
CANAI)IAN COURIER

WISE WALTER.
"gave Walter a benutiful necktie

of my own make for a Christmnas
present," catd Mabel.

IlWns lie pleascd?
"Oh, yes; lie said its bcauty shall

bc for no otlier eyes tlian hic own.
Wasn't that lovely of hlm ?"

for lier the ruined luniber docks and
pointed out to lier the locations of 'the
dismantled sawmilis. It wvas lie wlio
had told lier the naines of the
freigliters passing far out,, -and the
naines of the liglithouses, and somec-
th-ing about eacli. He had told lier toô
about tlie Indians. She remembered

.one starry niglit wlien lie lad pointed
out to lier in the sky tlie Indian "Way
of Gliosts," the M.\ilky Way, along
which, by ancient Indian belief, the
souls of Indians, traveled up to heaven;
and how, later, lytng on tlie recessed
seat beside the fireplace where she
could touch tlie dogs. uponý tlie liearth,
lie had pointed out to lier tlirougli the
wtndow the Indian "Way of Dogs"
arnong tlie constella tions, by which the
dogs too could make that journey. It
was lie wlio had told lier about Micha-

.-bou and the animais; and lie had been
the first to tell lier of the Drumn.

The disgrace, unliappiness; the
tlireat o! somethtng worse, whicli must
have made death a relief to, Unele
l3enny, she had seen passed on now to
Alan. What more had corne to Alan
since sh e had last heard of him? Some
terrible substance to lits fancles whicli
wvoild assail him again as slie had
seen hlm assatled after Lu<e, had
corne? Miglit another attack have

lheen made. upon lin sinîlar to that
wlitdl he.hlad'nmet'ia Chicago?

Word .had reaclied lier fatlier

throngli shipptng cireles Ia May and
again ia July wlitcl told o f 'Inquiri es
regarding TJncle Benny which made
lier and lier father believe tint Alan,
was searching for ls father uponl the
lakes. Now tliese articles whicli had
arrived- madle plain. to her thnt lie
woulcl never-fInd Uncle ]3enny; lie'

would lenn tlirougýli ,others or throu .gl
thenselves, thnt Uncle Benny was
dead. Would bie believeý tien tliat there
was no longer any chance of learning
wliat lis fatlier had dons?, Would lie
remain nway .liecnuse of tiat,^ not let-
ting lier see or lear fromn hlmi again?

S HE went bck and picked up the
weddlng ring. The tliouglit whidh

baad come to lier tliat this wns Alan's

motlier's wedding ring, liad fnstened
ltself upon lier witli a sense of cer-

tainty. It defended tliat unknowfl
mother; It freed lier, at least, from tlie
stigma w~hIcli Constances owa mother

had been so ready to cast. Constance
could not ytbegIn to place -Uncle
Beniny la relation to that ring but slie

<wns beglnntng to be able to tbink of
Alant and lis mother. She lield the
littie band of gold very tenderly Ini

lier liand; she wvas glad thnt, ns thc
accusation agninst lis muother l ad

corne througli lier people, shc coul
tell hlm soon of tlhis. She could not

sen)d tic ring to hlmi, flot knowtng
wherc lie was; that wýas too mucli rieli.
But elie cold asj inl to comne to lier;

this gave tiat riglit.
She sat tliouglitful for several min-.

uites, tlie ring clasped warmnly la lier

liand; thin shc went to lier dlesk and
wrote:
Mr. John Welton,

l3lue Rapids, Kansas.
IDcar Mr. Welton:

TIt le possible that Alan Gonrnd lias

mientioned mýe-or at Ieast told you of
my fatier-in connection with lis staY
ini Chicago. Aftcr Alan left Chicago,
my father wrote twtce to bis Blue
Rapfdbs addrcss, but evidently lie had

tnstructed theo poetmaster there to f or-
ward hie mail ani bad not. made any

change In tioe Instructions, for" the
letters were retnrnedl to Alan's ad-


