
The Nicaraguan consular peierai charges
that Soldier of Fortune is supp, ng military
aid to ex-Nicaraguan national quardsmen
for what he terms "terrorist'! raids nto his
country. H ow do you respond to these
accusations?

Brown; Tha is certainly a matter of
perception. lt's the classic case of one
man's terrorist is another -man's freedom
fîghter.

We areproviding uniforms for what we
consider freedom fighters against a
comrnunist-inspired, Mancst-dominated
totalitarian type of re ime. We make no
apologies about it and if in fact we can
provide them wih weapons and funds we
would do that also, but of course that's
beyond our capability. Also, providing
weajons would be illegal.

What we're dealing witb here is a
simple fact of Russian iîmp)erialism. They
have very dramatkcally stated through their
theoreticians and leaders they have every
intention to dominate the werld at some
point in timie.

This goes ail the way bock to Marx and
Up.to the present. World War lit in effect is
goiig onat thîs tirmealthough it's certainly
flot a conventîona( type of action like
World War IL. lt's quite evident to us that
the Russians are pursuing their effort to
extend their influence through surrogate
and puppet states such as Cuba -and
Niýcaragua.* We will oppose these efforts
wherever nd however we can in our own
modest way.
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How. do yo xlain the -increase of
rnercenary ciy ià the Iast decade? A few
rnercenaryoertons that corne to mind
includee ngoa war, Nicaragua and the
recent attempts to take over the islands of
Dominica and the Seychelles.

Brown: Once again its a matter of perspec-
tive. You said increase in the last decade,
but compared to what? Certainly in the
preceeding decade we had the mercenary
operation in'the Congo which probably
involved a larger nu mber of people than a(l
the Ôperations you have.just mentloned,
although that was a singu lr operation.

eut lfyougobackthrough history,wel
for instance in America we have had a long
tradition of Americans serving as
mercenaries.

One of our most noted American
tieroes, John Paul Jones, ended Up serving
as an admirai to the Czarina of Russia.

In World'War 1 of cou rse there was the
Lafayette Escadrille as welI as hundreds of
Americans fighting for the French Foreign
Legion prior to the U.S. entry into the war.

I orld War Il you have the Flying
Tigers which certalnly fit the definition 0f
merceniries, although they were aided and
abetted by the U.S. government unofficial-

y.They were paid asalary p lusa $500 bon us
So'r every japanese plane shot down, which
back in those days was big money.

You had a significant number of
Americans, and Canadians for that matter,
Who flew with the Eagle squadron in the
British air force prior to our entry into
World War -IL.-

So once again you see the peaks and
valleys in this type of thing, and 1 don't
thlnk you're seeing a great deal more
mercenary activity t han you have in the
past But then we corne to each individuals
concept of a mercenary.

.Webster's defines a mercenary, as
simply being an individual who fights
under a foreugn flag for pay. If that cniteria
were used then certainly the Americans
and Canadans who foulght in the recent
Rhodesian war would foul into this category.

But on the other hand, they were flot
mercenaries as exemplified in .... let's say
the movie The Dogs 0f War. They were
subjected to the saneerules and regulations
as other members of the Rhodesian army. it
ail depends on your own definition of what
a m-ercenary is.
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