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SAINFOIN.

The following article is from the pen of M. H. Nagant, e
cditor of the Frenoh edition of the Journal.

Our readers will perhaps remember that last year—sce the
July oumber of the Journal d’agriculture,1890—we publish.
ed an engraving of a stalk of sainfoin. We stated that experi-
ents on the cultivation of this fodder-crop (then uwnknown
in Capade) were beivg pursued, at Lachine, by Mr. Jenner
Rust, and that we would not fail to advert to the results ob.
tained 13 soon as we obtained the necessary information,

The experiments were begun in 1889, in the spring of

which year, Mr. Jenner Fust sowed (1) with sainfoin « small
plot of land on the Maple-wood-farm, belonging to the Messrs,
Dawes, of Lachine. At first, the appearance of the crop was
not encouraging; the seed came up badly; the plot was in
bid order; the land was very uncven, full of hollows which
held water, and the winter of 1889-90 was nothiug but a
succession of thaws, frosts, and rain ; consequently, when the
spring of 1890 arrived, the sainfoin had but & poor appear-
ance. But one of the characteristics of this plant is its power
| of putting forth fresh shoots, in which it is only exceeded
by couch-grass. So, when this spring—1891— rrived, the
land was well furnished with sainfoin, and, even i.: the spots
where the rain and frost had apparently destroyed the plant,
it had shot forth again and looked very promisiog,

But now comes the most marvellous result of this erop :

Close to the sainfoin-plot, Mr. Dawes had sown, com-
mon red-olover ({rifolium pratense) with the barley-orop.
after a heavily manured root-orop. (2) Welll this clover was
only 5 inches high when the sainfoin had already attaioed o
hetght of 17 inches and was coming into bloom. Tn fact, the
sainfoin was rcady to cut for hay on the 10th of last June, in
spite of a month of May 60 cold and so raialess as wae the
last, and in spite of the bill-side on which it grew belog as
dry as a desert-sand.

A few days age, Mr. Jeoner Fust scot to the Department
of Agriculture and Colonisation, at Quebeo, a sample of this

(1) The plot was about 300 yards long by ten yards wide, The
two sorts of (over afterwards mentioned enclosed the sainfoin-plot
between thew. A.R.J.F

{2) Auny one who knows the Lachine farms of the Messrs, Dawes
will know what a ¢ beavily manured” crop on their laut}A mwx.xrs!F

.R.J,




