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P™''""'-» "'d consumers of the worl.l :

and fZr^
P^bLc Legislation will add ,o their welfareand consequent spending power, the more it will do for thefostenng of all the other branches of national greatness

That up to this time, the fiscal policy of the Governmenthas been such as to afford them but indirect and liSalthough undeniable advantages, whilst as ri^htl contended by our petitioners, direct benefits and p^fits couldbe bestowed on them without encroaching on the welfare
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That for instance, the consumption of tobacco, whichgrows from year to year to immense proportion
, goesalmost e..ch.s,vely to the making of "the fortunes of fo4vnfarmers, when ,t ,s a well known fact that our soil is wtlladapted for the production of the first quality of tobaccoT

That the inability of the Canadian farmers to competewith other and remote parts of the world is due entirely toour fiscal legislation, which practically puts foreign prilù
cers, already skilled in this branch of agricul.urf on theame foot.ng as our people, foreign leaf tobacco enter ngn the Customs free of duty, whilst Canadian tobacco I
r:Si::f;''^^^'"^^-'-''"'-'f™-^withth:

That your petitioners beg to suggest that the system ofexcise duties, which might have been the only possible svstern years ago, when the tobacco industry was in its infancy
IS fast being driven to the class of antiquated notions, Jr.rounded as it is with a complicated, useLs, and exr^Xe
machinery, mvolving too much technicality and red tape

;

That, through its injust mode of collecting duties, the


