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ORGANIZE THE YOUNG MEN!

Way it Should be Done and How to
Do lr,

Catholic Columbian,

If the number of young people who
have been taught and reared as Cath-
olies were gtill within the fold of
Mother Church our church ecapacity
wou'd have to be doubled. The cause
of this great and continued falling
away lies in the circumstance of daily
association with an unbelieviog and
immoral world.

It is true, we have built and are
building : that we have maintained
and are maintaining (under the yoke
of double taxation ) large and imposing
school houses ; that we engage the best
educators to teach our youih in the
doctrines of our holy religion and the
kindred studies properly belonging to
the carriculum of the school-room—lay-
ing the seed for the making of good
Catholics and useful citizens. Here
westop | Littie effort, or no effore, is
made to nurture the precious seed
planted in the boyhocd days, to carry
it to the fullest perfection in manhood.
Living in a materialistic age, and as
we know human kind inclineth to evil
and perverseness little or no encour-
agement is offered our youth upon
leaving school or college to remain
loyal to Holy Church and to persevere
on the road to virtue and honor on
which an exalted Christian education
has placed them. The weapons placed
in the hands of our youth are insuffic-
ient and weak compared with the
crafty means employed in the ba'tle
which a corrupt and alluring world
wages upon them.

There is a universal desire to have
good Christians and good citizens. To
secure this end we must seck to per-
petuate the faith that is in onr youth
and urge them to give practical evi-
dence of their worth as Catholics and as
citizens. In turn, to secure this, our
only salvation lies in organization.
Organize our youth in one solid, com-
pact body. #

In this acknowledged age of associa
tions, in view of the exemplary chain
of historic successes, we cannot afford
toignore, atthe expense of onr young
men, our Church and our country, the
powerfu. assistance of the principle of
association, of banding to
deny the truism of the mas
unity thereis strengch.
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Do [ hear somebody say — ** We
preach, we exhort, we "—do all save
give praciical everyday assistance
and ready advice : to provide proper
recreations, occupations aod associa-
tions with our Catholic girls: thus
they are given the opportunity to
seek their affinity outside the pale of
Holy Church. To retain onr young
men in the Church, we must and can
without the adoption of liberalizing
tendencies) seek to keep our youth in
touch with the times.

It is certainly wrong to expect
everything from the power of words
against the incentives of sensual ap
petites, and to consider ourselves able
to guide the will of our youth by mere
oral persuasion. In prisous and cor
reciion houses you may behold the
fallacy of this notion. There you
have opportunity to hear the lamenta
tions of misery crying ont with tears
and rage : ‘‘Had my father and my
mother and thos: set over me thrown
around me safeguards from the wicked-
ness of the world, | would not now be
the mouster before God and man that
I am

Ouar youth, upon leaving sch
college, are thrown upon the
with a warning cry: *‘Look out
Be faithful to God and Iis Church !
Be honest and upright!”  But—poor
creatures ! —little do they know of the
dangers and temptations of a deceiving
and ungodly world. They ave rough
ing it, with little or no assistance to
counteract the taint of a vitiated at
mosphere in which they are forced to
move,

A Mass on Sunday and an exhorta
tion is to impart the fighting strength
for six days against the devil and his
henchmen. We send our youthina
briar patch, as it were, for six days,
with a reprimand to come out on the
seventh day of the week without a
scratch and without a bur on their per-
sons,

As they grow older, the voung men
may come out from the briar patch less
frequently, or perhaps, not at all.  Ah!
then a frantic effort is made to extri
cate them from the path of perdition
but fai's: our efforts are too feeble to
break the fetters of vice and infidel
ity Discouraged as fruitless en
deavors, we weep and lament, we chide
and exhort, we prick and stab the
forlorn youth with the pen point of
uncharitable criticisin and
nation ! Will such hLarsh
avail anything ? No

What can be done ?

Ocganize ! Organize our youth as
they leave school or college, for educa
tion alone will not save them from tae
contaminating influence of a riotous
age. Organize our youth upon leav
ing school and college, for the retorm
must begzin where goodness is left off
Should the weeds be allowed to take
root till the hardened ground makes it
impossible to eradicate them 7 Lead
aud guide them, step by step, as they
grow to manhood's estate,

Do this, orgauize, and posterity will
bae saved, our Chuvch'’s glovy will shine
with a brilliancy never before wit
nessed.  Society will enjoy a tranquil,
]lt'l'lrl‘[ hf'.ppinwn never before experi
enced, and the lunentable evil of
mixed marriages will grow less fre
quent.
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While there exist many associations
for young men throughout the Jength
and Dbreadth of our land, with a
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greater or less degree of usefulness and
varying success, vet we have no
thorough Catholic young men’s sssocia-
tion broad enough to mest the masses,
combining at once the religious, moral,
temporal aud social needs of our youth.
Some associations embody the forego-
ing, but their virgin principles have
been obliterated by petty squabbles and
race and class prejudice ; others again
have bean buried in the caverns or ob-
livion by the lack of encouragement.

In the advocacy of organization and |
association as an efficacious measure to |
arrest the disaffection among our
youth, I would suggest, above all
others :

1. The formation of a Blessed
Virgin Sodality in every parish, divi-
sion being formed according to age :
thns providing first for the spiritual
growth and perfection of the youth.

2 Jy forming a_compact of the
sodalities of the city or town parishes
and orzanizing a central iustitute, the
supreme advantag of which are
shown by the successful experience of
our non-Catholic brethren, in which
all manner of things interesting to
young men may find a place. Such
centralization of moral and financial
power would afford opportunities for
the physical, social, moral and intel-
lectual development, and in a superior
form and at a less cost, than would be
afforded by individual socisties. Aside
from the physical training, the library
and reading and amusement rooms,
and ‘‘socials " for the bringing to
gether of our young women and young
men of the proper age, classes could be
formed for the study of any special
branch of knowledge and learning as
the tastes and requirements of individ
ual members may dictate. Lecture
coutses could be arranged which would
give reform advocates an opportunity
to be heard. Miss Elder, for instance,
could be given an excellent chance to
show the advantages of country life
over city life, and thus model and form
the youth, as least some of them, on
her principles in the springtime of life.

3. Tne direction of this central in-
stitute should be entrusted to a young,
energetic priest, appointed by theOrdin
ary of the diocese, with full controling
power — devoting all his time and
envrgy to its interests and success and
making the young men’s cause his
special duty

t. Where such central institute is
not made up by local sodalities but by
individual men
institute’s constitution should require
that all applicants must be members of
a parisn sodality or society—to avoid
any charge, real orimaginary, that the
institute isdetrimental to parish organ-
izations.  This clause will commend
itselt to pastors.

Organize our young men !
only salvation of our pos
institutious. Let the youth receive the
firet and best attention next to the
parochial school. It will tend to the
greater glorification of God and His
Church and the salvation of souls of our
youth. It will add greater lustre to
the works of man. It will facilitate
parish work, and many struggling
churches would now be flourishing
congregations, and our pastors’ mon-
etary cry would be heard less fre-
quently.

There is nothing in the world that

It is the
erity and our

will convince a thinking mind that it |

is more pleasing to God, who deigned
to be born in a stable, who dwelt
among lowly men, who died for our
sins the awful, humiliating death on
the eross, to be adored in a marble
church, rather $han to be worshipped '
in an unpretentious one, while hun-
dreds and thousands of young men are
drifting from the Church who would,
with lictle direct effurt, be maintained
within the Fold.

*“The attitude of the Catholic body
towards the young men is ot a piece !
with its attitude towards the Catholic |
press and Catholic literature-—frozen
and dumb,” says a Catholic writer,

‘“The associations of young men
among the sects, the labor of secret
societies to spread their influence

among them, teach no lessons to the
Catholic body here any more than in
[taly or France. Frozen and dumb
they stand, and consider their duty
done when the young man is provided
with a copy of the Ten Command
ments.”  This is the exact and most
discouraging  truth. Apparently,
nothing short of a satanic cyclone will
arouse the conscious duty Catholics owe
young men,

The young man has cost a great
deal. **He cost every groau in Geth
semane and every thrill of agony on
Golgatha,” exclaimed one devoted to
this cause. “* All the iatercession of
the mediatorial throne was for this
young man and others like him. His
worth is enhanced by what is in him
and by what he may be and do. in
that tabernacle of flesh is an alert |
mind, which can soar to the stars or
sink to the pit. Within this young
man are propensities which, if grati-
fied, shall make him an incarnate
scourge. In him are ambitions which
may lead him to make the necks of ten
thousand warriors the 'adder by which
he mounts to fame.  Touched by !hﬂl
regenerative power of divine grace,
his life way blossom with all sweet
charities, and his consecrated energy
may spiritually evangelize half a con
tinent. There is in him an
tal soul! Is shall
burn with the life of God, aud|
join the glad choruses of the re- |
deemed, or it shall scethe and fume !
with the liviag death of sin, and wail
with the defeated and ruined torever.
We can heip this young man. Speak
to him. Tell him how much he cost.
He does not know it now. The glar- |
ing light of this world blinds his sight. |
His value can only bs sven in lhu'
shadows that gather about the cross.

immor
glow and!

| found O'Reilly in the hall
| abologizing to the negro and thrusting

Tell him of his peril.
stranger. uless you or some one else
sprak to him, he will not know it
until he is in the rush of the rapids,
and the roar of the cataract smites his
soul. Tell him of love —Divine love—
which stooped to save him. Ran,
speak to this youngz man, ‘for the sun-
set of your own days of labor for the
Lord may be only an hour distant.””
Indeed, it is our duty and itisin
our power to help the young men. It
is evident that an association, as we
suggest, means strength and power,
ruled by one guiding hand and
directed to the same aim and purpose
It means a bond of love, of union, of
fraternal charity. The establishment
of such central organizations in our
cities and towns, bringing all within
a common bhond of Catholic brother
hood, should not be allowed to remain
unnoticed and a dream, but a work
which the united force of local sodali-
ties can easily accomplish : then we
shall not have risked what ought to be
more precious to us than any other
treasure, the Catholic faith and Chris
tian morality of our youth. There
fore, let our watchward be, *‘ Orgauize

the young men."” TATTLER.
i
A TRIUMPH OF CHRISTIAN

PRINCIPLES.

Some notable victories for the prin-
ciple of religion in education have
been recently won in England. At
the School Board elections in London,
on Nov. 22, ihe alliance of the Catho
lics and the adherents of the Church of
England brought about the return of
a majority of Moderates or *‘ Clericals.”
as the friends of Christian schools
are sometimes called. They number
twenty-nine, to twentysix alleged
‘‘ Progressists,” or advocates of non-
religions education. The majori
small, but earnest and influsntia
for the next three years there w
fair play for the denominatic
schools in London

In Manchester and
the Clericals have tri
latter city the ** Prog
only one candi )

The result of these ele
cumulative proof of

formed persons de

Liverpool alsc
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tions are on!
what no well-i

the over
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ar

d dogmatically in
vol3, and will have ing to do
with that ““moral mon " as (Glad
stone calls a State-made undenomina-
tional system of school religion.

The school statistics speak for them
selves. A blue-book published on
Nov. 12 sets forth the fact that in the
whole of England and Wales there are
19,571 elementary szhools under Gov-
ernment inspection : of these, 4,403
are board schools, affording aczommoda
tion for 2,113,032 scholars, while
there are 14,668 voluntary or relig
ious schools with accommodation for
3,646,830 scholars. The voluntary
schools are almost double the number
of board schools, and provide for a
million and a half more children.

Yet, with the exception of a small
annual Parliamentary grant, these
voluntary or religious schools are sap
ported by private contributions. The

popuiar

8¢

board schools get the whole of the edu
cation rates, the greater part of which
is contributed by the people who also
maintain the religious schools,

Previous to the Comprom
—to which the Catholics did not sub-
seii 11 the schools of England were
voluntary. The fact that these still
outnumber the Board schools by
10,000, and that the Catholics have
within the twenty-five vears increased
their voluntary schools from 400 to
970, shows that it is not possible to
extinguish the voluntary system in
that country.

The friends of religious education,
Catholic and Protestant, are now thor-
oughly united, and there is no doubt
that the voluntary schools, so dear to
the people, will soon receive for the
secular instruction given in them,
which does not suffer in comparison
with that given in the Board schools, a
share of the people’s money.— Boston
Pilot.

PR T
John Boyle O'Reilly’s Kindness,

Stories of John Boyle O'Reilly's
good-fellowship and generosity are
still current in Boston. A stranger.
mistaking him for a friend, appros ched
him from behind, slapped him on the
shoulder and greeted him as Jack with
all the warmth of a hfelong friendship.

| OReilly turned to face a very em-
| barrased man and eaid,

holding out

his hand: “I'm not Jack, but I'm

| zlad to know and be the friend of anv
i man that is as glad to see his friend

asyou seem to be.” While O'Reilly
was reading one of his poems after a
semi public dinner, and, as usual,
was deeply absorbed in the task, a
negro waiter walked across the floor
with creaking shoes.  O'Reilly, much
annoyed, stopped and addressed half
a dozen bitter words to the chairman.
The waiter was thoroughly unhappy
at the incident, and a guest who left
the table after the poem was finished

humbly

a £) bill into his hand.—Philadelphia
Ledger.
- ——
“Satisfactory Results.”

So says Dr. Curlett, an old and honored
practitioner, in  Bellaville, Ontaris, who
writes: Y For Wasting Diseases and Scro-
fula I have used Scott's Emulsion with the
most satisfactory results,”

Can Recommend it. Mr, Encs Born-
berry, Tuscarora. writes: 1 am plaased
to say that Dr. THOMAN ECLECTRIC O1L is
all that you claim it ty be. as we have haen
using it for years, both iaternally and ex-
ternally, and have always received benefit
from its use. It is our family medicine, ani
I take ygreat pleasure in recommending ii.”

Minard's Linlment is used by Physi-
RLITH

To that he is a |

THE RULE OF FAITH.

Last week the Halifax Chronicle
published a report of a sermon
preached in Triuity Church by the
Rev. Mr. Almon, an Anglican clergy-
man of the Evangelical school. His
text was Jude 3: ** I was censirained
to write to you exhorting you to con-
tend earnestly for the faith once de-
livered to the saints.” The sermon
was, or was meant to be, a defence of
the doctrines of Evangelical Protes-
tantism, and a condemnpation of Ritual-
ism, and Catholicism. **Our system
is,” said ths "preacher, *‘'that t
Word of God is the sole rule of faith.
We maintain that from the early
history of the Church this was its doc-
trine The rule of faith has beeu the
ne of endless discussion. The sub-
le threadoare, and we

ect is now a trifl
would not so much as touch upon it
) but for Mr. Almon's appeal to the
rds of the early Church and his
overweening confidence inthestrength
of his position. * We are willing to
meet 6 oppoments anywhere,” the
Chronicle reports him as saying, *‘and
are prepared to prove we are right.”

Mr. Almon’s thesis, that which he
undertakes to prove, is that the Bible
is the sole rule of Faith. It is well
that he does not take this first principle
of Protestantism for grauted, as is
usually done. The principle is cer-

nr

tainly not self-evident. It requires
proof. And whence is the proot to be
drawn ? We should paturally look to

the Bible itself for it, since the rule of
faith is not the product of man’s reason,
nor established by the will of man,
but by the will of God. But nowhere
in jthe Bible do we read that it is the
sole rule of faith, nor can we infer
this from anything that the Bible con-
tains. On the contrary, it is very
plain from the Bible itself that under
the Old Dispensation, as well as uader
the new, certain persons were com-
missioned by God to interpret His law,
to expound the fecriptures, to preach
and teach with authority the truths He
had revealed. Christ delivered His
doctrine by word of mouth, and
charged His Apostles to preach it
tekroughcu: the whele world, thus de
claring His will that men should know
the faith from the lips of those whom
He had comm 1 to teach it.
Hence we find 1 affir Z that
“*Faith comes Z," and charg-
ing Timo hy to commend the truths he
nad heerl from him to faithful men,
who should be fiz to teach others also
2). Thus does the Bible itself
against the assumption that it
is the s<1: rule of faith.

But Mr. Almon has appealed to the
early Church, aud to the early Church
he shall go. The earliest writings of
the sub-apostolic age now extant are
the epistles of St. Ignatius, written in
the beginning of the second century,
and the epistle of Pope Clement to the
Corinthians, written towards the close of
the first. In these no direct reference
is mad: to the rule of faith. Butitis
plain from the stress these writers lay
on the duty of obedience to the pastors
of ths Church what their mind was on
tkis sutject ** Guard,” writes St
Ign tins, Epad Trallian. ‘‘against
such men ; and guarded ye will be, ii
ye are pot puffed up, nor separated
from the God Jesus Christ, and from
the Bishop, and from the regulations
of the Apostles.” Irer:us and Tertul-
lian, whose works date from the latter
part of the second century, deal ex
pres-ly with this point, and there is no
mistaking the meaning of their words
“Inexplaining the Scriptures,” afiirms
the former, *‘ Christiaus are to attend
to the pastors of the Church, whn, by
the ordinance of God, have received the
inheritance of truth, with the suc
sion of theirSees.” (Ady. Haer. 1. iv.
c. 43 ) And again: ‘‘Supposing the
Apostles had not left us the Scripture-,
ought not we still to have followed the
erdinance of tradition, which they con-
signed to those to whom they committed
the churches. It is the ordinance of
tradition which many nations of bar
barians, believing in Christ, follow,
without the use of letters or ink.”

[bid. ¢ 64.) Tertullian writes: ‘‘To
the Scriptures, therefore, we must not
appeal ; nor must we try the issue on
points, on which ,the victory is either
none, or doubtful, or as good as doubt-
ful. For though the debate on the
Scriptures should not so turn out as to
place each party on an equal footing,
the order ot things would require that
this question should be first proposed,
whi:h is now the only one to be dis
cussed, *‘ To whom belongeth the very
faith; whose are the Scriptures : by
whom, and through whom, and when,
and to whom was the rule delivered
whereby men become Christians.  For
wherever both the true Christian rule
and I'aith shall be shown to be, there
will te the true Scriptures, the true
expositions, and all the true Christian
traditions.”  (De FPraescript, Haer.
19.

It is needless to quote from the
writers of the centuries following
Their testimony is in full accord with
that of those just cited. Dut there is
another passage in Tectullian, written
agaiust the heretics of his day, which
tits so aptly Mr. Almon's case that we
cannot forbear quoting it, In the
work already cited Tertullian writes :
“‘On this principle, therefore, we shape
our rule of prescription: that if the
Lord Jesus Christ sent the apostles to
preach, no others are to be received as
preachers than those whom Christ ap
pointed, for ‘' No one knoweth the
Father save the Son, and he to whom
the Son hath revealed Him.” (Martt
xi.) ; neither does the Son seem to have
revealed Himn to any other than the
apostles, whom He sent to preach, to
wit, that which He revealed unto them.
Now, what they did preach, that is,
what Christ did reveal unto them, I
will here aiso rule, must be prov. . in
no other way than by those same

! churehes which the apostles themselves

! founded, themselves by preaching to

! them as well viva voce, as men say, as

!afierwards by epistles. If these things

{be so it becomes forthwith manifest
that all doectrine which agrees with

| those apostolic churches, the wombs

lnnd originals of the faith, must be

i
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accounted true, as without doubt con-
taining that which the churches have
received from the apostles, the apostles
from Christ, Christ from God ; but that
every doctrine must be judged at once
to be false which savoreth things con-
trary to the truth of the churches, and of
the aposties, and ot Christ, aud of God.
k. If these things be so, that the
| truth be adjudged to us, as many as
! walk according to that rule which the
Church has handed down from the
l Apostles, the Apostles from Christ
Christ the reasonablen
I our proposition is manifest, which de-
| termines that heretics are not to be
allowed to enter upon an appeal to the
Scriptures, whom we prove without the
Seriptures to have no concern with the
Scriptures. . To such it
justly be said, Who are you? When
and whence came ye? ot being
mine, whatdo ye in that which is mine?
in brief, by what rightdost thou, Mar-
cion, cut down my wood 7 By what
license dost thou, Valentimus, turn the
course of my waters? By what power
dost thou, Apolles, remove my land
marks? Thisis my possession. Why
are the rest of you sowing and feeding
here at your pleasure? Mine is pos
session : I possess of old : I have sound
title-deeds from the first owners whose
property it was : I am heir of the
Apostles ; as they have provided by
their own testament, as they committed
itin trust, as they have charged e,
so I hold it. You assuredly they have
ever disinherited ard renounced as
aliens. " (pp. 208 2
Casket.

from God
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READ AND DIGEST.

A Methndist Weekly Comments on
Father Elliot s Remarks.,

The Rev. Walter Elli
Paulist Fathers, who believes that he
is called of God te endeavor to
convince Protestants and other nou
Roman Catholic peoples of the rior
ity of Roman C S OVer every
other form of religion and has devoted
nimse to that work, published 2a
paper entitled 7he MMissionary Out
look in the United States, of which we
priut an extract from its publication in
the Chicago Herald :

**The collapse of dogmatic Protes
tantisin is our opportunity. Denomin-
ations and ‘ereeds’ and schools’ and
‘confessions’ are going to pieces before
our eyes. Great men built them and
little men can demolish them. The
dogmas of older Protestantism are
fading out of our people’s minds or are
being thrust out.

‘‘ How many earnest souls are about
us weary of doubtful teachings, glad
to hearken to, aye and to believe, any
one who promises them relief. See,
ton, and admire how their religious
instinets strive after organic life. As
Calvinism dies, Christian Endaavor is
born and counts a million members in
a day—good works making little of
faith, as at first faith made little of
good works. See that while Method
isn leaves the slums, and is purifying
in lordly temples and in universities,
the Salvation Army scours the guiters
it has turned from with loathirg., I
tell you that the people around us are
relizious, that they long for GGod and
are ready for those divine rules of the
higher life calied Catholicity. Itisin
credible that an intelligent Catholice
shall not command the attention of
thoughtful minds on questiors of ab-
sorbing interest. Catholic truth is
simple, credits itself, and is in the
highest degree commendatory of the
Church compared with the Protestant
denominations,

‘“There can be little doubt that this
republic will be made Catholic if we
love its people as God would have us.”

Mice have destroyed the nets which
chained lions, and insects great build-
ings. What of Methodists as here
described ? Every sentence of the
foregoing is worthy of study, and
should be weighed by Protestants —
{Methodist) Christian Advocate.

> £8

Poor DIGESTION leads to mervousness,
chronic dyspepsia and great misery. The
best remedy is Hood's Sarsaparilla,

Mr. John Blackwell, of the Bank of Com
merce, Toronto, writes: ‘' Having suffered
tor over four years from Dyspepsia and
wezk stomach, and having tried numerous
remedies with but little effect, 1 was at last
alvised to give Northrop & Lyman's Vege-
table Discavery a trial. 1 did so with a
happy result, receiving great benefit from
one bottle, I then tried a second and a third
bottle aud now I find my appetite so much
restored, and stomach strengthensd, that 1
can partake of a hearty meal without any of
the unpleasantness I formerly experienced,”

, one of the
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