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This la one of the brightest, racleet. 

and most readable theological hooka 
we have taken up -for a long time. The 
work of the printer haa been well done. 
The book I» daintily gotten up, the ar­
rangement of all Ita chaptera exceed- 
h gly artlatlc. Ita print clear and read­
able.

The language la delightfully almple. 
and clear, and a "wayfaring man can­
not err therein." In thla reaped It la 
a splendid contract to many theological 
works, which often tax the mind of the 
reader to understand what la meant.
' Underatandeat thou what thou read- 
e»t" would be a very pertinent question 
to ask many a reader of theological 
works laaulng from the press at the 
present time. While the language la 
so vivid, at times It la beautifully* po­
etic. On page 36, when apeaklng about 
John’s banishment to Patmoa, the writ­
er puts H thus: "But this place (Pat- 
moa) which the heathen emperor, who 
had banished him. Intended 'aa hie 
prison became the tryatlng place with 
hla Lord. It was here that Jeaua ful­
filled that promise made ao many years 
ago. "If I will that toe tarry till I com-3 
what la that to thee." At times the 
writer Is exceedingly terse, as, for In­
stance, when discussing "the sending 
of the Spirit," he opens the chapter 
with "But a prepared place Is worthless 
without a prepared people," and Im­
mediately he proceeds to show Jesus’ 
method of preparing His people for the 
Heavenly Home.

At times Mr. McFarlane la vividly 
graphic. On page 83 he haa the follow­
ing pungent sentence: "It would be 
easy for the well-groomed dweller 1n 
the comfortable ave.iues of life to utter 
a severe condemnation of the life and 
character of the lad who never breath­
ed any other atmosphere than that of 
the foul and vicious slums, and around 
whose threshold the fierce demons of 
temptation have ever battled for hla 
soul."

Through the whole work there Is a 
fine spirit of reverence and love and 
loyalty to the Master. While it reveals 
all the way through a sort of slumber­
ing spirit of controversy that might be 
easily awakened, yet the general trend 
is positive rather than negative, 
reveals a man behind it, who Is willing 
to do battle at any moment for what 
he believes to be the truth.

Mr. Macfarlane has chosen very ap­
propriate titles for his chapters. His 
"Short chain of Internal evidence" Is 
short, but clear and convincing to a 
candid mind. "Interviewing the Church 
Fathers and their Foes" reveals a fam­
iliarity and Intimate knowledge of ^he 
Fathers which show Mr. MacFarlane's 
grasp of history. "What Bt. John knew 
about Jesus" Is a chapter which brings 
out the psychological side of the writer, 
when he cays, page 31, "To know Jesus 
aright, one had to catch His Spirit as 
well as lay hold of His teachings"; he 
sort of gives us the key to his analysis.

"Upper sones In the life ot Jesus" 
reveals a fine Insight Into and deep 
sympathy with the grandest and great­
est moments of the Master. The d4f-

A quiet drive on Sunday with one's 
wife and children seems a very Inno­
cent form of recreation, and not op­
posed In letter or spirit to real Sab­
bath-keeping. "I find the children 
growing fretful or restless," a lady 
once told us, "and Instead of enforc­
ing silence, or compelling them to alt 
still with books In their hands. I just 
crowd the little things Into the car­
riage, and take them for a few miles 
into the country. That gives their 
father a chance to take hie afternoon 
nap In peace."

Good people, with Christian assoc­
iations, reason this way, and satisfy 
themselves that they have rendered 
the Sabbath all the respect to which 
It has a Just claim, If they go to 
church once a day and to the Sunday 
school In the afternoon. There is a 
letting down of the standard In this 
matter, which is to be deplored.

We have no doubt that the earn.* 
men and women who go with easy 
minds on their little drives through 
leafy woods robed in vernal ’■ auty, 
and over breezy hills and past quiet 
villages, are themselves Indignant nt 
the wholesale Sabbaiu breaking of the 
travelling public. They resent the 
scream of the locomotive, and the 
rushing thunder of the train. They 
are scandalized at the crowds who 
seek the beach and throng the parks 
on Sunday. As for the so-called "sac­
red” concert on Sunday afternoon, 
which allures Its patrons with 
blushing attractiveness, they hold It 
In horror.
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Presbytery of Honan, China, nom­
inates Rev. Dr. R. P. MacKay for the 
mcderaturshlp of next Assembly; and 
the Presbytery of Brandon, Man., 
does a like service for Rev. Dr. Car­
michael, of King.

We are glad to note the return home 
of Rev. W. A. J. Martin, convener 
of F. M. Committee, in greatly Im­
proved health. He will leave next 
month for the Old Land and will 
attend the great Missionary Council 
In Edinburgh. It is rumored that 
one oftour colleges will shortly 
fer a degree on Mr. Martin.

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Thornton are at
present visiting friends in Canada. Dr. 
Thornton was minister 
Church, Montreal, before he was called 
to a U.P. Church In Glasgow, 
more than twenty years he has been 
pastor of a large congregation In Lon­
don, where he has done highly useful
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It Is gratifying to learn that Princi­
pal Gordon Is convalescing very fav­
orably after his recent severe attack 
of grippe. He was able to take a 
short walk for the first one day early 
in the week a. 
strength rapidly, 
convocation with the Principal ab­
sent would be a most depressing pic­
ture, but fortunately there now seems 
to be no danger of such a dlsappoint-

has been gaining 
The thought of a

And yet It is difficult to draw tin 
line between right and 
where except plumb with a certain

wrong any-

old-fashioned command, laid down In 
an old-fashioned book: "Remember 
the Sabbath day to keep It holy.’* "Ye 
shall keep My Sabbaths and rever­
ence My sanctuaries." In kind, the 
quiet Sunday drive is as open to crit- 
ic.un as the crowded Sunday train, 
or the gay Sunday excursion boat.

Gur Anglican friends are considered 
sluw and very conservative In 
things, but in the matter of giving for 
Church purposes they show other de­
nominations a splendid 
leust so fur us the United States are 
concerned. We are told that "for 
eral years the Episcopalians over there 
have averages! twenty dollars per

example, at
A strictly kept Sabbath need not be 

oppressively formal, nor obtrusively 
Pharisaical. The Lord’s day, the day 
of his resurrection, should be full of 
a subdued gladness, sweet with a 
spiritual fragrance. The youngest 
child in a Christian household may 
learn to greet It with delight, and 
still It may be kept wholly separate 
from the work and play lawful on 
other days. The secular days will be 
more profitable If the Sabbath le 
guarded from labor and from amuse- 
mtnts, and spent, as Sabbaths should 
be, entirely In divine service, or in 
divinely appointed rest.

Notwithstanding the large In­
crease in the number of communicants 
the average remains at that high mark. 
The Presbyterians are maintaining a 
bittudurd of approximately 
lars and fifty cent* per member each 
}ear." We do not know the tigurts for 
tile two dtJioni.nation# in the Domini 
ion; but we incline to the opinion that 
Canadian Presbyterians, were such a 
comparison instituted here, would make 
a butter relative showing than their 
bit-Un en in the United States.
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Attrafctlve features of The Studio J!for Match are reproductions in colors 
of an oil painting and two water color 
^rawing* by Albert Goodwin, HAS.; 
a monotint reproduction of an etched 
portrait of the Dowager Queen of Swe­
den. by Andree Zorn; a monotint repro­
duction of an etching by Ferdinand 
Bo berg, entitled Notre Dame, Paris, a 
Rainy Day. An article by A. Lys Bal­
dly on Tlie Art of Mr. Albert Goodwin, 
fourteen Illustrations; Contemporary 
Japanese Painting, by Sul-lchi Takl, 
eleven illustrations;
Swedish Etchers, by 
ten Illustrations. In 
be found brief letters from 
with numerous Illustrations, 
dents in several E .ropean Capitals, 
School Notes. R views and Notices. 
The Studio Is eas.iy at the head of the 
world's art per odlcals:: 44 Leicester 
Square, London, W.C.

Voting In Congregational churches on 
Church Union has been going on for 
some time. In Hamilton the vote was 
practically unanimous in favor of It. 
In Montreal the returns are not yet 

anuel Church 105 
Inst were record- 

in Calvary Church out of 160 quail- 
60 voted for and 25 against; 

Zion Church, out of 200 voters, gave 
83 ballots for, 54 against; Amherst Park 
congregation, 
unanimous in favor of Union; Bethle»- 
hern Church, Westmount, gives 88 for 
Union and only one ag 
ford Is reported as against; an 
onto le said to be strongly In 
Full returns from the churches is 
peeled shortly, whew we shall know 
finitely how our Congregational breth­
ren stand on the question. It Is an­
nounced that the Congregational Un­
ion for all Canada will meet In Co- 

g in June; a notable gathering for 
denomination.
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