upon_this same subject. Now, the first class
for cattle in your list is Class 15, Durhams, regis-
tered ; then Class 16, Fat Cattle, any breed ; then
Class 17, Grade Cattle ; then Class 18, Jerseys, regis-
tered ; hut you do not follow this by a class for
Grade Jerseys, neither do you in any of the other
breeds. Now, as the class for grades comes after
Class 15 and before Class 18, one might suppose it
was intended for Durham grades only. The time
was when very few grades would be shown but
gyades of the Durham breed, but things are very

ifferent now, and I think that the time has fully
arrived when grades of the different breeds should
be allowed a fair chance for competition,

Now, I am aware of the fact that you allow

rade cattle of any breed to compete in Class 17, and
it is to that very fact that I wish to call your atten-
tion, and beg leave to suggest to you that you are
spending money in that class and are not, giving a
satisfactory plan of competition for it. It may be
satisfactory to some, but cannot be generally so.
Some exhibitors seem to think that the large breed
or breeds should have the whole class, and that
smaller cows are scrubby and not worthy to com-
pete with the larger bovines ; others suggest that
they be judged as general purpose animals, seeming
to forget the claims of other breeders who believe
in special purpose animals, and the number of these
men at present are not a few. In our special
business of butter dairying, in the last ten or more
years, I have been most intimately associated with
the owners of some of the best butter cows to be
found anywhere, some of whom have cows that
each make over 300 pounds per year ; many COWS
capable of making two pounds per dag, and none
of these are very large, neither are they general
purpose COws. They are special purpose cOws, and
they are nearly all grades. Now, if "all grade
animals be classed together, who will judge them ?
That is the great difficulty. It is almost impossible
at present to get a judge who has not a fondness for
some one breed, viz., the kind he owns himself ; and

if hejudges-the -gradeclass, the animals looking

most like his kind, in color, etc., will be likely to
get the premiums, and whocan-blame-him;-he has
a fondness for that kind and cannot help it. Men
are as foolish about their cattle as they are about
their wives. Every man thinks his own the best in
the world.

It has been suggested by some that the class be
cut in two,and that they be known as grades of
the beef breeds and grades of the dairy breeds; but
I still see the same difficulty. I want to show my
Jersey grade. My neighbor thinks his Ayrshire
grade a better cow. Who is to be the judge? Some
good dairyman ! Yes, but what kind does he keep
himself? Or has he not a fondness for one kind or
the other? The difficulty is still before us, only
changed somewhat. It is like men with their
wives, still. In the former case it is a matter of
choice between a large and a small one, and in the
latter case I believe it is worse, as it is a matter of
which of two large or two small ones are the better
looking. . . .

The plan I have in view 1S &3 follows, viz. : Do
away with Classes 16 and 17 : that is, class for beef
animals and also for grade animals,-and instead of
these, in each class of thoroughbred cattle add a
few sections for grades of the different breeds. In
the two classes mentioned, 16 and 17, you give
nearly $200 in prizes, which, divided by eight, means
$25 for each kind. Now, this seems very little, and
would not be very much for each, but [ would say,
let the prizes be less for grades, also entry fees
small ; also some sections could be dropped out if
need be. But I would certainly say, give the same
amount of money to each breed and let the judge of
the thoroughbred also judge the grade of the same
kind ; though the prizes might be smaller, yet the
competition would be fair to all, and the judge
would be able. to do his work impartially.

For Jerseys. I would suggest the following sec-
tions to be wdded to the class of thoroughbreds,
giving prizes for females in milk only, and a section
for heifer calves, viz. : .

Qe ) .
' 'lL. Grade Jersey cow, 3 years and over, in !nilk.v R 828
2. . " heifer under 3 years, in milk ... 5
3. . heifer calf, under L ycar o TR . 3
1. Herd of 4 calves (heifers), owne d and bred by ex .

hibitor . .. 3 2

[

1
1
1

Total %25 00

Now, these are small prizes, but they would be
competed for by local men who would not be at
expense of shipping their animals by railway, and
they could be allowed to take their ;Ln_lm:t}j‘;n\':ly, if
Lh();lghl, wise, before the close (_)1 fair. The above
plan might do for the other dairy breeds, but tor
the beef breeds [ would not suggest any plan
hreeders or judges of these .wm;hl plan for them-
selves as they thought best. Special prizes, I think,
should then be given by breeders who have been

____M sl P T A - £ A

winning year after year in the different classes to
the grades of their respective breeds, and thus a
lively interest would be taken in the exhibit of the
different kinds of grade animals. I think you see
these suggestions to be on the principle of fair play
to all, and should result in a muchll)arger show of
grade animals. I hope this may be helpful to you
in disposing of this matter, as I think a change is
demanded in the near future.

Another difficulty has presented itself to me in
the two years’ work, and Y think the judges of the
other dairy breeds must meet with the same trouble;
that is, in the section for yearling heifers. I find
that to bea very hard class to judge, for this reason:
that you meet animals varying so much in age,
some 13 months, and some 23 or 24 months old, and
what is worse, some in milk, some heavy in
calf, and some perhaps not bred at all. ‘Now, I
think it almost impossible to judge a female in milk
with a heifer not bred at all and give fair Hla{ to
each. I wou!d rather say: let two-year-old class
include all heifers under three years, in milk or near
calving, each exhibitor to show certificate to judge,
showing age in months; they could then be judged
according to age,and their appearance for use%ul-
ness, better than as they now are. Also, exhibitors
should be prepared to sgow certificate showing age
of all younger animals, as judges-find so much
difference in age in all the younger classes.

Wishing the Western Fair every success,

I am, yours very truly,
R. McCULLOCH.

[NoTE.—Mr. McCulloch has well said of the
table presented in the above article, ¢ these prizes
are too small ” to be competed for at a fair such as
the Western, where the animals would, of neces-
sity, have to remain four or five days at least. It
appears to us that before any additional classes
should be added to the prize list very many of the
prizes for pure-bred sections should be considerably
augmented. Would the finances warrant it, and
were there no other special calls, such aclassification,
with much larger prizes than Mr. McCulloch has
proposed, might be in order ; but, as the conditions
at present exist, it is not desirable to create more
classes which teach as little as grades usually do,
thus depriving the more worthy pure-bred classes
of what should be offered in order to draw them to
the show.—ED.]

A Good Dog--The Famier"s Friend.

Our frontispiece in this issue portrays a scene
true to the life—an intelligent Collie lying quietly
before a fine group of Shropshire sheep, at once
their keeper and ~friend.Scrub -dogs,-like other

spicuous in the scrub category is the hungry,
sheep-killing cur—the greatest enemy of the indus-
try in America. A well-trained Collie is a boon to
any farmer as a guard and servant, saving many
miles of weary tramping, not to mention his
companionship ; for he ranks in intelligeuce along-
side the well-bred horse. "His good qualities, like
those of other animals, do not come t)y chance ;—
breeding lies at the foundation. Young men (as
well as older ones) take pride in the possession of an
extra good dog, and in order to bring such within
access of our readers we have made arrangements
with Mr. Robert McEwen, of Byron, Ont., distin-
guished as a breeder of Collies, enabling us to offer
as premiums for obtaining new subscribers to the
FARMER'S ADVOCATE, pure-bred puppies six weeks
old and upwards, eligible to registration. We hope
in this way to encourage to some extent the keep-
ing of better dogs. It is not possible in any other
wa{' to secure dogs of such merit, as will be seen by
a glance at our premium page. Mr. McEwen is so
well known as a breeder that we need add but little
on that point. He has_ been breeding Collies for
about fifteen years, and has, perhaps, bred more
prize winners than any other breeder on the Con-
tinent. This has been accomplished by importin
only stock of winnicg strains, and mating them wit
judgment. They have won prizes in New York,
Chicago, Detroit, Boston, Philadelphia, Pittsburg,
Buffalo, Toronto, Montreal, etc., and have been
sold to customers from the extreme east in P. E. I.
to B.C. and even China in the West. None but the
best bitches are reserved for breeding purposes, and
they contain the blood of such noted individuals as
Champion Christopher (sold for £1000), Champion
Sifton Hero (sold for £500), Champion Southport
Perfection, ete. For years Mr. McEwen has been
one of the Executive of the ( ‘ollie Club of America,
and last year was engaged to award the prizes in
Collie classes at shows in New York and Toronto,
all of which is a sufficient guarantee as to the breed-
ing of the dogs.

We trust a number of our readers will be fortu-
nate enough to secure a young Collie, bred at these
famous kennels For the conditions, we would
refer all to the premiuin announcement on another

page.,

A dairy school will be opened in Winnipeg,
Man., early in January in charge of Mr. C. C.
\acdonald,~ Provincial Dairy Superintendent, for
butter and cheesemakers, open to farmers’ sons
and daughters. The tuition will be free and at the
close of the term certificates will be issued on the
hasis of an examination.

SEFab stock, are the cumv,of” the_ farmer, ,.‘QD,!!-__“‘_




