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Among the Courts.

Court Hamilton, No. 170, Visited by a Trio of
High Officers.

Frorn Hainikton Spectator.

On Thursday evening, 5th February Court Hamil-
ton> No i7o, 1. O. F.. received an official visi-, irom
Brother Dr. Oronhyatekha, Supreme Chief Ranger,
Brother j. A. McGillivray. Q. C., Supreme Secretary,
and Brother David Màiflar 1-1gb Vice Chief Ranger
of Ontario, and did itself proud by welcomning these
distingui.,hed brethren most heartily. They were in
the handsome uniforms of Royal Foresters. The
preliminary proceedings took place in the society's
hall on Kinig street east, which was crowded to the
doors, where a short speech of welcome ivas delivered
by Win. Griffith, Suprenie Vice-Chief Ranger. Dr.
Oronhyatekha spoke in reply, giving a concise llstory
of the Order since its inception about nine years ago.
There is a reserve iund of 8290,o00, and it is rapidly
increasing. About î,ooio application~s are received
monthly, and it bas paid out; over 4S,6oo,ooo in bene-
fits, piincipally to ividows and children. The doctor
claimned that the system, of insurance in his society
was the most correct in existence. and ail the newv
societies recognize this fact and are copying it sub.
stantially. Brothers MàcCillivray and Millar also
made a few remarke. The formerw~as due a a similar
gathering in Toronto, and coulId n ot take part in the
banquet which followed.

When the party began to rcassemble in Newport's
dining-room, it soon becarne apparent that tit noted
hostelry would be taxcd to its utmost. And s0 it
proved. And the enthusiasai andl general good-feel-
ing prevailing were something to wonder at. Over
150o solid citizenz of ambitious flamilton were there.
The menu would have tenipted the most dyspeptic
and satisfied the most voracious. But there were
very few present burdlened with stomachic qualins;-
the niojorizy-the 'aboIe party, ini fact-sct to wvork
with a will and covered themselves with glory.

A. L. Davis, Past Chie! lianger of Cour t Hamilton,
occupied the chair in a most efficient manner.

Re vas :;upported on his right by the guest of the
evening, Dr. Orcnhyatekba, and United States
Consul Mionaglian, and on bis left by Brother ifilar,
High Vice-Chief Ranger; Alex. M.\cIay. M.P. ;%VWm
Griffith, Supreme Vice Chief Ranger; and joseph
Fletcher, Chief Ranger of Court Hamilton. Among
the many prominent ciiizens preient wcre noied Dr.
Stark, A!d. Griffith, W. J. (r'ant, W. A. Kerr, C. D.
Blachlord, Il. Cooper, P. Carnegie, Charles Tre-
genza, Charlts Burdon, Oliver Hillman, W. R.*Hiowe1, L. H. Patten, Chas. Baird, Cyrus King, Dr.
Anderson, J. L. Davis, T. .Scott, R. V,. àlathews,
Wrn. Murray, Fra -Ic Close, T. H. Stinson,M% .1.L A.,
Hugh Murray, Pat Grand Master, A.F. & A.Mý.,
and other .iistinguished brethren.

Tht first toasts were those of Tht Queen and
Goverrior-Gentral, and these weye honored with such
ringing enthusiasm as hearty, healthy, loyal Canadians
can bring to bear.

The next toast was that o! the Fresident of the
Ulnited States. Before Col. M.\onaghan respunded
Foley Parker, of St. John, N. B.. sang Marchirtg
Through Georgia, the company joining in the chorus
with grand effect.

Col. Monaghan expressed the pleasurc it gave him
to be present, and paid a complimnt to tht ent
=an at the head of the Order, whose acruaintne

ship he bad forzned. Ht had found out from Dr.
*Uronbyatelcha that hc had a tender spot in bis heart

for the United States. but wbile that was the fact hie
had yet a tende rer feeling for Canada. AIl men
sheuld love thtir oaa country flrst and best. If the
President were present he would bave felt honored by
the applause which had greeted the mention of bis
naine. The spep'ker then referred to the President's
large and expensive family, There were fifty-tbree
millions of people under his care, and look $35 000,000
to provide food, fuel and shelter for these. Other
interes:ing figures were also given, e'Fpecially concera-
ing the pension list, tbe Colonel stating that it re-
quired $rioo,coo ooo per year to maintain. '* I per.
sonally knowv," said the honorable gentleman, 1'that
there are many in Hamilton who are in receipt of
stipends from our Govtrniment. The money thus
obtaintd is a G;od-send to tbem in their helpless.
ness. " He told the story of an old man who bad
recEnîly secured a pension in tbis city, and so happy
was he over the affair that going to tbe Consul'.-
bouse hie bad forgotten to ring the bell, but rushing
ia called ont joyonsly, -0h Col. MNonaghan, 've
got it atlast." That old'man receives $25 pur rnonth
and a bullc suni of something like e900. He spoke
o! the benefits of ihe pension systemi in rnaintaining
widows and orphans, and argued that it %vas better
for the Il. S. Goverament to spend 4$soo,ooo,ooo in
that %way than by mr'intaiiuing a standing army, wvbich
would c-!rtainly be a menace to Canada, and îvould
entait a vast expenditure for armament upon the
latter country. lie fondly hoped that tht tins.would
neyer corne when a standing army %,ould be required
by either the United States o~r Canada, and that no
.,erious differences between tht two countries would
ever arise. " We are one peoqle ; we have the samne
destiny ; %ve have the saine bopes ; speak the samne
language and bave spr'uig from tbe samne family of
men, and it would be a cr>îng shame if we had any
difference that could not be amicably settled by ar-
bitration." The Colonel's speech was lLudly ap.
plauded.

"«he Supreme Court " w~as the next toast. It
was r ceived witb tokens of marked enthusiasm and
hearhily, drunk. "*Toodle de-Tuni" wvas sung in
capia style by Brother Parker.

D.Oronhyarekha, the Supreme Chie! Ranger,
rose to reply and was warmly applauded. Hiè said
that hie deeply regretted to disappoint the Toronto
brethren. but hie was not sorry that lie had remaiaed
over in Hamilton. Tht speech o! the United States
Consul was weil worth staying for. ««I arn an
American mysel!," said the doctor, "'a genuine
American, and spent many o! the happiest days of
my lifein tht United States." Coantinuing he jocu-
larly remarked that the reason that the sick, benefits
of tht Order were limited Io twelve weeks was be-
cause o! tht fact that aDy o! the Court physicians
could kilt or cure in that tume. lie said the Inde-
pendent Foresters was one of the hest fraternal or-
.ganizations in existence, but regretted that the white
majority of the Supreme Court had decided flot to
admit vow.en into tht Order. He feit, however,
that sentiment was growing in that direction, and
hoped before long that the Courts would know the
reflning influence o! women. He concluded by sorte
complimentary refèrences to the Order ia Hamilton,
thanked them for his kind reception andu'ishcd thern
aIl manner o! prosperity.

Brother Griffth and Brother MNillaralso responded
on behal! of the Suprer-at Court, and gave some in.
teresting informaton about the Order in Ontario.
Somte 2,000 rnembers had been added to the rnerber-
ship roll during the year.

The Ltarneai Proféession-Song, Dr. Anderson.

i
t. i
i4

'I


