
19T1 MARH, 1911THE CANADIAN MILITTA GAZET'TE.

brotught Up in rear of the pins and the tearns remioved, this
Nvouild allow of two otheî' eclielotis, of two wuggrons eachi, to
coule lip afterward:; and permit the early despatchi of the
tirst echelon when empty to the divisional reseî've.

TLESULTS 0F THE PRACTICE.

The resuitq are sufficiently explained by the acconipany-
ing, tables, and 1 will only draw your attention to a fewv of
the lflost stî'iking points.

Il yon consider the resuits of lire against artillery in
(filn-pits and zigainst artillery in the open Vou wiIl Seo that
0, o formier bas suffered a gî'eater )>ercefltige of ]o.; titan the
latter, and the exîlanatioîi of titis p)henomenon illustrates
ini a verv sti'ikiing manuer the value of concealment behind
liatuî'.al featinre.s, of tho grouxîd.

li niost cases target s re presenting, artillery in the op>en
were placed so lis to take fuli advantage of the natur-al fea-
turcs of' the- routid, the m-ajority of the targets beiing 'vithi-
di-awn about 200 to 30JO yards from the crt'st of their posi-
tion, and, in manv cases, lîaving deep hiollows befoî'e and
beltind tli'i. Tite ritgig va thus reridered extrelineINv
dîthicult, and the effeets obtained were ofteii ver'y sinal
iiideed, in thle came of gruns in the position kiiowvn als Il ie
Bluff " the iraniig 15 so diticult that Colonel Muni' ch told
nie that he could flot recail a case of a battery evei' mnaking
good practice at thtem.

In the case of artilleî'y in pits iL w'as argrued timat if
naturval covet' (id not exiSt then artiticial cover nînst lie
pr-ovided, andl ielr, the pits were gentei'tll.v mor-e or,
less ln fîuîl view frîom Clip bat.tery, anîd, therefore, comp ara-
tivelv easy to rangle uipon, tlius, iii spite of the' protection
afferdled ilv di, earthlwork, titeir detachments suffered more
stvert-lv tlman Chose of guns 'vliiel wvere cotrealed ratlîci

ln the case of the infantry in shelter-trenclîes, theqe
wvere so placv'd tlîat tiey profJted hy the coiictalnient of fit
<rroin< l as welI lis ' tile pîrotection of te eartlîwoîk., the
percetîtag e of loss is, thet-efore, iii a inarki-d degrce less thanl
tlîat of infalitry in the opîen.

Ariother cia-ionis resailt is tIlat of tinte shraptlnel lire as
cornîared with thlat of pîercuîssionî Shrapmnel lire, shlowingr an
immense iinprou'nieiit, ini the handling of Limne shieil ovet'
last year.

X'oi niust 1 elliembet' tilat iit batter'v se'rv.ice practîce fîve
is livl i. egiis -t effecti ve, a nddrin

alniost the wlmole tjînc it s gVoiL mn it is Slow fire for raîîlir-
îîîg, pirl)ose9, aiso that the targrets aie conipai'ativelv silil
the time and effect are, therptore, not what they woîîld be
under actual service conditions.

THE MAGAZINE RIFLE.
(United Service Gazette.)

The flouse of Commuons having decided, after a carefîtil
hearing, that Mr. Stanîhope slîould have a fair' field with the
new rifle, the reasotiable course would be to assist as far as
p)ossib)le in its (levelopilnent andi estalishment in the Ser--
vice wvîth atuiniition that wvill Show it at its best. IL
must have been plain to oîîî* readers titt its manuifacture
andi issue were hurried, and the anmuîition more or le-ss a
niakeshift. These cou litions handicapped the weapoii anid
left the doors open to, tue lutacks of its nunierous rivais. It
is true that tue ainnmumîition is in preusinîtion, and al.so
practice carti'idges for instruction iii magazine live, so timat
before long these necesgary adjuncts to ilie rifle wvill be sup-
plied to the troops. We (Io not cavil at tlue delay. We
know that cordite power, which we hope to sec issui(l soon,
must flrst be carefailly tested in hot and cohi climnates, oui-
co>nditions of service lîeing difl'erent to those of otliet'
Powers. Those wlîo atta-ked the War Oflie and the rifle
were careful to evade the unfair conditions under which the
latter was placed.

At Enfleld the new rifle was tested with smuokeless
powv(er andl Fsat ail rivais. At Liticlarest last sîîmmer a
niost important contest of eight rival magazine rifles took
place befoi'e tlue *Ordnatice Cotirni ttee of the Rouimanian
Army, wi'eni the Englishi rifle, was tIme only one to reach the
rifle range, the remuaining seven having, bt'oken (lown ini the
other tests.

Germany and Austria were represented in the conipeti-
tion ; but the British Arniy rifle bfeat iLs twvo rivais hollow.
The A ustrian rifle blew tmp its magazine. It ig a reniark-
able tact that the 'o1t, s0 long ait o1bject of attack in our
rifle, slioul(t have stood so well. To test it the Rotmni.nan
conimittce cut Lhree- cartridge cas(4s through witii a file so
tînat tile explosion caille Out to the rear. Heî'e the Austrian
and otiiers blew up their miagazinies, but oui' rifle stood the
test. 'r'ite coimnittee 'vere so îm1,re'ssed tlîat they out
thriigh sev'eî more cartî'îdges. s0 that oui' rifle hiad ten ex-
plosions to the î'eaî', and stoo(l the lot perf'eotl -v ; inideed, 've
lav'e iinfor'îed thec paî'ticulai' rille used i still in perfect
ordet'. IL is to lie u'getdthat Colonel Nolati did not ap-
leai' a'aî'e of' tinis in)>oi tant trial, for ho would doubtless
ha:ve lirouglît it to tlie notice of the liuse ini his able
speech.

'I'ley copied soîmw poinits of olî' rifle on1 the continent.
The Geî'îans and Atisti'ians lîoth cojîipil Lte posiition of the
illgi nie, foi' instance, and iL is said they are nlow blisy
copving oui' mnens to prevent, their magazines blowingo Up.
Yet rleiî' naîni()oim fî'iends in Eîi.(,liiid ai'e neyer tiî'ed of
un pressing( in svas>n and Ont of sea4onl, iii the louse, \Var
Olfice, anid ili Liii pres~'s, tilat these f'oît'igii copwis'ts have a
bei tel' weaîoli til nwe hlave,. Quef inctliber ini tie flouse
of Comnuons read a lettei' fî'om the %vife of the Minister of

W rini Rou,îania, savin ier bei' s1 an iu 1.1id tol(l lie,' that
the En,,iîh i ifle woiId neot enter the Ihaîîîîaîtiaîî service.
Tîsît ý.ja v be so for i' anY rea.sons ; buit it is most sat isflic-
toryV to know tlàtt he riflp lient ail others lîefoî'e tlue com-
mittee, and tliat it is thuis eslallislied befoi'e flhe King of
Roumaiiia, wh'li ai% exp>er't, as iîy far' the bî':i rifle siib-
nuitted te l-11, MaJestY's coimnitt.ee. \Ve tik- it a pit.v
Chtat a Iadv's nialîie sliould liavo e l rpad out to the flouse
in a niati et' of ri val v'îilles, I ait "'e mil' *I I tile to thîe eîi'cl im-
Stance to wat'îî oui' inîlîitarv read 4-i-s cf lime Itat whlich lias
hed to such î-ccig to damtage t' r'ifîle thev will liave
to lise iii tht' tielu ; it is vCt'Y impolsitaIt, aimi wvill enal'le
tiietn to weîglî juîstly the o1,jectioilS tley have lleard. We
gliotil( ft'tls'u' itîtî'uu Chtose î-ealeî',t tilat the' 1ii',tice befou-e
tile toutianiau coiniuittee 'vas cai'ried out wjitl smokeless
1)owdei', andl w-lien oui' î'egiients have siokeless powder
issued to tîtei the r'ifle svill tiieu «ive the fullest satis-
faction

The I)tactice caî'tridgces now un(lei selection by tlue W'ar
Office ai-e also exceedinglv impor-tant. Tliev enalbie the
Illegazine to lie iised at ail practice tiî-ing. anud, if wve are flot
mîstaken, xviII lead to Soute vei'y sînlart snapj)sliooting" ii the
ranks at shorît î'angei, of vhuicli sor't of shootiîtg oui' soluliet's
hiad coîîsideuablc exjîerîenice nli te last caîîîliaigns. We
tv-ust that the lise of' these priactice'ctt'de anld of din'il
mies mnay lit a stol) t,) the working cf the boIt Iackwaî'ds
anid for'ai'ds, and snappiiig of tIu1e lovk il) thte eînpty gît.
We helieve thci'e bas been too iniui of thlat lit driill. \XWe
-11l kiîow h lat ne o 'Liîi auid llov lus ifIe to lie
treltteil tilus, iL coltis but lead to iijljt', andi ilil')ttC(IliV
oui' ii lias î-eceived iijuvfr-ont the' itactîce, and thiose
îj n i-ties have been wiog'u yleld up1 ais fitalts of the
syýste i n1.

W iieii miokeless powlet' aminm nit ici is ready for' issite,
it wotilt] be wel'l tQ place sont@lumagazine r-ifles at the dis-
jaîsal of' the \Tolitteî'. 'Une inc'u-aîed i-ange and( absemîce
of î'ecoil ivoid givtz stîclu sawistction that we iselieve ilie
wvotlid le 1 'ioi-e long an ur'genît deinand iii t bat im1por'tant
por'tion of ont' i-eservc foi-ce fer the new weajîon. Tîtose who
used the new rifle and new amnunition would hardly care
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