June 21, 1912

Promineat Topics.

To judge by the amount of <pace
devoted by the
papers to the Republican Convention,
a4~ compared with the space devoted to all other sub

The Adjunct,

some of Canadian

ot a stranger might be pardoned for imagining
gt Canada is really a mere adjunct of the United
States after all,
Alderman  Lapointe objects to - the
The City amd  (Jeepening of the river on the cast,
the Harbor. ommonly called the south, side of St
Helen's Island, by the Harbor Com
He thinks  the should
with the civie  authorities

1ONers. Commissioners

confer before  executing
The trouble is that when the Harbor

Commissioners do any work on this side of the

public works,
river
the aldermen want to tax them for it

According to a report issued by the

Trades Union |)ominion

Statistics.

Department  of  Labor,
trades unionism is not as much deve
loped in Canada as m most countries,
and  their
total population in thirteen of the principal countries
i« as follows:

Iie number of members perecntage to

P.Coof Members

Total Members To Population

Austria .. 400,505 1.4
Relgium .. . 1.8
Dermark .. .. L
France N 3.5
Gorman Empire i1
Hungary .. i
naly .. ¢ <o o
Netherlands .. 2.4
Sweden .. 2.7
Switzerland . 3.1
United Kingdom h.4
U'nited States .. . @ 3.0
Canada .. .. .. . Lk 2.0

1,741 unions in (
are international.

There are anada, of which 1,531
On another page of this issue, we

The Imsuramce publish o portion of the text of a

Education of  potable address by Hono W. HL
the Public. Hotehkiss on the subject of the in

airance education  of the  public.
Fo Tir CHRONICLE, 1t is 4 matter of some gra
tification that  this  question is being taken up,
as in his recent address at Montreal, and  his
pore  recent  utterance, by so distinguished —a

Mr. HotehKiss, for
Tue Crroxicn has been urging the ned essity

publicist  as sinee some  time
past
for action by the companies in Canada on educa
vional lines,  Fortunately, thus far in Canada we
have been spared the experience of the ireak legisla
tion with which insurance organizations in the ad
ioining republic have beca too often afflicted, but 1t
wenot be said that the existing condition of insur

¢ airs in Canada in regard to matters legisla-
e, is e, tirely satisfactory.
fire co npsaieeg and underwriters, W Lo escape the cus

tomary taxation, <€ gransact an amount of business n
Canada equal to wmh of the business transacted
5

THE CHRONICLE.

The fact that unlicensed |

.\'4)5

by the companies regularly licensed by the Dominion

Department of Insurance 1s evidence enough that all

is not well in the fire field; the life companes arg
aubjected by various authorities to heavy and un
]l|~l||'|.|’rh> taxation, so that in the case of the 'ro
vince of Quebee, for every hundied d dlars pand by
policyholders in this provinee m prenums, about two
dollars is  promptly taken away in taxe And as

regards casualty and other msurance it would not he

at all surprising to find in the not distant tature,

politicians - discussing the question of taking leave

from the books of some of the countries of Furope

and states

State

of the Union, where elaborate schemes of
lately

that, even in what may bhe termed

imsurance  have  heen mtroduced. So

\\hl-.l
\nd when

work which miaght be

pres entive

tion there is a large ficld to be covered

consideration 15 given to the

usefully taken up with a view to educating the pub

lic in the possibilities and value of insurance, 1t

at once obvious that an enormous field  for useful
cftort 1s open

It 1s matter for satisfaction that the Life Under
writers” Association of Canada at their forthcoming

Montreal convention, intend to take up the question
of co-operative the

success of any campaign of this Kind must depend very

imsurance  publicity, ¢ ivionsly,

largely upon the fieldman, who, to the insurer, per

sonifies not only the oftice to which he s attached
but insurance itself. When the fickdmen have got
going, it will he for the ofhice to co-operate, Tor the

best efforts of both office and field will he necess
in an effort of this kind

ary

The following table from the

Taxation Under Free  [lpn-h Statistical Abatract s
Trade and Under being quoted to show that the
Protection. tanation per capita is greater
in England  than i highly
protected countric Duties
Duth Same in *Popu received

received $at $1.87 lation per
capita

United States L6802 00 a0 §i

Gorman Empire 25, 188800 B0

United Kingdom 2400 16668 000 450 2

France 15 000 112579709 o 2

Argentina 07000 THOLNO%0 G0 12

Italy 3 12 826 000 G2 452 620 34N 1
*Miltlons

The argument suggested is It

nevertheless some of the inferences drawn may he

souned,

possibly

misleading,  Some analysis of the figures to Jhow

the varions sources of revenue absolutely necessary

to base any reliable and use ful reasoning upon them

For instance, the present British CGovernment gets a

large proportion of its revenue from income tax, m

testate and legacy  duties,  taxation of corporate

The

a large number of wealthy

wealth, customs duties on sparits and tobaceo
United Kingdom continns
people tributary 1o Mr. Lloyd George in ways that

have nothing to do with free trade or protection
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