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Ordheims were very kcind tohler, aild
[e ILPPeared tu ie perfectly happy
[tii thean." Ile addressed thle lust
srds, to peggy.

Oh,"' sald tbat ryoung lady, "II was
at turning thlngs love.r in rny mind,
ei 1t Ocurred to nie that Sylvia's
te gnight lie traced ultimately to have
ýlPelnded on something or soine one
Gerniany."1

1101lamider shook bis head.
"It 18 such an inexplicable niurder,"
e said,
"lfldeed, IVit, i agreed, and his
Uiner injplied that it was idie to
2k Of It, since that was thle case.
sides, lie had soiethiag else to talk
Adt rivas a mûere pretext, forhle liad
33e rea&llY Vo see Peggy, and if op-
rtU-nlty faVoUred him to malle love
lier. Re had liy ne means forgotten

aPeclial interest sdie had exlùited
Max Hamilton',s conversation -tio

"'s ýbeôTre as *well as that she liad
>Wn 'iithl regard to thle Journaist
'selft, and lie wias anxious Vo find

if lit was Possible, what, that ope-
Iilftereet ma1glht mean, particularly

h respect to bis e'wn prospects.

7'HAT lie llad to, speak about rwas< Iteel! a splendid pretext-so
eplendid that 'le was certain

* it'Weuld net appear a pretext at
to the Willeughtby.
lieTe ivas prevalent at tihis time,
liere had, been for a consideraible
0(1 before, In Britishi military cir-

the deepest distrust et the do-
8 of Germany. The colossal sIzeer argmy, thle menwimig growth ef
fleet,1 thle vast expansion of lier
ujerce, 'the ma.gnificent, develop-
t ef lier Industries, suld, what ivas
t asiguifleant, thle steady increase
18r population were facts wltl
'il' every one was well acquaiuted;
bthese facts iniglit portend se far

à'e Bîish Emipire was concerned
'lot understood, emcept by naval
a1my people, wlie vlewed thexa
scarcely ceucealed alarm.

Preme dn the continent et Eu-
Gerniany's ouly real rival was

t RIritain, still the greatert power
le we>rldý, and àt mas often sald
tile eogiquest, or ait heast tile bun-

4tion, of 'Englaad was thle real
't tbait lay- behind the onermous
ities of Genrmany. Frei tUme Vo
tihere was a general "sacare" In

>res-s and icuglieut the country
the "Germon Menace," but these
s fhad been short llved, and thelr
'lative effect had boen te make
>uihk of! tihe population somewhat
ereut-the cry of ,,Woit welt"
ri&sed sel frequeatly, aud appar-
~with se litte Justiftcatiou, thlat

m1e te lie heard rwith sometlling
0,01temipt. But thcugi Vhs wft5
tate ef affaire wltll the maJoitY
D public; lit wias not se, wlVl men
'oloriel Wlloeughîby. To hlm the
aaln Menace" was thle rmost real

'as of! ths ltlait Hollander vpoire.
refereucee uwhloh lied already
miade to thle lite ot Sylv4a Cliase
rmauy muade easy thle passing et
3i11-versation tel tile general -sub-
,f Germnuy, and -wlien lie began
Baak eof a certaiu rumeur whldll
iadlled 'hiW eairs, thle loubJeot was
erestilug tilat Willoughby torgot,
e time at any rate, te, speculate
tihe niurder ot Sylvia Chasse;

fis thle suliject much less inter-
to 'Mrs. Willo.ughby aud Peggy,

BY, tee, thlrougli the Colonel a-ud
rl~iy men with wihom tihey came
'iOnsltant contact, were imlbued
1018tiulity te Germauy.

If thie suibjeut was luterestîng,
'ide2r, th~e mnan -who now lutaio-

itwu also interestine-gmre
âUY beeause lie lied bis own
18 of information; In other
It wiais tadtly understood by

«1lu tihe knew" thlat his poitioni
) 3eneral Staff of thei Britishl

IVa_ minî',s1v la nn nyif3

tliat tliese vIsits were a cloak, as it
ivere, covering up a protound and
'widespread. systeni of International es-
plenage, of wlhieh lie was the centre
and the inspiration.

Naturally' such bhings were flot
shoute-d froni the liousetops; they were
whispered. amongst service men. Col-
onel Willoughby, for one, knew; even
Mixa. Willoughiby and Peggy llad more
than a espiclon, and Hoilander ra-
ther rose thoin f ei in their estimation
by reason of it, for they judged tihat
his, vocation wias oue of thle utmost
danger and, called for ail manner of
ânue qualities-devetion, courage, cool-
neas, patience, foresiglit and a con-
summate Mcill.

"H1ave you heard wliat thley are say-
ing about the new gun?" lie asked
Colonel Willoughby.

There was a report current tihat'thle
Argmy Council had adopted a new kind
of camnon ot great *ize and power.
In wiat way it differed f ro-m the can-
non then generally in use was flot
-4pecified; indeed, 'there *was, a great
deal of mnystery about li, but It was
tihouglit tihat a process llad been in-
vented iy whioh It was no0 longer ne-
cessary toe have guns "wired."

INo," sald Willoughiby, îwith quick
Interest; ithere waz that ln thle tone
et tile other whldll st once excited bis
attention.

"lIt la belng said,"' Hollander con-
tinued, "that some 'plans of thle new
,gun have found tiheir way acrosse 'the
Northl Sei"

"oh, I hope that's net true," crled
the Colonel.

III fancy it is," Hollander answered.
'II heard of it in a round-about waY,
but for ai that 1 't5hinik the rumeour le
probably triie."

"1We have been betrayed &gain,
ýthen?"

"liV muet ie. se."1

menV" said Willoeughby, inrdig-

IV is difficult te believe tihat auy
EnglIshman weuld lie a 'traitor!" ex-
claimed Peggy. "It le far more llkely,
ls it not, that the Germans have got
the plains of thle new gun, If they've
,really goýt them, Vlrough semne apy?»

"'They thawe spies everywhere," said
Mr&. Willoughbly. "Fver>body 15
aware ot 121"

"lYes, Germans," sald tihe Colonel.

As lie spolie lu an aimost lierce
velues, Max Hamilton entered the
cdrawIugirom.

"'Rave yeu any news 7" &oked I>eggy,
ais aille eiook hande with hlm.

"lAbout thle murder?" lie asked, and
as she nodded assent, lie went on,
lTllere'o nothing, I believe, tllat's not

la thle evenIng papers."
"lWel have seen tllem; îtileY tell US

oui-y what rwe already knew,» she
oald. 'I hoped you miglit have somef
freeli news."

"lThere may lie somne to-night yet,"
sald Max. "Treseutly 1 shall ring uP
the office, If yon will permit me, andl

' oh, thacik yen, yes, Max," sall 'Mrs.
Wiloughiby, whe h"e been l.istening.
"'We were wondering if the murder
couldhave cogne eut o! anyting deal-
ing withl ,Sylvia's lif e iu GermanY-
audthen rwe were ýtalklug et the suc-
ceass of! German spies. ln England."

'"I doun% quite see thle eosunectieii,»
8sald Max, wlth a dllarmiug smile that
deprived éis remarli o! ail rudeness.

"TIhere lsn't, any," elle retiurned, aise
smilling, "First wie talked of POOr
Sylvia, andl týhn eof sonehng Capt-al
Hollauder had heard, Ibut wlid lhad
no.thlng to dûe wlth Sylvia.>

"Have yen heard ot lut, Max?" broke
ini Colonel Wlloughlby. "'Have Y011
lieaird the rumeur thait Germia» apies
have conthived te steal senie of the
plans 01 tihe new gun?"

"'No, air," Max replied tC> thle 'Col-
onel. Thon addressing Hollander lie
sid, "Do yen thinli the rumeur le
rue?"-

"f1 thinki jt quite .lkely to lie t1 11
bhat copies of the plans are in tihe
h'nsud of thle Gerinan Staff; seoner
~r laiter, and it generaily 18 sooner,
5hey hear of everythIng we do," HIIo-
ander aieswered.

"The country le fIlled 'wit their
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