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respects—but at all events, liberty to our heart’s content.
There is not on the face of the earth a freer people than
the inhabitants of these colonies. But it is necessary there
should be respect for the Jaw, a high central authority, the
virtue of civil obedience, obeying the law for the law’s sake,
even when a man’s private conscience may convince him
sufliciently that the law in some cases may be wrong, he is
not to set up his individual will against the will of the
country expressed through its recognized constitutional
or¢ans. We need in these provinces, we can bear a large
infusion of authority. I am not at all afraid this Consti-
tution errs on the side of too great conservatism. If it be
found too conservative now, the downward tendency in
political ideas which characterizes this democratic age, is a
suflicient guarantee for amendment. That is the principle
on which this instrument is strong and worthy of the sup-
port of every colonist, and through which it will secure the
warm approbation of the Imperial anthorities. We have
here no traditions and ancient venerable institutions; here
there are no aristocratic elements hallowed by time or
bright deeds; here, every man is the first settler of the
Jand, or removed from the first settler one or two genera-
tions at the furthest: here, we have no architectural monu-
ments calling up old associations; here, we have none of
those old popular legends and stories which in other
countries have exercised a powerful share in the govern-
ment: lere, every man is the son of his own works. (Hear,
hear.) We have none of those influences about us which,
elsewhere, have their etfect upon government just as much
as the invisible atmosphere itself tends to influence life, and
unimal and vegetable exis nce. This is a new land—a
land of pretension, because it is vnew, because classes and
systems have not had that time to grow here naturally. We
have no aristocracy but of virtue and talent, which is the
oily true aristocracy, and is the old and true meaning
of the term. (Hear, hear.) There is a class of men rising
in these colonies, superior in many respeets to others with
whom they might{ be compared. What I should like to see
is—that fair representatives of the Canadian and Acadian
aristocracy,should be sent to the foot of the Throne with that
scheme, to obtain for it the royal sanction—a scheme not
siggested by others, or imposed upon us, but one the work
of ourselves, the creation of cur own intelleet and of our
own free, unbiased and untrammetled will. I should like
to see our best men go there, and endeavor to bave this
measure carried through the Imperial Parliament—going



