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Reminiscences of Crin

T'is not often that one finds so many fine farm
l Lomes 1 a small section,” a tourist was
beard to remark recently after driving through a
portion of Brant Co., Ont, “There must be lots

of money in farming to build houses such as I
have scen to-day,” he added,

“Those homes are a product of war times,”
answered the old gentleman to whom the remark
was addressed. “‘At least a lot of them are. 1
can remember when wheat sold over $2 a bushel.
One crop of wheat paid for lots of the homes you
noticed.  I'm  afraid some farmers wepe doing
so well they hoped the war would keep right on
Those were the days when farms were bought at
long: prices, and paid for in record time."”

Frequently one stil] hears men well on in years
telling of the prosperity of rural Ontario during
pist war times, The feminiscences of our old-
ermen are of particular interest now that we are
gaged in another great war, Farm and Dairy
has recently secured letters from a couple of the
veteran farmers whose memory of our last great
war is still fresh,

A"VerERAN spRAKS

"I well remember the Russian war,” writes
Mr. Albert Tamblyn, of Durham Co., Ont., in a
reccnt letter to Farm and Dairy. “I was hardly
thirteen years old. War was declared on the
¥th of March, 1854, Ag regards prices every-
thing was high, Wheat sold from $1.50 to $2.60;
lind went from $50 ag acre to $100, and some
choice places ag high as $140. Most all the far-
wers were building barns, houses, buying land,
ad making money fas, There are on the 6th
‘ncession of Clarke, where I have lived for 60
years, eight or nine stone houses, and twelve
brick ones, costing from $1,500 to $3,000, and
Most of them were built from 1864 to 1865,

“A farmer was not afraid to buy a farm at
1 know one young
"an who at that time started to work on a 100
‘m and went $300 in debt to start, In
ars he had over $2,000 let out at eight

per «'m.. and since then bought the farm at
#90 an acre, and paid for it. He is now living
fetired.

“My father bought a 100 acre farm, and bor-

rowed $1,200 ar eight per cent., and pai it all
back the next year off the 180 acres we farmed.

This is the same place my son, A. J.. is now
workin .

And we had money left.
HIGH 008T OF LIVING
“We had about 40 acres of wheat that went 39

bushels an acre, and sold it over $1 a bushel. |
el you. Mr. Editon, we ralk about the high cost

of living now, but I have seen it beaten. Farmers

id at Russiar war times from $200 to $350 for a
Pukky and $700 to $800 for a double carriage, and

om 8% to $190 for a double set of silver mount-
d barness.  When it came to building churches

I know of farmers who signed $200, $500, §750
and $1,200, and paid it It is not the high cos:
of living to-day; it is the high cost of extrava-
gance, high tariff and bad voting, that makes
hard times."

A CAUTION.

“My recollections of the time of the Crimean
war, in the eighteen fifties, is that it was a time
when some farmers got very high prices for their
grain, and others held it until the war was over,
and then sold for what they could get,” writes
Mr. Charles O'Reilly, of Peterboro Co,, Ont. “A
man in Seymour Township had a large crop of
wheat, for which he was offered $2 a bushel. He
said it would go higher, When the war ended he
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iean War Times

sold it for four shillings (80 cents)
Others did the same and sold for what they could
&et when the war Was over. Prices came down
suddenly, and times were bad for some time
after the war, My experience has been that it is
better to sell when the price is 80od and take 1o
chance of 5 drop. The man who sells when pe
is ‘ready to, if prices ave nght, usually js he
safest'in the end,”

Farm and Dairy would welcome letters frem
others of Our Folks whose memories carry them
back to the carly fifties. We do not expect an
exact ljnphc:lion of conditions, but such remin-
iscences are most interestin,
generation,

A Corn Belt Pinion on Plowing

By H, Smith, Iinois, in Farmers' Review
CONTRARY to the opinions of some farmers
it has long been my method to prepare
my soil in the fall for the next year's planting.
Some stil cling to the beljef that sod soil will
do better for corp if it be freshly turned over in

a  bushel.

& 10 us of the youager

my system,

As late as possible in the fall T hitch to the
three-horse sulky, and begin cuiting  off the
&round in deep slices, | p3w deep, but do not
tura all the grass under, I try to leave it ridged
in strips of uniform thickness. When the entire
field has ‘been thoroughly Upturned, 1 leave it
unlil: the spring. During the winter .ne soil
thoroughly freezes, which is of great benefit to
the soil itself a5 well as an impontant factor in
ridding the ground of grub worms and other in-
sect pests,

I have often

observed the unsatisfactory re-
sults of shallow

working of the seed-bed. One
plowing for corn ground across
the field from » neighbor, he critcized me for
cutting my ground, declaring that | was thin-
ning my horses and putting myself 1o extra, un-
@ecessary labor, when a four-inch fallow was
quite sufficient. However, | went ahead, carry-
ing out my principles, and in the fall garnered
@ third more corn than he,

I am also a firm believer in frequent plowing,
Just  for experiment we fal] plowed a five-acre
tract twice, re-broke it in the spring, and plant-
ed to comn. The result Was a field that yielded

more than the adjoining field that had been fall
plowed once, disked and harrowed in the spring.

I consider the value of fall plowing three-fold :
first, A means of absorbing moisture; second,

vegetation,




