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SHALL WE USE SUGAR IN FEED- 
ING OUR BEES ?

If the world were perfectly honest, 
If not a shadow of suspicion rested 
upon the honesty of any man of us, 
then could we answer yes, unhesitat
ingly to the question. Shall we use 
sugar In feeding our bees ? We could 
then be sure that if any sugar at all 
reached the honey to be sold it would 
be small in amount, so small that nei
ther you or I would hesitate an in
stant to class it as pure honey. We 
should be unable to tell by taste or 
by other test that a possible one per 
cent of the honey was not honey.

But since many men are dishonest, 
since men will cheat, since they will 
face a barrel of apples, since they will 
try to hide the poor sections in the 
middle of a case, since they will in
crease the output of their honey by 
the aid of sugar-feeding, since all these 
things and many more like unto them 
are true then must we hesitate to give 
an unqualified yes to the question ask
ed above. Yet I, for one, find it diffi
cult to say no to the question. In my 
own case I do not hesitate to feed 
sugar. I am confident that my reputa
tion for square deal raises my honey 
above the suspicion of Impurity. Still, 
I am not able to say that my own 
feeding Is not helping to keep down 
the price and consumption of honey 
the country over. And so the answer 
no hovers In my mind about as un
certain in alighting as the other an
swer.

That we must at times feed our bees 
Is beyond argument, it is, occasionally 
feed or lose the bees. No one will 
say no to that need, but with the ac
knowledgment of the right to feed 
comes the denial of the right to feed 
In a way which will cause suspicion.

To avoid suspicion we can feed 
honey; but for some of us to feed 
honey would mean a cutting down of

the income from the bees to tie 
tent of putting us out of the busine 
Moreover, there is always the lurkli 
danger of foul brood in feeding sir, 
honey to our bees. Then comes 
question, Is It possible to feed su* 
in a way that will avoid all sus; .Ido 
It has been suggested that we col 
the sugar syrup. This will protect t 
white-honey man I came near say! 
(the white honey-man) but still le 
the dark amber and buckwheat ha 
under the ban of suspicion. Alex* 
der feeds sugar by the barrel ami r 
buckwheat honey by the barrel Di 
old Langstroth said that he liked b» 
wheat honey diluted with white su 
syrup. Is this the reason that 
Alexander buckwheat honey Is so p 
ular ?

No, coloring the syrup will not or 
come the difficulty entirely. Yet 
would go far toward placing our 
liclous white honeys above the i 
plcion which now rests upon them, 
truth is that many people, old pei 
especially, who are prone to ext 
themselves decidedly, have firmly 
ed in their minds the honey w< 
comes from the box-hive, a honey 
dark, generally "a blend, seldom i 
They look askance upon a sectlon| 
snowy comb containing honey 
delicacy of flavor almost utiknown| 
“taken-up honey."

The whole subject Is fruiigti' 
difficulty, but we can surely use 
care, and we can surely parade t 
feeding less. I cannot, for one. 
prove of the parading of stimuli 
feeding when such feeding Is done 
sugar. I think that such advert! 
is unnecessary, and I believe «1 
over, that this variety of sugar-fee 
is scarcely legitimate. Again, 11 
disapprove of wholesale feeding 
before, during, or Just following 
honey-flow-. It may be easier * 
work about the apiary during a

honey, extrai 
edlng sugar s 
eh process Is n 
condemned. 
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