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supplied without payment to the United Nations, in accordance with 
strategic need. Canada is now supplying mutual aid to Britain, 
Australia, the Soviet Union, China and the French Committee of 
National Liberation.

A World-wide Effort

As the war has progressed, our effort has become more and more 
a world-wide effort. Canadian-made machines and munitions of war 
have been used on all the fighting fronts. Canadian sailors and 
merchant seamen have served on all oceans. Our airmen have fought 
in the battle of the skies around the globe. From the early days of 
the war our soldiers have helped to guard this island. They have seen 
active service in the Pacific area, as well as at Dieppe, and in the 
Italian campaign. To-day our army awaits the word of command 
to join with their comrades in the liberation of Europe. The morrow 
will witness Canadian forces taking part in a final assault upon Japan. 
Canada’s effort has truly become a world-wide effort.

An Enduring Effort

I need scarcely say that we are in this war to the end. Canada’s 
fight for freedom will be a fight to the finish. It is clear to our people 
that this war is all one war: a monstrous conspiracy of the fascist 
powers to dominate and enslave the world. Having taken up arms 
of their own free will, the Canadian people will not relax until 
freedom is secure. Canada’s effort will be an enduring effort.

A Long-range Effort

We have also sought to look beyond the war; to make our effort 
a long-range effort. The Canadian pepole, no less than the people 
of Britain, whose sacrifices have been so great, need the promise of a 
brighter future. To sustain us in our endeavours, we all need the 
vision of a new world order.

By co-ordinated action, by mutual aid, by continuous co-opera­
tion, the United Nations are achieving military victory. The widest 
measure of co-operation will be no less needed in the making and 
keeping of peace. While our primary aim, like yours, is military 
victory, our ultimate aim, like yours, is a better future for mankind.
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A National Effort

Above all, our war effort must be viewed as a national effort.
Our decision in 1939 was more than the free choice of a free 
parliament. It was the most solemn act of a free nation. Our war 
effort appeals to our national pride. We have sought to make it 
worthy of Canada.

Identity of Effort Throughout the Commonwealth

I have spoken of the war effort of Canada. May I hasten to say 
again that a like spirit has animated the war efforts of each of the 
other nations of the Commonwealth. With due allowance for varying 
conditions, the several aspects of Canada’s war effort have been 
paralleled in Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. When war 
came four nations, all of them thousands of miles from the scene 
of the conflict, ranged themselves at the side of Britain. To each 
the issue was plain; from each the response was immediate.
Each is seeking to put forth the utmost effort. The contributions 
of all bear the imprint of the initiative and self-reliance of the 
pioneer. Co-operation has marked their course throughout. Each 
is making a long-range effort which will prove to be an enduring 
effort. It is the pride of each that its war effort has been a national 
effort.

The Spirit of Freedom

Nor have we far to seek to discover the cause of this identity 
of effort. The spirit of a nation is not readily defined. It is known 
only as it is revealed. It resembles the flow of waters hidden beneath 
the earth’s surface. From time to time and from place to place the 
waters having their origin in some secret source reveal themselves 
as springs, or streams, or rivers. So also, from time to time, a nation’s 
spirit wells up from its source and manifests itself in the collective 
acts of a people. Such collective action is quickened and heightened 
at a time of war.

The war efforts of the nations of the Commonwealth owe their 
inspiration to a common source. That source is the love of freedom 
and the sense of justice which, through generations, have been 
nurtured and cherished in Britain as nowhere else in the world.
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