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The Crop Situation in the West
Some Eastern Canadian news­

papers with large circulation 
amongst farmers have recently 
published articles and interviews 
of a gloomy not to say panicky 
nature concerning the crops in 
the West. An interview in the 
Weekly Sun of July 17 with an 
alleged authority ( name not 
given), having returned from 
the West, contained among 
others this statement :

' ‘Canada will have in 1907 the most 
prosperous year in her history or else 
sustain a very serious setback; it all 
depends on the outcome ol the year's 
harvest in the West.”

"If this season's crop is safely har­
vested,” continues this gentleman,
■ u « ill, because of the highei level 
of prices due to the shortage in the 

I tilled States and Rumpt. In ing more
money than did that of last season. 
Hut if the I9<»7 crop is gathered with­
out loss it will lie because of an 
autumn as much out of the ordinary 
as was the spring recently past. If 
frost comes at the usual time three- 
fourths of the season's wheat will 
most certainly be destroyed.

"The West should he in a position 
to stand one had crop without serious 
inconvenience, but it is not. A con­
tinuance of good crops lias been look­
ed upon hv the optimistic Westerners 
as a certain event, and has lieen used 
as a basis of credit for speculative 
purposes. All the Western towns have 
been going wild on municipal im­
provements, and business men in tow n 
and farmers in country have been put­
ting every available dollar into real 
estate. As a consequence of this lat­
ter tendency, values have soared be­
yond all reason.”

The gentleman then states as 
an illustration that “land with­
in half a mile of the open prai­
ries which lies all around Win­
nipeg is held at $2,000 per foot.’’

Commenting editorially 011 
the interview quoted above, the 
Weekly Sun under the heading 
“In a Critical Position,” says :

"There is no doubt as to the truth 
of the statement given that the busi­
ness interests <if the country are at 
present in a most critical position, 
if frost comes as early as usual in 
the West, the wheat crop of the three 
new Provinces will lie practically 
ruined, and the loss so caused would 
knock the In ilium out of values rept c 
sented hv the vast areas of land held 
for speculative pur|>nses. and cause a 
serious reduction in the demand for 
manufactured products. Indeed, a 
general crush would almost certainly 
follow such a contingency. It is to 
he most sincerely hoped the frde/v-up 
will lie as slow in coining in the fall 
as balmy weather was in its arrival 
last spring. In any ease, a limit 
should lie placed oh the mail craze for 
speculation in Western lands This 
speculation has already carried prices 
beyond the limit which even one more 
good crop would justify.”

The Farming World takes the 
position that the interests of 
the various provinces of Canada 
are too closely interwoven for 
any one province to stand aside

and make statements which arc 
liable to be injurious to other 
provinces. In order to get as 
near as possible at the true facts 
concerning the Western crops we 
have taken the trouble to write 
to a number of representative 
gentlemen in the West enclosing 
clippings from Ontario papers 
and asking for a summary of 
crop conditions as they actually

MANITOBA.

The Hon. W. P. Roblin, Pre­
mier of Manitoba, writes us fol-

"Vour letter of the 25th of July, 
with clippings from Toronto papers 
enclosed, duly received. I have read 
the newspaper statements carefully, 
and the conclusions readied arc total­
ly unwarranted from mv point of

“Manitoba has a fair average crop, 
not one of the bumper kind that we 
sometimes have, but with the level of 
values to-day, much nuire profitable 
to the farmer and the country gener­
ally than the one of last year.

‘ The anticipation ol damage to our 
crop from weather is no greater this 
year than any other. Sun, hail, wet, 
frost—all have in the past and, 1 
presume, can again in the future, do 
damage to the crops of Manitoba as 
well as that of any other country. 1 
do not, however, sec anv reason why 
there should lie any disturbing news­
paper statement made, such as con­
tained in the clippings above referred

"I have a letter this morning from 
R. K. Lyons, M l'.I'., of Carherry, and 
I quote von an extract : ‘The crops 
in this district are u good average 
and coming mi nicely. I think my 
own crop is fully as good us last 
year and likely to yield better.’

“I also visited a farm oi my own 
in Southern Manitoba last week, and 
I think I have not had ,1 better pro 
peet in ten years for wheat The oats 
and harlcv will not lie so heavy, as 
the drouth affected late-sown grain 
more than early. My wheat crop, 1 
should judge, will Ik- fit for harvest 
between the 20th and 25th of August.

“I also interviewed a gentleman 
from Cartwright this morning, Mr. 
Waldic, a practical farmer, who saxs 
the crop in the Cartwright district is 
practically as good as last year. I 
quote Southern Manitoba lice tiisc it is 
where the drouth obtained to the 
greatest extent. The northern part of 
the province has been very well fav­
ored with rain and has n magnificent 
stand of straw.

‘ One word regarding the so-called 
week-or-ton-days lateness of the crop. 
That statement is alwavs made on a 
comparison of last year's crop. I do 
not think that the crop is one day 
later than it was two years ago, and 
I am absolutely sure it is not as late 
as it was four years ago. both of 
which crops were marketed without 
any damage from weather."

Mr. S. A. Bedford, of Bran­
don, late manager of the Bran­
don Experimental Station, one 
of the best known and safest 
men in the West, writes, Aug 
3 ;—

"The crop in Manitoba and the 
West this vear promises to lie a verv

patchy one and varies in proportion 
to the rainfall in the dillerenl «lis 
tricts. It is also greatly iniluenced 
by the system of farming practiced 
by the individual farmer. In Southern 
Manitoba, along the line of the Pem­
bina Branch miming parallel with 
the boundary, the crop is about two- 
thirds of an average one. Around 
Wawanesa and Souris the crop is also 
light. West of Napinka the crop is 
very nearly an average one. Through­
out the country north of this ti.wn 
«P -is far as Minnedosa, Rapid ( 
Shoal Lake ami Saltcoats, the . 
promises to lie a lull average one 1 
should judge that throughout Susk 
atchcwan there will lie somewhat 
under an average crop. In all parts 
of tilt country, however, the crop will 
average two weeks later than usual. 
Should irost keep off for ten days' 
later than the average season, tile 
quality "i the grain is likely to be 
much above the average, as our diy 
years usually produce the best grade 
of wheat. Throughout Southern Man­
itoba the prospects have greatly im­
proved during the past ten days or 
two weeks owing to frequent showers 
and warm weather. Night before last 
the temperalure dropped down to 
very nearly frcez.ing throughout this 
part ol the province, but no injury 
whatever was done as was proved by 
the uninjured niants of potatoes, 
cucumbers, eti

"Farmers mighout the country 
arc in a 11 u lutter position to stand 
a slight .ick than they were a 
few years o, and I do not anti­
cipate eat stringency from the

Mi George H. Greig, Presi­
dent uf the Winnipeg Indus­
trial Exhibition, writes :—

"This country has got beyond the 
stage where a partial crop lailure in 
any one section will mean blue ruin 
to the whole of the Northwest of 
Canada. The crop conditions at the 
present time have very much improv­
ed over what they were a few wicks 
ago. In Southern Manitoba the crops 
have suffered from lack of rain and 
will lie short and light in Northern 
Manitoba 1 all north of the C. I*. R. 
main line 1 prospects are very gond. 
Saskatchewan is mostly good, both 
north, centre and south, but through­
out Manitoba and Saskatchewan they 
are about two weeks late, but there 
is no reason why we should not have 
a fall this year as free from frost as 
we have had in several other veurs. 
The Alberta crop prospects arc good.

"The remarks made by the inter­
viewer in the Weekly Sun about 
prairie land adjoining Winnipeg sell­
ing at $2onn a foot, is absolute 'rot,' 
and a paper such as the Sun should 
not lie silly enough to make such 
quotations."

SASKATCHEWAN.

Mr. F. Iledley Auld, chief of 
the Bureau of Information and 
Statistics at Regina, writes. 
Pinclosing a report on the crops 
of Saskatchewan, compiled from 
reports sent in by upwards 
of a thousand correspondents 
throughout that province, dated 
August 1st. Summarised it as 
follows :

"The healthy growth of the grain 
crops reported a month ago has lieen 
maintained. This season has demon-


