
CANADIAN COURIER.

.Being Mis understood.

S OME of* our friends say that we are opposed to
Mr. Borden's navy policy, while some say We
are in favour of Sir Wilfrid Laurier's policy.

lhiE CANADIAN COURER bas a policy of its own. It
is in f avour of a Canadian navy, first, last and

,always. When we adopted. that policy, both Mr.

Borden and Sir Wilfrid Laurier were in favour of

ît. Tuz CANADIAN COURIERt will continue to sup-
port that policy, no matter what swerving may be
qdone by either political leader.

1If Mr. Borden is not in favour of a Canadiau.

navy, then he is opposed to us. We are not doing

any opposing. We stand for a well-defined policv

ýwhich we have advocated for years. If Mr. Border
ýor Sir Wilfrid Laurier chooses to oppose that policv

then tbey are opposing us and ail others who favour
a Canadian navy.

We do not expect aIl the readers of THE CA N-

ADIA-N COURiiUR to agree with us, although we shahl
do our best to convince them that they sbould do
so. However, if any of tbem sympathize with Mr.
l3orden, that is their privilege. If any of themi

sympathize witb Sir Wilfrid Lauirier, that is their
privilege. Our task is to advocate as best we can
the policy whicb we tbink is wisest for Canada as.

an important unit in the f amily of British nations.

Whee BthMight Have Shone.
TERSONALLY, the writer believes that both

J7Mr. Borden and Sir Wilfrid Laurier hada

splendid opportunîty to act in the best in-
terests of the Em-pire in connection with this navy
question. The policy of Canada should have been
settled on a non-partisan basis, and neither leadei
has miade any great effort to do this.

Last November, a mnemorial, signed by nearly
tbree hundred prominent citizens of Edmonton,
Saskatoon, Regina, Winnipeg, Toronto and
Hiamilton, was presented to both thesc statesmen
asking for a non-partisan settiemient of the navy
question. Botb bave chosen to ignore that request.
tven the Montreal Star advised Mr. Bordes to take
the Liheral leaders and leading journalists into bis
confidence and explain the reasons for bis policy.
Mr. Borden refused or neglected to do so. What
Sir Wilfrid would have done if Mr. Bordes bad
taken the ,Star's advice, I cannot say. If he bad
refused to act in a broad spirit, then the blame
'would have rested upon bimn. As Mr. Bordes re-
fused to consuit him,' thes Mr. Borden is entitled
to ail the blame, if any, wbich attaches to thc

to-day decides to ignore Australian and New Zea-
land ideas in the matter of separate fleets, then he
is upsetting the good work of the past twenty-five
years in behaîf of Imperial unity and Britannic co-
operation.%

The Un !oniack.

A READER in Montreal, .who as nlt the cour-
aeto sign bis name, writes to tell me that the

-Union Jack is the fiag of the British Empire,
and that Canada, Australia and New Zealand have

no àther fiag. He dlaims that Canada's "Red En-
sign" is not ber flag, it is simply a bit of bunting

designed to bie used on board vessels registered in
the Dominion.

Legally, I believe this timid gentleman is partly
right. Practically, he isquite wrong. The Union
Jack is not Canaai flag. It is the flag of the

United Kingdom. It combines the cross of England,
the cross of Scotland, and the cross ot Ireland. It
bears nothing to represent any one o >f the Domin-
ions. How, therefore, can it bie theirflag?

Besides, Canada bas made the Red Ensign her
flag by custom and use. Australia has a similar
flag and so bas New Zealand. There may be no
real authority for their use, but there are a lot of
customs and constitutional conventions in fil force
in this country which have no more "legal" sanction
than ouir use of the Red Ensign or Australia's use

of tbe "Southern Cross" in the field of ber ensign.
Will my .unknown f riend tell me where I arn

wrong in these statemdtits?

Canadian A utomobi les.

E XPERïS in automobile statistcs tell us that,of tbe 50,000 motor cars in use in Canada
40,000 b'ive been imported from tbe United

States. For t'iese, Canada bas paid tbe manufac-
turers of that country eighty millions of dollars,
besides twenty millions in duty.

These. figures, if accurate, indicate a great future

for the Canadian automobile industry if the manu-

f acturer is alive to bis opportunities. A number of
United States mnanufacturers have seen this future
deveiopment and have establisbed branch factories
at Walkerville, St. Catharines, ?Hamilton, and else-
where. There are three large Canadian factories
at West Toronto, Orillia and Osbawa, besides sev-
eral smaller factories. All these bave been grow-
ing steadily and the output for 1913 will be larger
tban ever before.

There are two requisites for success in the Cana-

dian automobile field. First, the Canadian manu-
facturer must not try to take full advantage of the
tariff, but must sel bis car at a price which
approxirnates to the price of a simnilar

car on the other side. $o far as I can discover,

the Tudhope people ini Orillia bave corne nearest
- 1.*- .. n..l P,,- nu, mit (in it~ if the industrv is
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careful man to, make a reasonable estimate on ai
these points.

In order to stimulate a study of these points THE
CANADIAN CouRmIR is offering prizes for the best
essays on two subjects: "Canada's Most Profitable
Manufacturing Industry," and "Canada's Greatest

Manufacturing City." Fuller particulars will bie

found on another page. It is hoped that the younger
men in manufacturing establishments and the uni-

versity students in political science will enter this
competition.

Hydro-Electric Figures.

H ON. ADAM BECK is pleased. A dozen more
municipalities have passed the necessary by-
laws which make thema members of the On-

tario Hydro-Electric commissioni's f amily. Also.

the figures for 1912 show a surplus of receipts over

expenditures. Power purchased at Niagara* cost

$456,635 and power sold to municipalities netted

$511,801. This leaves a surplus of $55,000. 0f

course the interest on the four millions invested

is not considered, nor the necessary sinking f und,

nor the cost of maintenance and administration.
Figuring each of these items at five per cent., the
commission woul need a surplus of $600,000. Thenk
-there are a f ew other littie items, such as losses ir
previous years, accrued înterest and so on. How-
ever, the outlook is for larger surpluses, and the
prices of electric light and power are satisfactory
to those who use them.

Ontario Going Dry.

M UNICIPALITIES in Ontario held their annual
elections recently and many of tbem voted
in favour of local option. Over haîfý of

the municipalities are now in the dry column, al-
though more than haîf the population is in the "wet"
districts. Only one municipality, Acton, secured the
necessary three-fifthis vote for a repeal.

The peculiar feature of the situation is that while
temperance sentiment is growing and the number
of licenses is being steadily reduced, the consumnp-
tion of liquor shows no decrease. The municipali-'
ties that have adopted local option ýare mainly those
in which liquor drinking at the bar had become un-

fashionable. Where licensees sold bad liquor and

f ailed to observe the laws of the province and the
sentiment of theïr neighbours, the lîcenses have

been extinguisbed. This is as it sbould bie. The
present movement, as f ar as it has gone, does not
deprive aIl men of good liquor, but it does deprive
mnany foolisb mnen of injurious liquor. Which is

a step in the right direction.

Hypocrisy and Betting.
N American writer points out how close weAcorne to hypocrisy in dealing with race-

horse betting. He says there was more
money bet on the presidential election of 1912 than

in any one year on'a11 the race-tracks in America.
The newspapers quoted the odds in every city day

by day. No one seemed to think it immoral. Nor

dloes this writer believe it was immoral, laying down

the general principle that wagers are "law-declared
ixmorality.'"

There is something in this criticism. Here in

Canada we have mucli the sanie f orm of hypocrisy-
-- -- . f trjipn thinkine on the betting questionl.
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