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informed—>Sandford Fleming, Esq., C. E., had made a survey and
report upon anotlier line, which followed tlie Beattie lino from Triuo
to Tngonish liiver, and fi-om Little Forks to the Border, l)ut<liverged

at intermediate points to the extent of one to eight miles, atid

lengthened the line about two miles as compared with the Bv ittie

line. In his report, Mr. Fleming, while recognizing the commercial
ami other advantages of the Beattie line, connecting, as it would, die
Goul and iron districts, expressed a slight preference to the one sur-

veyed under his direction, via Folly Lake and Tillott's creek, 'i'he

company is not aware whether this Re})ort has been formally adopt
ed by the (Jovernment, although Mr. Beattie strongly urged upon
the (lovernment in -Tuly, 1860, that those i)ortions of the line at

either end, which were common to both, should be sanctioned, so

that the \rork might not bo interrupted. On the New Brunswick
siilo of the bolder, where no ditliculty w.is matle by the Govein-
ment as to the route, the work "..as continued vigorously to the
close of the season, was resumed this season, and will be coni-

plete<l by the close of next year—thus forming the first finished

portion of the Intercolonial llailway. Meanwhile a large outlay of
money has been incurred by the (company in this Province in making
the survey, in grading ond providing sleepers, and other materials.

To evince the determination of my Principals to carry on the work
to completion, pursuant to and within the time limited by the con-
tract, I beg to refer you to a letter which, in the absence of a reply
to Mr. Beattio's last communicadon, I addressed on the 26th June
last to your predecessor, the Hon. C. Tapper. As the Gove.nment
declined to accede to this j)roposal, I must now invite the serious at-

tention of the existing Government to the position of the Company,
under the present changed aspect of atiiiirs.

We are prepared at once to cany on and i'ulfil the contract ; but
should the Government throw any further obstacles in the way of
this, we consider that we have a legal, as well as equitable claim upon
the (jiovernment for full compensation, not only lor the outlay, but
for the withdrawal of the contract. The Company's action through-
out has been in good faith and was based upon the conviction that
Mr. Beattie's Line, was that referred to in the contract as having re-

ceived the recommendation of thf J'rovincial Engineer, and the aji-

])roval of the Governr.ent. They submit that their view of the
r^ifttter, is strengthened by tlie fact that th-^ length of the Line is

limited by the contract, and if it be contend-^ci that the Government
had the power of afterwards lengthening it, or deviating to so w'ule

an extent as eight miles from the Line, where is the limit, and what
protection had the contractor? from an enormous expenditure, when
they were expressly restricted as to piracies and curves by the contract.

In conclusion, I humbly submit that my Principals are anxious not
to throw any obstacles in the way of completion of the Line, and
desire cordially to cooperate with the Government to this end. t^hould

it therefore bo considered undesirable to carry out tiie contract in its

present form, I shall be hai)j)y to negotiate a new contract upon any
terms the Government may desire, and upon satisfactory terms being
arranged, to abandon any claims wo may have under the i)resent

contract. Requesting your immediate con.sideration of this matter,

I have the honor to be, J^ir,

To THE Hon. P. C. TIn.i,. ( Your most obed't servant,

Provincial Secretary, Ilahfax. ( L'^'igned], C. II. GRANT.
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