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By the people

The news that Alf Brien had withdrawn from the SRC
slection race, giving Lawson Hunter the post by acclamation
came as a surprise and shock to most people. His name had
been mentioned often during the Fall as a possible candidate,
and we all expected a close race. Now for the first time in
many years, there will not be a presidential election, and the
SRC is poorer off for it. Elections always provide a chance for
debate and discussion and a chance to define the issues. It
would have been especially useful this year when student gov-
ernment is faced with a number of interesting and difficult
problems — rising fees and living costs, inadequate crowded
housing, the virtugl failure of the residence system, the inade-
quacy and waste of big classes, the new student union building.
None of these can be solved by student action alone, but we
have a big stake in all of them. Without clear public discus-
sion, the new president has little idea where the students stand
— assuming they stand anywhere.

It is unfortunate that the new council must make some of
'itsmostimportamdeciaionsmaveryahortrﬁm,w\henitt“ﬁn
select the heads of a number of big campus organizations —
Carnival, Brunswickan, Radio UNB, and others. The SRC will
havewmqveometuvuyandmk'foramatdmlofadvioeiﬁu
appointees are to be as successful as this year's group.

Moreover, the new Council will be without experience and
more important, will be themselves partly elected by acclama-
tion. The Engineering students are so apathetic they couldn't
even find enough people to fill the five vacant seats. Arts has
six seats. Seven pcople applied. There are a few welcome new
faces, and three former members will probably be back, but the
Council is untried and inexperienced, and without clear direc-
tives from the student body. Most of them will do their best,
though there will be a few deadwood social climbers, as usual.
In genmeral this campus gets the kind of Council it deserves,
though there are occasional exceptions, like this years executive
\group which has done well. Last year’s SRC, however, provided
an excellent example of the cule.

It is hard for me to account for the stupidity of the UNB
electorate, which seems quite content to expend whatever
meagre amount of energy it can muster for “student affeirs” on
picayune beilyaching, and not @ bit of time on constructive worlk.
Complaints without proposals are really tedious, and some
people are getting a bit tired of it. Where were you at election
time?

- N. J. A,

For Heaven’s
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Established in 1867, the Brunswickan is Canada’s oldest
student publication. It 1s published weekly for the students of
the University of New Brunswick (Fredericton and Saint John)
at Fredericton, N. B, Opinions expressed are mot necessarily
those of the Students Representative Council. Subscriptions $4
a year. Authorized as second class mail, Post Office Department,
Oftawa. The Brunswickan office is located at the Memorial
Students Centre, UNB, Fredericton, N. B., telephone 475-5191.
This paper was printed at Capital Free Press, Brunswick Street,
Fredericton.

Editor-in-chief
M. Gary Davis

Business Manager
Douglas C. Stanley

News: Nelson Adams

Features: Scott Wade

Sports: Bob Burrows

.Cartoonist: Graham Ross

Others: Numerous, but hard to find.

Managing Editor
William H. Freeland

PRoPoSAL oA ACADEAMIC AREEDOM s oo

Developments In Higher Education

The = significant develop-
ments in the past year have
been in the field of higher
education in general rather
than dn business education.
Unfortunately the develop-
ments have been largely in
the form of more reports
setting forth the needs in
Canada for very rapid ex-
pansion of staff and facilities
and estimates of the resources
required; there has been lit-
tle action to implement the
recommendations.

The Economic Council of
Canada in its second annual
report, released on January 5,
1966, refers to the importance
of education and training as
“crucial” and the need as “im-
mediate”. Dr: Deutsch, the
Chairman of the Council,
commenting on the Report
stated ‘The central theme
running through the whole of
the Council’'s second review
is the need to improve pro-
ductivity. In productivity the
most important factor is our
human resources, and we can
best invest in them through
education. So education and
training is fundamental to
the  whole”.

The Bladen Commission,
which was established by the
Association of Universities
and Colleges of Canada to
estimate the requirements of
the universities for staff and
facilities for the next decade,
reported on October 6th. A-
mong its major recommenda-
tions were the following:

1. The Federal and Provincial
Governments should pro-
vide for expansion of high-
er education on the assum-
ption that undergraduate
enrollment by 1970-71 would
be 100% above the 1964-65
level and that by 1075-76
it would be 150% above
the 1064-65 level. Gradu-
ate enroliment was expected
to exceed four times the
present level by 1975-76.

2. The Federal per capita op-
be

rating grants should

by
Prof. E. D. Maher

raised from $2 to $5 per ca-
pita for the year 1965-66
(i.e. the present academic
year) and by a further $1
each year until alternative
financing arrangements are
introduced.

3.A federal Capital Grants
Fund should be established
by an ennual contribution
of $5 per capita of popula-
tion. :

4. They also stated “That the
financial problems of the
universities are so urgent
that action to resolve them
;l:ould be teken without de-

y.n
The Commission's statement
about the urgency of the sit-
wation seems to have made
little impression on the Fede-
ral Government. Although the

Bladen Report was not re-

leased until October 6th it is

dated June 30th and.it was
certainly in the hands of Uni-
versity Presidents and, judg-
ing from the press reports of
election speeches, its con-
tents seem to have,K been

known ‘to many rcandidates
for election well before its
official publication date. How-
ever it took Federal Govemn-
ment about two months from
the official publication date
to take any action; the “ac-
tion” was fo call a Federal-
Provincial Conference for
February. The Commission’s
recommendation that “action
. . . should be taken without
delay” seems to have made
little impression.

Repeated submissions have
been made to the Federal
Government in recent years,
by the Association of Univer-
sities and Colleges of Canada
(and its predecessor the Cana-
dian Universities Foundation)
and by the Canadian Associa-
tion of University Teachers,
setting forth the expected
very rapid increases in de-
mand for higher education in
the 1960s and 1970s along
with estimates of the resour-
ces needed to meet these de-
mands. All these reports seem

(SEE page 5, coiumn 1)

LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR

Editor:

May I remind the Senior
students of this University
that in a few short months

of this event and the program-
an efficient

January 24th at 6:00 pm. in®
the Chemistry auditorium.
Other business to be discussed
is the March Senior Class
party, whether or not the Red
n’ Black cast should attend
this function, our gift to the
University, and finally the #i-
nancial statement regarding
the present position of



