established. There have been advances in co-operative programmes for defenc
research and production, as well as in communications and infra-structure. Minis- |
ters also noted the progress made by the Council in its study of the long-term |
problems of improving the deterrent and defensive strength of the Alliance. They |
instructed the Permanent Council to continue its examination of these urgent |
questions at an early date. : - '

10. The North Atlantic Treaty Alliance threatens no one. In the world as
it is today the Alliance must more than ever look to its defence, in view of
the ever-increasing military capability of the Communist bloc and its manifest in-
tention to expand its domination. So long as the Communist bloc is unwilling
to agree to real disarmament, the countries of the Alliance must continue to .
strengthen their forces and modernize equipment so as to be able to deal with §
any form of attack. Only by an increased defence capability can the Alliance [
continue to deter Communist aggression. This will require still further dedication |
and effort from the NATO nations: but the clear and growing threat they face
leaves no alternative. -

11. In considering civil emergency planning, particularly the protection of
the civilian population, the Council recognized that such measures represented
an essential element in the defence effort of NATO countries. :

12. In the economic field the Council noted that a mission of high-ranking
personalities had been set up in conformity with a decision taken at the last
Ministerial Meeting to study ways and means of assisting the efforts of Greece
and Turkey to speed up their development programmes and improve the living
standards of their peoples. The mission will report to the Council before the |
end of April, 1962.

13. Ministers emphasized the importance for member states, not only of
raising the living standards of their peoples, while maintaining an economic
structure capable of supporting an adequate defence system, but also of expanding
aid to the developing countries. The economies of the NATO countries are far
stronger now than when the Alliance was formed. Ministers stressed the need
to strengthen and deepen co-operation between all member countries in order
‘to continue this progress. ‘

14. The next Ministerial Meeting of the Council will be held at Athens
from May 3 to 5, 1962.
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