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now, and of course has his faucies. You would
think him mercenary, perhaps, and so he is; but
then so, too, am I. Oh, yes, I am, monsieur, f right-
fully mercenary. To be mercenary, I believe, means
to be fond of money. No one is fonder of money
than I, except, perhaps, my uncle; but you sec,
monsieur, we occupy the two extremes. He is fond
of money to hoard it; I am fond of money to spend
it. I am fond of money for the things it will buy.
I should like to scatter lagesse as did my
fair ancestress in France. I should love a
mnanor-house lu the country, and a mansion

,în Mayfair. I could wish to make every-
one around me happy, if the expenditure of
money would do it."

"That is a form of money love, Lady
Alicia, that will find a multitude of ad-
mirers."

The girl shook her head and laughed
merrily.

"I should so dislike to f orfeit your
esteem, Monsieur Valmont, and therefore
I shaîl not reveal the depth of my cupidity.
You will learu that probably from niy uncle,
and then you will understand my extremne
anxiety for the recovery of these jeweis."

"Are they very valuable?"
"Oh, yes; the necklace consists of twenty

stones, no one of which weighs less than
an ounce. Altogether, I believe, they
amount to two thousand four hundred or
two thousand five hundred carats, and their
intrinsic value is twenty pounds a carat at
least. So you see that means nearly fifty
thousand pounds; yet even this sum is
trivial coinpared with what it involves.
There is something like a million at stake,
together with my coveted manor-honse in
the country, and my equally coveted man-
sion in Mayfair. All this is within my
grasp if I can but recover the 'emeralds."

T HIE girl blushed prettiiy as she noticed
how întently I regarded her while she

evolved this tantalizing mystery. I thought
there was a trace of embarrassment in her
langh when she cried-

"Oh! what will you think of me when
you understand the situation ? Pray, pray
do not judge me harshly. I assure y ou the
position I aim at will be used for the good
of others as weIl as for my own pleasure.
If my uncle does not make a confidant of
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been to marry înto poverty. He was very head-
strong and reckless about the matter, and involved
my uncie iu a bitter quarrel while discussing it,
much to my chagrin and disappointment. It is as
necessary for hlm to marry weaith as it is for me
to make a good match, but he couid not be brought
to sc that. Oh, hec is not at ail a sensible young
man, and ail my frieudship, for hlma bas ceased. Yet
I should dislike very much to take any action that

1'

practically shown by the fact that Scotland Yard
had been unable to trace the jewels, which at least
they might have done if the uecklace had been sold,
either as a whole or dismembered. 0f course, an
emerald weighing an ounce is by no means unusual.
The Hope emeralci, for example, weighs six ounces,
and the gem owned by the Duke of Devonshire
measures two and a quarter luches through its
greatest diameter. Nevertheless, such a constella-

tion as the Blair emeralds was fot to*be
disposed of very easily, and I surmised no
attempt had been made either to seli them.
or to raise money upon them. Now that I
had removed myseif from the glamour of
her presence, I began to suspect that the
young lady, after ail, although undoubtedly
possessing the brilliancy of ber jewels, re-
tained also something of their hardness.
There had been no expression of sympathy
for the discarded friend; it was too evident,
recalling what had latterly passed between
us, that the young woman's sole desire, and
a perfectiy natural desire, was to, recover
her missing treasure. Trhere was some-
thing behind ail this which I could not
comprehend, and I resolved in the morning
to, question the Marquis of Blair as
shrewdly as he cared to allow. Failing him,
I should cross-question the niece in a some-
what dryer liglit than that which had en-
shrouded me duriug this interesting even-
ing. 1 care not who knows it, but 1 have
been befooled more than once by a woman,
and 1 determined that in clear daylight I
should resist the hypnotîzinig influence of
those glorious eyes. Mon Dieu! Mon,
Dieu! how easy it is for mie to make good
resolutions when I amn f ar fromi temptation 1

< T was ten o'ciock next morning when 1
iwas admitted to the study of the aged

bachelor Marquis of Blair. Hlis keen eyes
looked throug.h and through mie as 1 seated
myself before himi.

"Well !" he said, shortly.
"Mý,y lord," I began, delierately, "I know

nothing more of the case than was
furuished by the accounts 1 have read in
the newspapers. Two months have elapsed
since the robbery. Every day that passed
made the detection of the crîminai more
difficult. 1 do not wish to waste either my
time or your money on a forlorn hope. If,
therefore, you will be good enough to place
me in possession of the facts known to you,
I shall tell you at once whether or flot I
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