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by which the GtoTcrnmenta of UfanUob* and Onturlo are now piMjtng to tk« ma
traflc, thty may expect to be laagbed at—aa tbey onght to be—and to have no In-
floaace whaterer with Oovernmenta or Lexlalatnm. If they will ataad ap Uka
men and stand together, they can win victories.

I aJao want to read, becauae thla is the proper place to do ao^ a lettar
which appeared In an evening paper in this city several days ago, written tor
E. Poroeroy. the compiler of this book, by whoee efforts we have been enabled
to dlscuas this queetlon IntelllsenUy, and from whose sutements, aa shown In
this book, I have been able to ahomr conclusively this afternoon that the poal-
tiona aamuned by the honorable »enUeman, each one of them seriatim and
In the whole collectively, have not been founded on the facts as expresMd by
Mr. Pomeroy. Mr. Pomeroy. who la an enthusiast on the subject of the roter-
endum, writes as follows:

.
^'•'".National Direct LeKlglnttoD Lcaifuo can only regard any development or

application of the referendum with pleasure, and Us advocacy liy a great party like
tne liiDeral party of Canada, and Its apiiliratlon to even one great question la a
preat step in advance. We would be Riad to two It applied to all queatlona. bnt
weironic Its application to any. It is with decided approval that we greet the Prem-
ier Boss Mil. But there is one Important point In that bill which la deddedty
wrong. The provision, to be enacted—it must have not a majority of those voting on
ir, out a inajority of those oasting their votes at some other election—is almost un-
precedented In referendums. As long as every voter has the right and opportunity
to vote. If he voluntarily absents himself from the polls that action should not
iitrect the vesult. The decision should be by a majority of those actually voting.
AH tne iiiii Is constituted it counts 'nme who do not vote against the measure.
I lie effect of this will be that those who are opposed to It will stay at home, and
tuen both the measure and the referendum will be dl«irredlted because of the small

,,V 'f,'0°«» "" " this was Intended liccause the poll on the measnre Is not to be
liel.1 at the regular time with the other votings, but at a special election when
notniug else comes before the people, and when the people are not accustomed to

^?u''- J^{ coanje the stay-at-homes will be larger than ,at the regular time. An-
other effect of this will be that those in favor of the measure will stay away from
tne polls at the previous election. In orderthat the number polled then may be small,
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the majority which will have to te polled on the measure. I should

think all the prohibitionists would do this.

The honorable grentleman has taken good care In his bill that that last
resort of the pirohlbltlonlsts, vis., staylngr away from the polls at the B«neral
election, will not have the deelred effect

THE QUESTION OF COMPENSATION.
Now, Mr. Speaker, with reg:ard to tho question of compensation, the

honorable gentleman has chosen to give that question the go-by. He has not
chosen to submit the question of compensation to the people, at the same
time with the other question, out of which compensation is an offshoot,
and holds It, so to speak, over the heads of the people In the future,
with the suggrestlon that his attitude on the question of compensation may
have its uses in the future. What reason could there be, either In law or
In morals, I was going to say, but what reason can there be having re-
gard to the dictates of common sense. If the people are to pronounce up-
on the question of this bill that they should not pronounce on the compli-
cated question which arises out of It? 1 apprehend no good reasons could
be given, and no reason has been shown yet.

THE DETVriCE TO PREVENT ABSTENTIONS.
With regard to the number of votes required In order to carry this bill,

a more or less hurried consideration by myself of the figures at the last gen-
eral election, which as I understand now is to be the test of the vote for
this bill. Is as follows: At the last general election, roughly speaking,
there were 432,000 votes polled: In order to carry this bill It will be ne-
cessary that 216,000 votes be polled in Its favor. At the last Dominion pleb-
iscite the figures show the votes polled In favor of prohibition were 154,000
in round numbers, so that in order to carry this bill at the referendum
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