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RRPOBT ON POPnr.VR EDUCATION

the head of the system l.as time or opportunity to estabh'sh and hrinc into
ettect.ve operation any one branch of it. School legislation, therefore, with our
American neighbours is as unsettled now, as it was at the beginning of the last
twenty year, and more; it has been undergoing successive modifications

; and

every other resjject. They seem to forget that the representative fimctions ofg^mnmen ,-the power to exercise which is based on popular election-relate
chiefly to the makznff of laws, and the imposition of tares : b..t that the
.arn^.n^stration of lawshould be free from thelfluencesofpopl 'J^ 1^

• based on immutable maxims of justice and patriotism. They recogniz thi.

c V kwT; "'J.y-i^-r't -f «-> supreme judges of constituttnal and

tl edetT' "'rf
*'*7 '° *•'« ""P'-*^'"^ administration of school law, and in

thedevelopmentof school economy. Should their State School Superintendents
.tier bemg carefully selected, hold their office, during pleasurc-anotW wo dwith us for during good behaviour and efficiency-thefe'would be n.uch mo e

lyXns
'"^""''^ """^"''"^ ""''* '^"'""''^ consolidating their sch.u.l

Our American friends appear to me to suffer equally, if not more, in theireducationa mterests from their love of rotation of office and frequent popul
election to it, m respect to their county and town Superintendcnl of choo"Their system appears to me to be inconsistent, as a general rule, with the selec"t.on of competent superintendents, or with the impartial and though adm„iltration of the law, ainong those by whom the local superintendents IreTZor opposed, and to whom such superintendents are looking for votes at an Inproaching e ection. Under the operations of such a systL, it apnea s to methere must frequently be as much electioneering ^ schod superiEeLe Zadimnistration

;
that the latter will often be warped to advance the formr. or

"

IS expressed m an American report, that there will be much "log ZuLZpipe-laymg" to secure the universal stxffrage of election or re-efectTon to H joffice, at the expense of the advancement and elevation of the school.

4 In the/W^A place, I think the progress and efficiency of the common schoolsm the neighbounng States are also much impeded by /, absence ^any^^tUkeav^xforms^of text-looks, the great evils of the endless varieiof wh "hare graphically portrayed and earnestly lamented in their school repXwt-the removal of which no remedy is provided.

Such appears to me the chief defects in the American School systems, .o fara. I have been able to examine and observe them. In a former nart nf fl,

ITl '"VT' :'"* *^^'"^' '' "^ the,cardinal defects of die e1 ithelementary school system, as compared with that of other European Oountf^and I trust our American neighbours will not regard the above remarks a.'proceedmg from any other than the most friendly fbeliugs. and a sii ceTdeeii^to adrance the best interests of univei-sal education.
^


