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soniewliat dittereiit from the inirliff ones, and Dr. Budge says the
theory is strengthene.l l.y the fact that " archa-ologioal considerations
indicate tliat the pyianiids wliicli have diflV-rei,t orientations helong to
diH'erent periods."

Prof. C. I'lazzi Sniytii, as you proltal.ly all know, wrote a hook on
"Our Inheritance in the Great Pyramid," in which he insisted that it was
a measure of the polar diameter of the Earth, and was intended as u
standard of weights and measures. It seems, however, thoioughly
established that it is so oriented timt tlie passage points due north, at al.

nngle wliich Col. Howard Vy.se measured as 26' 4
1

'. Sir John Herscliel
calculated that in 2,121 B.C. the star a Draconis was the Pole star, and
that its lower culmination was then 26^ in' 45". As the annual j.reces-
sion in noi-th polar distance in that part of the sky is lb', the date of the
orientation, .supposing Col. Vyse's measure to he exact, was 83 vears
))efore, or 2,201 B.C.

According to Dr. F. C. Penro.se, Greek temples were similarly
oriented, and in the same number of the ProceediHfjs of the Uoyal
Society he gives several new instances. Three of the temples he has
thus surveyed are oriented to //. Arietis, rising ; two to Spica lising

;

one each to a Pegasi setting and a Leonis rising. To illustrate the'

method of investigation I transcribe one :^-
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In the case of temples the star would shine through some oi-ening in
the wall into the adytum at the date of the festival with which °lhe
temple was connected.

The Greeks took lessons in astronomy from the Eu'vptians, and per-
haps from the Assyrians, and in due cour.se became thL teachers of the
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