
No agreement
on exploitation
of the moon's
resources

Uses of Outer Space will seek to reach a
consensus on themainoutstanding issue
of the extent to which the consent or
which Canada is a member, has success-
fully drafted four international conven-
tions on outer space covering: the legal
principles that will govern the use of outer
space; the rescue and return of astronauts
and the return of space objects; interna-
tional liability for damage caused by space
objects; and the registration of objects
launched into outer space. That agreement
has been possible on such a wide range of
issues is largely due to the growing sense
of interdependence among states and a
realization of common concerns that the
UN has helped to foster. The committee
has now turned its. attention to three
priority subjects: a draft treaty concerning
the moon; the legal implications of
"remote-sensing" of the earth from space;
and the elaboration of principles to govern
direct broadcasting by satellites. With
respect to the draft moon treaty, there has
been little progress, primarily because
there has been no agreement as yet on a
regime for exploitation of the moon's re-
sources. There continues to be basic differ-
ences between those countries that believe
the resources of the moon should be
treated as the "common heritage of man-
kind" and those that do not wish to place
undue international legal restrictions on
research and unforeseen future prospects
for exploitation of the moon's resources.

While considerable progress has been
made in the elaboration of legal principles
to govern remote-sensing of the earth from
space, there is still disagreement on the
legal rights, if any, a "sensed" state should
possess to protect itself from acquisition
and release of information acquired by a
"sensing" state that might be detrimental
to the interests of the sensed state.

There has also been considerable
progress in developing principles to govern
direct television broadcasting from satel-
lites. This year, the Legal Sub-Committee
of the UN Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space will seek to reach
a consensus on the main outstanding issue
of the extent to which the consent or
agreement of a state is a necessary pre-
requisite to the establishment of direct
television broadcasting services from satel-
lites. If this issue can be satisfactorily re-
solved, it should prove possible to draft
an agreement containing a full set of
principles respecting direct broadcasting
from satellites.

The shift in focus at the UN towards
North-South development issues has also
made itself felt in UN lawmaking activi-
ties. Negotiation of the Declaration on
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