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friciKlsliip of ((cniiany \\()ul«l Kii^laiid al>aii(loii tli(>

KnUuti'. Jt Necincd iiii|K»s-ilili', lii.\\«\rr, tu make »iiy

(icnnaii friends n-ali/c that a nation wliicit |M'o|ioN<tl

to have l>r»th the htrongcht army and tiic Htronjirst navy
in the world wan "ot jroinj^' thr hcMt way to .kork .'

proinote a iR'afeaMc trnijH'r oitlu'r in itself or in otK^is,

anti ''lat. great an were tlu' virtues of (Jerniany, it w:ik

not ohviouHly more lovable to I he liritish |»ii)>li(' than

its neighbour across the i^hine.

The word for it all. I am afra* i must say. is simplv

"eoneeit". Jiut then I have ri-'' . that there have been

times when we ourselves were . iiilarly (litlicult to get

on with. J su)i]>o.<e nobody, at this tinu> of day. would

say that PalnierHton was j)ositively inirratiating in his

dealings with other countries, and if we want to see

how eoniincd wan the outlook of the middle-Victoria

n

Englishman we have but to go back to Ahitthew Arnold's

criticisms or Thackeray's imconscious e.xempliticntions.

And as I believed England had become a little more

tolerant, a littU^ less self-i)leasei|, a little less heavy-

handed than in Pulmerston's time, so 1 hoped that the

German phas' of self-gloriticat ion and disregard for the

feelings of ot. s would al;;o pass away, without a great

cataclysm, 1 was mistaken ; but 1 am not ashamed

of having ascribed to (jlermany a reserve of statesman-

ship and cool hcniso which it is now apparent it did

not possess.

It is with the economic aspects of the war that 1

purpose espociall}' to deal. Their im))ortance must not

be exaggerated. If the naval forces of the enemy and

of the Allies were equal, Gernumy would be in a far

safer position than this country ; for Germany has not

sacrificed its agriculture to its nuuuifactures to any-

thing hke the same extent as Great Britain, and it is


