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AFTER HARVEST, BACHELORS TAKE TO A LUMBER CAMP

her, she would consider herself your equal in every
respect. She wouldn’t look up to you or respect you
the way a wife should.”

“Just the kind of woman for a pioneer country,”
I interpolated.

“Oh, that’s right enough. They work hard, keep
their houses clean, and so on. You would under-
stand if you visited them what [ mean. They haven’t
got the little ways that make a woman womanly, that
make a man like them.”

“If it’s blandishments you are after,” I assented,
“no doubt you will find what you want most in Eng-
land. Our women here have dropped the arts and
wiles, along with the idea that it is of paramount
importance that they should marry some man, any
man. Such things are only the resources of the

weak.”

Some point was given to this conversation by a
visit we paid in company to a neighbor. He had been
married nine years, and he and his wife eight years
ago moved to their present place, together putting
up the little shack in which they live at present.
The wife is a slight, frail woman from Ontario, with
large, lustrous eyes, a winning smile, and a manner
at once modest and enthusiastic. Her house was a

model of neatness, the swarms of flies that back in -

our own shack found ample asylum, were here con-
spicuous mainly by their absence, and the few rooms
were arranged prettily and with a great effect of
cheery home comfort. She herself was dressed very
neatly, and, as my companions said, no one ever
found her any other way. After dinner—for she
would have us stay—the conversation drifted the way
I hoped it would, and we learned much about their
early struggles. They were both, evidently, devoted
to each other, and all the more for the experiences
they had shared in common. Their first winter they
lived entirely on the proceeds of wood he drew into
Edmonton, and sold at $1.85 a cord. Every year she
had worked with him at harvest time, and often had
been his sole help. They would rise at five o’clock,
she would milk twelve cows and prepare the break-
fast while he did the chores and they would be in the
field before the whistles at Edmonton announced
seven o'clock. They would both pitch on to the load
until it was too high for her, when she got on top
and he pitched to her. Then she pitched from the
load while he stacked. They would stop work at
eleven, drive to the house where she would prepare
dinner while he fed the horses. Back again at one,
they worked hard till five, when they returned, milk-
ed the cows, did the chores, had supper, an hour or
two of leisure and then retired. They used to build
three stacks and a half with 1800 sheaves in each
stack, in two days, they claimed, and their evident
pride and delight in these reminiscences was good
to see. It was almost unbelievable to me that this
little woman could possibly have gone through toils
like these that would try the strength of a strong
man.

Then she took us out and showed us over their
new house, a large, brick, three-storeyed house stand-
ing out aggressively behind and a little above the old
house, as if for purposes of comparison. That house,
the furnace in the basement, the triple trick lock on
the front door, the graining on the panels, the wall-
paper in the different rooms, the arrangement of
pantry, kitchen and dining-room for convenience, the
telephone, the bath room, the ventilating system, the
roomy bed chambers, the fine views from the garret
windows, the balconies; with what pride and almost
fondling delight did she show them all to us! There
wasn’'t a point overlooked, not a detail of the archi-
tecture which escaped her. She knew it all and loved
it all, for the eight years of patient toil she and her
husband had invested were bound up in that house.
And that is not all. There will be more toil, and
hard toil, but delightful toil, too, for there are more
palaces in the air to be realized in the years to come,
and the most immediate of these is a trip to Europe.
When we were leaving, my companion asked Mr.—
if he would lend him 100 sacks to help them in their
threshing. He said, “Yes, certainly I will, but there
is a lot of wild oats on your place, and I want you
to turn everyone inside out and pick it clean of every
wild oat and weed seed before you return them. I
am bound to keep them off my place.” It is easy to
see why he has been a successful farmer.

To my surprise my friend was enthusiastic over
Mrs.—— and yet given a fair chance he will always
repeat the sentiments I have credited him with
earlier. What is one to believe?

* * *

The work of the women on a Western farm gen-
erally covers the house, the chickens, the dairy,
and, where they have them, the pigs. Their de-
partments generally prove profitable in themselves,
besides saving the men an immense amount of work.
In the harvest time this allows the men longer in the
fields, gives them satisfactory meals, well-prepared
and free from unsightly accessories, and makes them
satisfied with their condition. Apart from aesthetic
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and sentimental considerations, apart from the refin-
Ing and softening influence of women on men this
Is woman’s place in Western Canada—in hélping
bring in the harvest. When there is insufficient help
or funds are running low, quite often they also ren-
der valuable assistance in the field. But this will be
their part less and less in the days that are to come
and the other will be their part more and more. Ix&
the meantime, men and women—opioneers together—
will lay the foundation of the prosperous days to be.
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Editor’s Note

THE above article will be of special importance
to our readers at this season when the west-
ern harvest is the great centre of Canadian
speculation and interest.” The Premier’s western
tour has been taken at a time when agricultural
conditions may be observed to greatest advantage
and the following items relating to his progress mga’
be quoted: : 4
.Speaking from his car at Ponoka, Sir Wilfrid
briefly reiterated his welcome to the new-comers
of whom there are many in that district, and ur ed
them to contribute by energy and effort to the gfu_

ture of their Canadian homeland.
At Lacombe, where a stop

i was made to en
the party to visit Alberta’s experimental farm,al)llee

ecially to the women,
omen suffrage, hut he

Premier addressed himself esp
He found no agitation for w

_to take an active

CANADIAN HOME JOURNAL

LOOKING FOR A HOMESTEAD

had been proud to notic

ST e the in}port.ant part the

: and ent i i ivic
and national affairs, g nterest in civie

Superintendent Hutt
. . . 0 5
ggxecctg(clmt}(l)i mltrlljlsterlal party in an auto tripnofcgg—

] €t the experimental farm, cover;

_ ! i erin hal
ifxcemt)gw?d three years old, rejoining the traingv:lestaoi
gl easternf?:\rs?itlst _modelled on the lines of
el wutions and is situated in the

: the richest i

: ¢ ICSt portion of Alberta.

: Jﬁwgqal Gove_:rnment 1s enthusiastic o eriil S
$ being attained, el

. £\ reference to el
clicited from the =

my part,” sajqd he, “T 1
(f{z;nla.dlan climate,
.Ipling, the Imperia]
f?ur Lady of the Snows
nd fault with the title,

adz: chlrzlatg of Canada

matic ¢

I onditions in winter
Mt winte

a sparkling eulogy. “For
1ave no fault to find with the
Ome few years ago Rudyard
, Teferring to Canada as
. caused some critics to
approve the appellation.
15 the glory of Can-
o of Canada which
- m upor
better half of the audience be%o;etgfe,Chscﬁinof rtil;ee
¢ smoke rising in the
feet above the chimneys,

L ey cold, still air, I know
® OUr men strong and our women

Afternoon Teg with the

OST of us, even those w

enter Buckingham Palace
2 curiosity concerning roy’a] teas =
tions, This account, by M. 4. p referg o
tertainment offered by Queen Alexarrx?l.to the en-
ncverthclcss. of interest to the feminine wla-lfd but s
always desires to know how the | i2i Mhich
tained. 105tess enter-
 Of all royal entertainmentg
Buckingham Palace is quite the
lgast ceremonious. [t ig served
sions, in the Queen’s houdoir in’Her Ma.lﬁry’ SCCi
sonal apartments, unless the party ig exlétbty's per-
large, when it is served in the beautify] 'ep'tlonally
known as the writing-room, hut which i;p:;;ﬁw“t

y a

ho never

bave more or less

recep-

afternoon tea at
most informa] and
on ordir

drawing-room.

’ .

The Queen, during the London season invj
regular mtervals a few favored friends to’ fV1tes at
tea; the invitations are written by Her Ma? ternoon
guests are “asked” Jesty, and

to come and not *
) « X L Commz .
is usual in an ordinary nvitation fron;mded,’ as

though, of course, a lady honored wj "Oyalty;

) T thian: invitag: s
from Her Majesty regards it i Bt 1Vitation
mand. " the light of a com-

Guests are asked to come at half-

: as .
are expected to arrive puncty Rosk foul’ and

ally.

If the
present when a guest arrives the latt cueen ig
Her Ma]cﬁy,_and ib then ask’ed to siteaocultseys to
of the ladies-in-waiting. But, Wi by one

Queen does not come into the :;ozrlngsgfilidll :

hav¢ assembled. All rise and curtse 1§r guesty
Majesty enters the apartment, hut Ijeyogd :vh_en .
sary mark of respect to the overeign’ 1S Neceg-
there is no ceremony. gn's Consort,

If the guests are few, the Queen shy

ule; th >

with each, but, if there are more kes hands
i = than t}
Her Majesty simply bows before she s;tr:edor four,
Tea is served by two Own

5 grooms
The service generally used is of Soéert

belongs to the King’s Sévres co Ll that
which is at Windsor Castle, llectem?éathe bulk of
bailms,' and cream jugs are of ol St Tigar.
and are very massive in design,

three friends of Her Majestygare gY::glntonl
sometimes pours out tea herself but
monly this office is performed by
and the tea and cakes are hand
two other of Her Majesty’s |

he Chamb.ers_

Y two or
nf})"@ Queen
Lore com.
y a lady—m-waitin

ed to th !
adies, & Blcstyily

€Xpect to

Queen

lsed u}\)on to wait when tea
s Her Nll)e}bonal apartments. In
uckingt 41esty sometimes has tea -
asiousgtﬁam Palace, in the after-
Meg] | oe guests are rather more
M and oy '¢ claborate, jces, straw-
oyal Sermpagne cup being served
Vants are, of course, in
Membey
me 00n teq, ‘51 Of the royq family are
€IS of the } € guests are always limit-
Ueen’y <He is M ']eouseh“)l(1 and the wives of
] Soty 09ca§ionally joins the
¢ informalrmgn $ presence makes
rise ang c;rhta"aCt‘er of the gath-
i se :
m"ll'm St,andin}é-_ when the King
he imrﬁéﬁft{S guests at afternoon
Y familja, with ( tourage of royalty
¢ atmosphere of the
Wardness or restraint
eeg at a smal] gathering
.-8ree of socjety. At
et y.
about 1tertz"“?ments Her Majesty
iMmedjyy, 1. 088 of the court and
lends 5, 2 f“ture, and she likes to
S of the doings of the

1Y new
glests

tea are llr S|
1
et
urt, anq ¢
Mong the 0 mo
oo SR re awk
ofeslnnmate fiiehs ere would 1,
ta]ke eXclusjye lite] n
S quite free e
er plang fq,. th}é
t from her fri
gen§ra1 SOCiety
OMetimeg” |
roynt alesty o s Qe will 1
i Hent lcoongmg Toyal Visit1 or egggsig{}?rg
Ormatioy is the py licefore the news is officially
: aturally, a]l such in-
S grave , fNhdence, to vyiolate
Member ¢ t}:each of honor as it
. see government to di-
j >eCrets of the cabinet
e
Jealously guarded than the
are known to several
esty never leak out before
is /
moccasmenal.ly _entertained to af-
€ Queep’ ‘i Mtimate friends, On
b yaticns) iihTOStess must deny her-
val fa ily, h-t 1€ exception of mem-
alrives aDl’)etlv tllst the Queen is with
ave b it s etiqucétbe n the room when
T hostegs, te for them at once



