The Portrait Project was begun in 1932 and while in
Toronto, Mrs. McKinney had two sittings. She expected
to return in the fall, and Mr. Forster hoped to finish the
portrait while she was there. The weather was very hot
that summer and when she came home after a speaking
tour she was worn out with the heat and the constane
strain of travelling and lecturing. The day after heyr
return she was taken ill and was dead in a week, leaving
the forces of progress bereft and sorrowful, for Louise
McKinney was a great woman and a great leader. She
bound her followers to her by her strong sincerity, her
unselfish love, her utter devotion to truth. She certainly
never flattered anyone, but her love for all of us was
deep enough for her to tell us the truth, even if the truth
was unpleasant.

I remember once I had prepared a reply to a group
of some obstreperous women who were giving us trouble
during the war, and I showed it to Louise, fully expect-
ing that she would be pleased with it. I thought I had
done a neat piece of business. She read it through care.
fully and said:

“You've certainly demolished their arguments, by
you have made them ridiculous and there is no need o
do this. These women are sincere, though mistaken. [y
is never wise to kill your enemy, even if you can do j;
and get away with it. It's better to kill his enmity, ang
then you have acquired a friend.”

I knew in a flash she was right. Louise had a way of
being right and I did not forget her gentle rebuke,

Mr. Forster finished the picture from photographs,
Mrs. W. T. Ash, formerly of Edmonton and then living
in Toronto, gave him her assistance. She was one of My
McKinney's intimate friends. When the picture wag
finished Mr. Forster returned $800 of his reduced fee to
be used for Temperance work in Alberta. This was his
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