tion of havine them surve yed and sep apart in order
that encroachments on them might be prevented. The
aff ert,s made have not, hovrav‘e:-, o far been pr oduct ive
of a settlanant of the question, owine ainly to the
difficulty expsrienced in locating lmds at points
satisfactory to the Indians.

The Bands inhghitin- the upper St. Mairice Terri-
tory objected to La Tuque bhecause of its distance from
th eir lunting grounds, while f,?.né Ahenekis objected to
it on the ;:;'mmd not only of its distance from tle
centres of civilizaticm, hut because, as they all ege,
the country is roocky and sterile.

In order to meet this objection the Crowm Lands
Department off ared to the Abenskis through Mr, Henry
Vagsal lands in the nefighbouvhood of the Grande de

Tour, near Lake Bouchette, hut this offer they declined

on ‘tle 16th January 1889, as reported "y Mr., Vassal in
p

his lether of the 22id of that month, on the plesa that
they would "derive no advantage in acoepting a Reserve
within the Territory indicated®. ‘i, Vassal states
that he had received the plan of the territory proposed
to he given for these Reserves from the Assistent Com-
missioner of Crown Lands, which plan, lowever, is not
of record in this Department.

It soeme to he tolevably clear that, if Reserves
for these Indi me are to be located, the Department
of Indian Affairs must now take the iniative.

(2)

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 7764, File 27074-3 Pt.l)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

CANADA




