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among people of his own rank in life. It did seem most
singular that he should seek to place the child with her.

Mrs. Walsham was not given to thinking what her neigh-

bors would say, but she thought of the buzz of comment
and astonishment which her taking the charge of this

child would excite. She had been particular in keeping
her little school to some extent select, and as it was now
as large as she could manage unaided, she was able to make
it almost a favor to the farmers' wives to take their girls.

But to do Mrs. "Walsham justice this thought had less

influence with her than that of the time and care which
would be required by a child of that age in the house.

Certainly, she thought, as she looked at her sitting with

her eyes wide open and an expression of grave wonder in

her face, " she is a little darling, and as Jim saved her life

I have a special interest in her; but this is out of the

question." It was two or three minutes before she an-

swered the showman's last words.

"No, it cannot be done. Sergeant Wilks. No money
that could be paid me would make up to me for the charge

of a child of her age. I am all day in school, and what
could a child, especially one accustomed to be out all day,

do with herself ? The worry and anxiety would be im-

mense. Were it not for my school it would be different

altogether. A cliild of that age, especially such a sweet

little thing as your granddaughter seems to be, would be

a pet and amusement; but as it is, I am sorry to say that

it is out of the question. But surely you will have no diflfi-'

culty in finding plenty of good women who would be glad

to take her, and to whom, having children of the same
age, she would be no trouble whatever."

" Yes," the sergeant said slowly, " I was afraid you would
say that, ma'am. Besides, though you are good enough
not to say it, I know that there must be other objections.

I know you must be surprised at my wanting her to be


