
rœ E'*cfPt’ perhaps, in the matter of house accommodation, it might not be 
difficult to prove that the every-day life of the old American savage was superior 
to that of peasants m some civilised communities to-day. This, not so much to 
the credit of the Indian, as to show that modern society in at least a few of its 
phases, has not made all the advance it was capable of making, or that we have a 
right to suppose it should have done.

In the region of the aesthetic, the Indian, even of this northern latitude 
occupied an immensely higher plane than the class just mentioned. He under­
stood the effect of colour and employed it to some purpose, both in personal 
decoration and on articles ot manufacture ; his sense of the elegant in form is well 
illustrated in the graceful outline given to many of his coarse clay vessels, his 
pmes of stone and clay, and in the great variety of beautifully fashioned objects 
which are known to us, for the want of a more definite name, as “ceremonial " 
weapons. In the adornment, too, of his clay pipes and pots he attempted to 
please the eye by means of depressed lines, dots and circles, to form patterns, some 
of which are both regular and complicated. 1
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in the grave to facilitate the passage of the soul from and to the body, and 
recently it was customary to bore one or more holes in the coffin for 
purpose.
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used them. The whole idea is graphically illustrated in the following Oiibwa 
tradition or myth. “ Gitchi Gauzini was a chief who lived on the shoref ofLake

aiy 0ncJ v ter a few day8’ illness he seemed to die. He had been a 
skilful hunter, and had drsired that a fine gun which he possessed should be 
buiied with him when he died. But some of his friends not thinkin» him really 
S\h,Srrb0dy7aS,r,t.buned; his widow watched him for four days he came

& Sa ire?'
moose,

88
...

. ..


