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“THY BROTHER'!'-—MY SON!" jov s \_u than a lost coin or a lost great many things; one who had

By Austin L. Budge, M. A,

In the Parable of the Prodigal. one’s
feelings receive a severe shock as
soon as the elder son comes into the
storv. All is eatisfvine un to that
point.  But had the Father not heen
the perfect tvne he waz there might
have heen serions from the
new cirrumetances attendine his re-
wnited family Thy Brother! My
Son! seemed to he the two terms,
which rontained arcument enough in
themselves, for the Father to make in
hie defense reeardine the feast

Take the wards af the elder in or-
der to fanl hoaw thev cound. It was
thrown in the fase af the noor penitont
that he had in'eed arainst
Wanwan and amainct overy relative he
had uron the earth The names
wend wora vila and nttered in anger.
Hie attitnda was en indienant and un-
bendine that he heino the
nearect in kinchin nreferred tn remain
bevond the circle of those w ho would
conntenance and encovrage the prodi-
gal's rectoration,

It was not the one who had the
most reason to complain, that made
the heaviest demands on him who
eoncht peace, It was the Father'
moner that had heen snent 23 shame-
fullv. It w=s his heart that hal
known unfi treatment. Fven all
his eoodnees as a Father had not
availed to save the home from divisio.
and shame. Riehtly did the penitent
sum up his cuilt when he confessed
that it had been not so much against
his btother, as his Father.

But the bitter drop in the cup is
this. that the Father gomz inuch fur-
ther than eranting pardon, found the
elder son determined to act much
less than forgivine,  Brotherhood was
found to be in that family a weaker
concideration  than  the houschold
roods, Jut sonshin never broke, for
neither “death nor life” was able to
separate him from his Father.

Todav. however. this story of loag
ago has become a fact in many of our
churches. The old drunkard. for ex
ample, has come to himsell. He sees
ruin and love hefore his soul. i
perish with sin.” he exclaims. Ha
has heard in the church many an invi-
tation to return to the fold of Christ
There too, he has witnessed many 2a
cacrament of the Lord's Supper. He
is impelled by 1 hundred feelings to
bhestir himself while vet there is a
time. and he comes a truly plniten:
man back to the door of the church
with no other hope or expectation
than that his misery of soul and boly
might be assnaged.

Because it was mainly his God and
Father that he had sinned against, ke
must of necessity in the first place
meet Him. Tt is an hour of life at its
high tension.  Tn the one case it is

resylte

cinned

althaneh

sheep can bring when they are foun 1.
A son that was lost has returned. Tt
i« meet therefore that God the Va-
ther he moved exceedinalv, On the
other side it is a soul dead in the spirit-
ual world coming to life.  Now he is
as a new man in a new world.  His
desire is no longer to look back into
that far country of vanity and misery.
but to press onward where he is find-
ing all things new. His cry also is
not. T perish here with hunger. but I
comnt all things but loss for the ex-
cellence of the knowledge of Christ
Tesns the Tord. and thus his heart i<
tan full for either the extended con-
fession or profession desired.

Thus he enters the church and looks
for the back seat or for the gallery as
~ood enough for such prodigals as he.
To the Lord’s Table he has no heart
to seek, willing rather to be a mere re-
tainer in the House of God. Tru»
he has left his sins and returned to a
moral life, but his rags are still upom
Fim and his eves can hardly be lifted
for shame.  His hands are clean as
water can make them and so are his
feot. hut he has no claim on cither a
ring for his finger or shoes

But what a surprise! How unconi-
mon in this world!  Repentance 1s a
“saving grace.”  He is saved not only
from hell but from slavery. He has
neither lost his soul nor his sonship.
wehold the robe of Christ's righteous-
ness to cover all his rags! And look,
the ring with the family crest is re-
placed upon his finger, and shoes for
his feet, to set him free as a son with
every authority and comfort of his
birthright! And now for the feast re-
served for, special guests! Such a
eries of surprises are never met with
clsewhere.  He had been a drunkard
wasting body, soul and wealth until he
is in want for everything.  But he has
found God different from every other
one he has known since his mother
died of a broken heart.  The settle-
ment comes to be simply this—-an
honest repentance, an unqualified re
storation.  The way is clear as direct
¢d by  God to any place and anv
privilege in the church:  For his
Heavenly Father did not call for th:
best rohe, the ring. or the shoes ‘o
mock him. but to get him at the
hanquet where none would do less
than rejoice together,  So being
drunkard or any other sinner is not an
eternal har to the respect, the elder-
ship. the sacrament or any other
privilege in the Christian church to
which God points the way after re-
storation.

Having thus dealt with his Heaven-
|v Father, he must now be reconciled
with his elder brother.  Plainly in
the parable this means his pharisaical
brother, He was a good man in a

never wasted either his body or meaas
on intemperance or any other immor-
ality.  He was a man strict in the
performance of his religions obser-
vances. Yea possibly a Presbyterian
of the Presbyterians.

“What does all this mecan in the
kirk today?’ he asks the minister.
“Oh a poor drunkard is to be baptized
and admitted into the full communion
with the church. Huts, man! The
like of him allowed in our wirk! It
would drive all decent folk away to
permit such a thing.  There would
he more sense in getting a rope to
hang him for all the cursing and swetr-
ing that we have heard from his
drunken mouth these twenty years
past.  As for me | shall not be one
of those who shall allow him to profa:
the Lord’s Table.”

“But he is our brother,” said the
minister. "It is trpe that he has boen
intemperate, and has followed all tl.:
evils in connection, but then he was
dead to spiritual things, but now we
have good reason to believe that he is
alive again.”  Come to the Sacrament
with us on Sunday for our Heavenly
Father has brought forth the “best
robe of righteousness,” has given him
the assuring ring as a testimony of his
sonship.  Come and let us rejoice
together.”

But he was angry and would not go
in.  Yet on Sunday the minister was
not the only one who gave this lost
one to feel that he was a brother in-
deed. In our churches very little is
said, yet the hearts respond in secret
with joy and sympathy. Let it be
said also that the “poor soul” who has
first dealt with his Heavenly Father,
will be hurt but not turned -away, by
the sneers and reminders of his phari-
saical brother.  No doubt his words
will heal best the more earnestly he
prays, and returns  good for evil.
And this too in justice should be ob-
served that the “elder brother” does
not in any general sense represent t'e
spirit of the member of the church.
Never before have so many people
been moved by the thought that all
men are of one blood, and are the ofi-
spring of God" It is because our
Heavenlv Father has called this man—
My Son! that so many rise up and dea!
with him as Our Brother. Tet us
then make merry over all this and let
them hear outside the church our
joy!

Donald G. Mitchell, whose stories under
the pen name of “Tk Marvel” have heen
widely read, is living quietly at his home
in New Haven, Conn. and will shortly

celebrate his Rird birthday.

The congregation of Lorne Street U. "
church, Campbelltown, (the largest in the
denomination in the west of Scotland out-
side of Glasgow), against which interin:
farewel!

interdict has been granted, had
services on the 2nd inst,
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