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Victoria Countv Lad Pleased 
With Fare—Somewhere 

in France

Germans Coming to End of Tether But ’Twill 
Take Another Year to Make Sure of Vic
tory—26th Again in Trenches, Sergt. Ryer 
Having Been First in Second Division to 
Win D. C. M.—Major Magee’s Battery Wins 
Praise.

3 (By Archibald Hurd, Naval Expert of The London Telegraph.)
There i> no better way of concealing the truth than to use trite phrases 

which have passed into our every day Speech. They are so familiar that they 
make little impression on the mind; ho'one pauses to think what they 
We can trace their atrophying process in religion, natural science and politics. 
Just now in all the Allied countries there is talk of “the command of the sea.” 
Who stops to consider what the words mean? Wh<* ever calculates what the 
cost in human life and treasure would have been had the Allies not had “com
mand of the sea?” Who, again, ever examines the facts to ascertain exactly 
why the Allies possess this advantage?

What course, for instance, would the war have taken if the British fleet had 
stood by, had not intervened in the struggle? The ■ naval situation at the mo
ment when Germany determined to trample on Europe’s freedom was not a 
little remarkable. By means of successive naval acts Germany had first 
taken Russia, then Italy, and finally France, and she could count On the sup
port of the Austro-Hungarian navy, which under her guidance had greatly 
panded until it rivalled that of Italy. The Germans had so completely outs 
distanced all the other Continental Powers of Europe in ships of war that on 
the outbreak of hostilities they with the co-operation of Austria-Hungary were 
absolutely assured of the command of the sea if the British fleet did not move. 
The two enemies had an enormous preponderance in effective ships of all 
classes over France and Russia,, and those ships, every seaman admitted, 
would be handled with enterprise and skill. The relation of the four navies 
is not generally appreciated. The following statement showing the ships of 
the four countries on the outbreak of war reveals the preponderance possess
ed by the Central Powers;

Dreadnoughts;
Battle ships ........
Battle cruisers .........

Pre-dreadnoughts t 
Battle ships 
Armored cruisers ...
Cruisers ................. ..
Destroyers .............
Torpedo boats .....
Submarines ...............

I

23RD BATTERYmean.

ISSUES BOOKLET
;

Sergt Major Harry N. Patchell as 
Editor — Officer of 25th Reports 
That Provincial Battalions Work 
Out Well in Firing Line.

A St. John officer attached to the 1st Canadian Division at the front, who 
has seen service since early in the wir writes to a friend in St. John from the 
trenches under date of -November 1. The Telegraph has been allowed to repro
duce the following interesting extracts from this letter;

“I am going qn leave tomorrow after two months strenuous work, and 
thought I should drop you a line before going. The winter rains have set 
in here and the mud ia something to marvel at. ... . Things are going 
rather well with us and I think the Huns are pretty near the end of their 
tether. But I imagine it will take another year to finish the war, if we do it 
then. This will he my first leave since the war began, and I am sadly in need 
of clothes and boots.

“We have brought down two aeroplanes in our lines lately, and have seen 
some thrilling exhibitions of airmanship and nerve. Yesterday I had the pleas
ure of working for a couple of hours with German shells whizzing over my 
head and bursting beyond us. Big shells they were, too, for they threw the 
dirt up as high as the largest trees. -

“I saw 'Jim’ McAvlty and most of the officers of the 26th last week get
ting ready for their second trip to the trenches. They got quite a scorching 
the first week. Had sixty-three casualties. Our first brigade had five hundred 
during the past week; so you see life is still a bit strenuqus on the front, 
though the fight has been chiefly artillery. McAvlty is meting good all 
right.”

over-

The following letter was received by 
Mrs. L. H. Turner, St. Almo, Victoria 
county, frcim her son, Earl Turner, who 
enlisted' with the 26th Battalion, and 
since going to France has been transfer
red to the reserved machine gun section 
of the 26th Battalion instead of D Com
pany:

Dear Mother and Father,—I have just 
had my dinner, and as there is no parade 
this afternoon I have nothing to do but 
write.

For dinner today we had beefsteak, 
fried potatoes, bread, jam and Coffee, 
pretty good for a soldier, don’t you 
think? We arc getting better food now 
than we did in our company, that is the 
company I was in before being trans
ferred to the reserved machine gun sec
tion. We do our own cooking, six of us 
together, and we fix up some great old 
feeds; but t tell you what, I would like 
to be honte, where I could get a good 
fçed of fried chicken.

"We are billeted in a bam now, and we 
have lots Of straw to sleep on, 
have a pretty good bed. We are out of 
the trenches now for a six days’ rest, 
and I guess the most of us are glad to 
get out for that long. We had a hot 
old time of it. last time we were in.

I guess the people in St. John will find 
out that; the old 26th is more than a 
moving picture battalion after what they 
did the other day. I suppose you will 
see all about what happened ip the St. 
John papers.

I got the box of candy, tobacco, soap 
and towel the night we went in, but 1 
didn’t open them until T got in my 
“dug-out” that night, and X can tell you 
that candy and tobacco were some treat, 
I didn’t get a chance to use the towel 
and soap until we caAie out of the 
trenches. As water is so scarce, we can
not use any of it for washing.

I saw George twice the other time 
we were out; he is Just as fat as. he can 
be. I also saw Clareiicè Havens and was 
with him about two hours.

Well, I guess this is all I can write for 
this time, so will say good-bye, with lots 
and lots of love for you all.

EARL.

ex-

-

Germany Austria. Total. France. Russia. 
3 - 19 ' 4

5 * ..

Total
J6 4y5

20 32 19 27
9 19>2 25

56 1348 22
130 145 MAJOR MAGEE’S BATTERY HONORED.

The following special order issued at the front is evidence of the good 
work that has been done by the Heavy Battery under Major Frank Magee and 
Captain Cyrus F. Inches, in which there are several St, John men, former 
hers of the 3rd Regiment, C.G.A. It also shows that they are no longer a part 
of No. 1 Group Heavy Artillery and may have returned to the Canadian Di
vision r

84 179
80 138 150

36 53
175 Italian mountain fighting, scaling a perpendicular cliff to attack an Austrian 

position.
30 78

Barred German Landing on French
Coast.
Sea command is still exercised by 

armored ships and cruisers- IB the first 
line of battle, the dreadnought class, the 
odds were twenty-four to four at the 
outbreak of war. In the second, thirty- 
two to twenty-seven, but of the Rusgith 
ships several were shut up in the Baltic. 
In armored cruisers the strength of 
France and Russia—the ships being 
mainly obsolescent—was more apparent 
on paper than real, and in scouting ships 
the Central Powers had no mean advan
tage. Even if Italy had joined the Pow
ers of the dual alliance, Germany and 
Austria-Hungary, with strategical ad
vantages of no mean value, would have 
possessed a sufficient margin against 
their opponents.

There would have been no blockade 
of the North Sea. What of that? it may 
be said. Well, it would have meant that 
the Germans could, with slight risk, 
have transported troops to any point on 
the French coast The value of superior 
sea power in amphibious warfare is the 
element of strategic surprise which it 
confers on its possessor. .A German 
army might have been secretly concen
trated at Hamburg or Emden on a Sat
urday and early in the following week 
might have been landed on some portion 
of the French coast, taking the French 
army in the rear or flank. The advan
tage of the Germans would have laid in 
the ignorance—unavoidable ignorance— 
of the French authorities of the spot 
chosen for disembarkation. The French 
fleet would have been tied In the Medi
terranean by the menace of Austria- 
Hungary and the German navy > would 
have had no difficulty, owing not to su
perior seamanship but to superior num
bers, In seising the command of the 
North Sea and English Channel. The 
sea in itself is no defence to a country 
like France, but a menace in the absence 
of naval - protection, for armies can be 
moved in these circumstances more easily 
by water than by land.

Would it have been a matter of no 
consequence if the Germans had had this 
power of strategic surprise in their 
hands? There is good reason to believe 
that they had laid their plans for the 
invasion of France from the sea. It is 
reported that they had transports ready, 
as well as the troops to put in them, on 
the assumption that the British people, 
secure in their island, would conclude 
that the war was none of their business.

But that is not all. The Germans 
would not only have obtained this over
whelming military adAntage, but wbuld 
have been able to shut off alF French 
oversea commerce. Think what that 
would have meant! No merchant ships 
throughout the duration of the War 
would have been able to enter or leave 
French ports without running the gant
let of the enemy’s patrols—cruisers, de
stroyers and submarines.

Nor again is that all. France and 
Russia had no men-of-war of great 
lighting weight in the outer seas; the 
Germans were represented by some of 
their most powerful and swift cruisers. 
What would have been the fate of the 
mercantile marine of France? These 
merchant vessels represented in value 
many king’s ransoms. About sixteen 
thousand sailing ships and two thousand 
steamships would have been in dangeh 
together with their cargoes. What the 
fate o?m
may be judged from the exploits of the 
Linden, Konigsburg and other enemy 
cruisers before they were destroyed. Rus
sia’s merchant ships would have shared 
the same misfortune.
Strength ol British Fleet Cause of Ger

man Hate.
For the period of the war—how long 

would it have lasted? Russia and France 
would have been ,to all intents and pur
poses, besieged. Neither country would 
have been able to use the sea for any 
purpose. That condition would have re
acted on their military and economic 
power. Tiiey would have been in a posi
tion to bring in no food, raw materials 
nor munitions. The Germans, and not 
the countries of the Dual AIliance,would 
have had the run of the neutral markets 
of the world for munitions, men and 
money. On the American continent 
clone there were—and are—about 20,- 
000 000 Germans and Austrians, who 
could have supplied not only men to 
reinforce the armies of the Central 
l’owers in Europe, but men to make 
munitions and other men of great finan
cial and industrial experience—some of 
them millionaires—to assist Germany in 
getting gold, raw materials for all pur
poses, and even luxuries.. Life behind 
the lines of the German armies would 
have continued ranch as under peace 
conditions. The population of the Ger- 

empire were eager for war because 
they believed that even if Italy joined 
Russia and France they could count on

using all the seas to their advantage, 
drawing from them everything they re
quired.

Were their calculations ill-founded? In 
one particular they were. They as
sumed with confidence that the British 
fleet would take no part in the war. 
They were wrong. That one error of 
judgment made all the difference: it is 
more than probable that it cost the Ger
mans the victory they believed, in the 
last days of July, 1914, to be within 
their grasp. Why? When the war broke 
out the relative strength of the British 
navy was almost in the proportion of 
two to one in comparison with that of 
Germany. Think what that meant. All 
the conditions at sea were instantly re
versed. German hopes were doomed 
when the German anticipations as to the 
use which would be made df the British 
i.avy proved unfounded.

Why do the Germans hate the British 
people more than French or Russian? It 
is not because of the wealth of England, 
or her trade or her colonies or her shar
ping or her armies of 8,000,000 men—It 
is because the British fleet so decisively 
turned the scale that from the date of 
the British ultimatum the £800,000,000 
which the enemy had spent on naval 
expansion became profitless. Germany 
realized as in a -flash that, owing to the 
majesty of the greatest sea power, she 
could not obtain the rich dividends 
from her naval expenditure on'which she 
had counted with complete confidence. 
In those fateful days of July, 1914, Ger
man ministers argued with the diplo
matists of England: “This is not your 
quarrel; you are not a continental 
power; leave us to settle matters be
tween ourselves on our side of the North 
Sen and English Channel, and you stand 
aside and you will be safe—in fact, you 
will be able to make huge profits out of 
the war.” -,
England’s Sea Guns Defending Civilisa-

mem-so we T
hospital this officer sajd that his battal
ion had only been at the front six weeks 
when he was hit. “You will have to 
wait a bit before you can chronicle much 
about the Second Division,” he continued.
“We have done our share of work in the 
trenches, and have learnt what it means 
to be constantly under shell fire and to 
be bombed, but we have not taken part 
in any big engagement. However, we 
were much gratified when, on our are. 
rival in France, we were sent straight up 
to the trenches. 1 personally, was in 
London on a Thursday, and on the fol
lowing Sunday I was in the trenches, 
and by the Tuesday following the whole 
battalion was taking its turn.

You see, we had had six month’s train
ing in Canada and three at Shomcliffe, 
so we ought to be fit for duty. Life in 
the trenches is very much what I -ex
pected from what I had read, and it is 
astonishing how soon the, men settle 
down to the new conditions, and behave 
as if they were quite accustomed to it.
Mostly'we do six days inland six days 
out of the trenches, though, on. one occas
ion we were in for ten,,ji#ys. My bat-

regiments to districts Is good, as it 
makes for esprit de corps. -Ip the Sec
ond Division the idea has rbeen followed 
out very well. Thus Battalion 18, 19,
20 and 21 all come from Ontario, 22 is 
French Canadian, 24 comes from Mont
real, 2 Sfrom Nova Scotia, 26 from New 
Brunswick, and 27, 28 29 and 81 are all 
recruited in Western Canada.

“In the fight at Loos we were on the 
left of the 1st Canadian Division, and 
saw very little of the fighting. We of 
the Second Division have yet to earn a 
reputation, and I hope we shall do it be
fore long.”
Unconscious for a Fortnight.

“I was just comipg along the road 
when a shell caught me and took my 
right eye out,” replied Private F, G.
Ferguson, of Mohcton, New Brunswick, 
who was attached to the ammunition 
column of the 2nd Brigade, and who 
was wounded at St Jean, now with the 
Canadian Pay and Record Office, Lon
don, when interviewed by “Canada.”
“It smashed up most of the rest of my 
face, too,” he added, with a laugh, “I 
was bringing up ammunition at the 
time, and happened in the way of a stray 
shell, I suppose, for none of the other 
men who were with me were hit”

It was fourteen days before Ferguson 
regained consciousness. When he woke 
up he fount! himself in the hospital at 
the base, where he stayed for a month, 
afterwards being sent to the 3rd Lon- 

in the booklet is a com- do" R- A- C. HospiUl at Wands- 
pletc list of officers, N. C. O.’? and men, wort£ remaining there for nearly five 
with the towns from which they come. raonths- 

This list is most useful, and It would “Dip's Lively Letter, 
be an excellent thing if Canadian battal- A-letter received from Staff Sergeant 
Ions and batteries would copy the ex- Geo. Duplissea, Canadian Divisional 
ample set by the 28rd Battery Canadian Train, now in France, contains many in- 
Field Artillery and issue a similar book- teresting lines written in humorous vein- 
let. This brochure of the 28rd will not Yes, “he says,” we have heard about 
only interest the doings of Canadians at shells bursting and breathless escapes, 
the front, but will be a lasting memorial some fellows saved by having a cannon 
of the men who are serving in the bat- ball strike a lead pencil in their pocket, 
tery. We congratulate Sergt.-Major and such things, but we haven’t got so 
Holly H. Patchell, of St. John (N. B.), close to the firing Jine as that, at least 
who is, we understand, responsible for not as yet. In fact the only shells I’ve 
the production of this useful and charm- seen bursting over this way have been
ing booklet. egg-shells, few and seldom, and it costs Ottawa, Nov. 16—The team of the

a nickel to crack their coat. London (Ont) Collegiate Institute took
“Well, at present I’m doing duty at a first place among the Canadian teams 

military police office in a “booze factory,” competing under the under the auspices 
or brewery—that is,' I hare a band on of the National Rifle Association in the 
my arm which reads ‘M. P.’ and the Imperial Challenge Shield match. The 
boys give it several meanings. Because shield was won by the Royal Marines 
of the present circumstances, they have Cadets, of Deal (Eng.), wjth a score of 
called it ‘Manager of Pubs.’ 98. The Australian Naval Reserve Ca-

“In our section, that is the saddlers, dets came second with 91. Third place 
we have four fellows who have a notion was taken by London (Ont.), cadets, 

er, Germany has been bleeding to death; they can sin8- We wouldn’t mind their with 88.
she has been able to secure no remedies having the notion if they only kept it to 
to relieve her condition. She is like a themselves. But that’s classed as one of
gourmand shut up in an island prison ‘he hardships out here-they won’t. aPPa«nt taUure of jrivate bidders to
in sight of a profusion of his favorite They call themselves the “Saddlers’ i keep their proposals within the $7,800,000
foods. Germany, with a fleet inferior Quartette,” and they feel they have nice | limit the cost set by congress for the
only to that of England among the nav- voices—Oh they have, (for throwing up I hulls and machinery of battleships Nos.
ies of the world, is imprisoned by Brit- a dark alley), but let it rest there. WejW and 44, bids for which were opened 
ish sea power, while in southern waters think the world of every one of them, today at the navy department, construe- 
the naval forces of France and Italy, even If some of us get out of range when ‘ “on of Doth vessels may be undertaken 
with the assistance of England, have re- they start to open fire. They have one • at government navy yards. ^ 
duced Austria-Hungary and Turkey to song, however, written by Corporal C. The New York and Philadelphia gov- 
the same condition. The Allies are us- W. Sweet, from which we never run emment plants submitted estimates of 
ing the seas—which provide military and away—it brings back happy memories, Ie88 than $7,000,000 each for ships pro- 
economic strength—almost as if theÿ and they sing it well: ipelled with the combination steam and
were not confronted bv two of the mn*t ^ . z. . . , _____ . ' . ... : electric drive, to be used in the newconsiderable fleets of the world. They! I^t Vfto^dk to St Mu? «uper-dreadnoughts now building at the
and not the Germans as the historv of . , : t0 ? t.t New York yards. These were the low-
war has revealed, possess tffe power to A™pUtf “wîw est bids, and the samV yards also sub-

2rJr rts —s &. — -—
merchant ships where they will. And Nri~LÜ,h„U== to’x.„v ■
of the sea power, which is the foundation 1 Wd-talk. ^ ^ Rev. Robert Ralkes Davies, pastor of
of the confidence of the Allies in victory, «.J’s,., tw T MnJ Polemore Baptist church, Huddersfield,
England has contributed just that over-: -pv wh T want _ ’ England, is employed as an inspector in
whelming margin of safety which has y, , ,n c. j„kn B°’ a local munitiàns ■ factory during the
rendered the fifteen years of German week. He works the regular hours, preach
naval expansion, with all Its grandiose A pantry sale was held In the Duffer-1 es twice on Sunday and continues his 

war began, owing to victorious sea poW- ambitions, a mere wate of £300,000,000. in Hotel- sample rooms on Saturday of- work as pastor.

ternoon for the benefit of the 26th Bat
talion. As a result of the sale the ladies 
cleared $186, which will go toward buy
ing yam to knit socks and other much 
needed necessities for the coming winter 
campaign. The committee in charge in-, 
eluded Miss Katherine McArthur, Miss
es Evans, Misses Howe, Miss Irene Mc- 
Quade, Miss Grace Magee, Miss Fowler, 
Mrs. H. Magee, and Mrs. Bert Evans.

A telegram received yesterday from 
Quebec by Frank P. Curran, Paradise 
Row, brought the good news that his 
son, Private George V. Curran ' would 
soon be home. It said that he was now 
in Quebec .having been invalided home.

Drummer William L. Garnett, of the 
26th, writing to his mother, Mrs. Joseph 
A. Garnett, 78 Elm street, city tells of 
the attack on the crater and says that 
be had escaped so far without a scratch.

Special Group Order by Brigadier-General G, M. Franks, RA-, command
ing No. I Group Heavy Artillery Reserve. Departure of "Phipps Brigade”:

In consequences of their services being required elsewhere the Phipps Brigade, 
comprising the 48th and Canadian Heavy Batteries, have, it is hoped, temporarily 
left No. I Group, HA-R. The G.O.C. wishes to place on record the excellent 
work done by this brigade during the recent operations, 
been exposed to heavy shell fire and both have been thanked by the division they 
were supporting during the battle of the 25th of September, J915, for the 
sistance tendered by them. The G.O.C feels that he is expressing the feelings 
of the group in wishing them good luck and a speedy return.

(Sgd.) H, RYAN,
Captain R. A-, Staff Captain No. I Group, ItA-R. a

Both batteries have >1

as-

One of Two Medals.
“I am sure that St. John will be 

proud to learn that the whole 26th Bat
talion has been mentioned in despatches 
for -exceptionally good work,” writes J. 

London, Nov. 17—The Morning Post’s Holly Turner, of the 26th, a west side 
Beme, Switzerland, correspondent, s^ys boy.
it is reported there that Field Mertbai. “Sergeant Ryer. of our. battalion 
Von Hindenburg has left the eastern for bronght in a lot of wounded men while 
the western front. exposed to heavy fire and he has since

been awarded the Distinguished Con
duct Medal. Of course we are very 
much pleased with Sergeant Ryeris rec
ord as only two D, C, M. medals have 
been awarded in the second Canadian 
division of sixteen battalions.

“We are still in Belgium where we 
have been for two months and we have 
seen some pretty stiff fighting. I guess 
the 26th is as good as any of them 
when it comes down to the real thing.”
No One Down-Hearted.

formerly a draughtsman in the engineer
ing department of the I. C. R. at Monc
ton, has been killed in action, while serv
ing with the Canadian Engineers at the 
front. Mr. Bogle was a New Zealander,

A big recruiting meeting was held at 
Rockland, Carieton county, last night 
and six recruits signed. One is Bruce 
Berry, principal of the school at Hart- 
land.

Hon. Captain W. B. Hurd, Y. M. C.
A. secretary of the 52nd Battalion will 
go overseas with this battalion. He is 
the twenty-second Y. M. C. A. secretary 
to go on overseas service.

•Mrs. Samuel James, of 590 Main 
street, has received two letters from her 
sons, Corporal James and Gunner 
Thomas, who are fig-hting with the Can
adian troops in France. Gunner Thos. 
James told his mother that he had re
ceived word'that two of his. cousins, 
John James and Fred Greatrix, had been 
killed.

It is estimated there are, in round 
numbers, about 100 members of the staff 
of the Canadian Bank of Commerce in 
training with the Canadian Expedition- ' 
ary Force for the firing line. There are 
also à few who have already been 
“through the mill,” and having recov
ered from their wound, are now attach
ed for duty with one or other of the 
battalions or units of the training divi
sion. Fifty or sixty khaki-clad warriors, 
former members of the batik’s staff, had 
dinner together at Shomcliffe lately.

Rev. and Hon. Captain J. J. McCas- 
kill, of the 73rd Highlanders is reported 
to be ill but is now better in Montreal. 
Lieutenant F. J. Sherman, a brother of 
Rev. J. Ralph Sherman, of Trinity 
church, has been appointed temporary 
and honorary captain.

Brief Despatches.

the 23rd Battery.
it (Canadian- Gazette.)

' 'The 28rd‘Battery Canadian Field Ar
tillery has issued a brochure—well got 
up and beautifully illustrated—dealing 
with the history of the battery. From 
this useful booklet we learn that in Nov
ember, 1914, Lieut-Colonel T. M. Seely, 
of Yarmouth (N. S.j, was commissioned 
to organize a field artillery battery for 
service overseas to represent the mari
time provinces in the Canadian Expedi
tionary Force. In a very short time the 
full number of men required were en
listed. •

They were quartered at Fredericton. 
Early in December a great many stu
dents from the University of New Bruns
wick enlisted, and soon students from 
other universities in the maritime prov
inces began to enrol Very quickly it 
was found that there were double the 
number of men required, and orders were 
issued for the formation of a second bat
tery. These two batteries were num
bered 28 and 24, and formed the second 
division df the 6th Brigade Canadian 
Field Artillery. Liept.-Colonel B. A. 
Ingraham, of Sydney, was appointed to 
command the 24th Battery. Colonel Seely 
was later ..appointed to raise a battery 
for the defence of the wireless station at 
Barrington, and Captain J. K. Mac Kay 
was appointed to command the 23rd. 
The 28 rd Battery reached England early 
in March, and went to the front at the 
end of May, with the exception of a few 
who were left behind to act as. instruct
ors and perform base duties for the re- 

Included

Washington, Nov. 16--The Russian 
emabssy issued a statement tonight de
claring that neither the embossy nor any 
of its officials was connected in any way 
with the purchasing of supplies in the 
United States for the Russian govern
ment.

Washington, Nov. 16—Ambassador 
Pen field, at Vienna, was instructed by 
cable today to ask the Austro-Hungarian 
foreign office for a statement in detail 
of the circumstances of the torpedoing 
of the Italian liner Ancona in the Medi
terranean last week, with a loss of sev
eral American fives.

Montreal, Nov. 16—There were snow 
flurries here during the morning and 
from several points along the St. Law
rence, reports were received of snow
falls. Ovring to the crowded condition 
of the steamship warehouses, port offi
cials announced today that navigation 
would be kept open the extreme limit 
to try to clean up.

An officer of the 26th Battalion writes 
from the front:

"There isn’t anyone down-hearted 
here. We get good grub and can buy 
anything we want. We are not very 
far from a famous place. Sturdee went 
to town yesterday and he bought some 
things to keep us supplied for the forth
coming week, such as ginger snaps, in 
tins, and other dainties. I am getting 
low on briar, but have some other kinds 
to smoke . We are very comfortable 
and I occasionally meet some of our 
boys. ' Saw Tom Powers, R. Hayes,
Everett Hunt, Ralph Parker, Marcus 
from Dock street, and they all look well.
I get many letters. Have had as many 
as sixteen in my pocket at once to an
swer.

“Our boy» have done well and our 
battalion gets the first D. C. M. for one 
of opr sergeants, that is in the scrap 
where our men showed up so well, A 
and B companies. I was not in the tlfick 
of it, but in the reserve company, a 
few yards to their rear. Of course it 
was pretty warm and our men were 
praised by those higher up for the way 
they stood up so bravely. You under
stand this was only on a small scale, 
very small as things go nowadays. Our 
artillery is, I think, superior at last”
Fun Once in a While.

The opinion of much more comfort 
than one is apt to associate with the 
idea of trenches is also contained in a 
letter from one of the sons of Principal 
Lloyd, formerly of Rothesay. He says:

“People over there sometimes get the 
Impression of the soldiers on rainy days 
huddling under a bush, etc. In places 
this may be so for a short time; but 
when we are in one place for two days 
everyone rustles around and in a very 
short time you will find fellows tucked 
in snug in a small dugout or some other 
place as happy as possible. Then again, 
when you see it raining hard and you 
took around to find a dugout, this is 
what you will often see: a small dugout, 
sack on as door, oil-tin as fireplace, a 
big fire burning, with the smoke getting 
out wherever it can—the door—the 
plaice crowded with the boys, and very, 
very often in the centre a big parcel just 
arrived from home. Well, you could 
travel all over the world, but you 
wouldn’t find a happier party than that 
It is true we get hard times, but we 
also get fun once in a while.”

The 104th. „ s
The arrival of that portion of the 

104th New Brunswick Battalion which 
wifi winter in Fredericton has been post
poned. All the. members of the 104th 
now at Sussex will remain there until 
after today when Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fowler’s battalion will be inspected by
Major General Sir Sam Hughes. That It was announced long ago in the 
means that it Will be Thursday, if not British House of Commons that 200,000 
Friday, before Major Pincombe and Ills Indian troops were fighting for the Em- 
men reach Fredericton. pire on one front- or another, and it is

Quartermaster Sergeant William Erris, believed this number has been largely 
R. C. E., who has been in Woodstock, increased by now. The British govern- 
expects to have the quarters sready for ment no doubt thinks it is of prime im- 
the troops,at the end of the week. portance that the heavy end of thfe war

Friends in Moncton have received re- should be carried by Great Britain and 
ports to the effect that George Bogle, its self-governing dominions.

tion.
The Germans were' right in a sense; 

it was not England’s quarrel as far as 
material things went, and England was 
protected by her fleet, which for a thous
and years had prevented any invader 
landing on her shores. But neverthe
less England threw down the gage not 
in defence of her material interests ; not 
in the hope of gaining territory; not in 
the belief that any indemnity could be 
extracted which would pay the cost qt 
her warlike operations. She intervened 
not merely to avenge Belgium and to 
defend France,but to defend civilisation; 
and she has rince had reason to appre
ciate that in defending civilisation she 
has been defending all she holds most 
dear. But in the early days of the war, 
when the British, fleet was mobilised and 
took up its war stations, this truth was 
not realized as It is realized today, be
cause we did not then know the real 
heart of Germany. With the interven
tion of the British fleet Germany’s con
fident assurance of victory . was under
mined.

The predominant influence on the his
tory of the world has been not the sol
dier but the sailor. A Frenchman once 
said that it was the snips of Nelson 
which won the battle of Waterloo. Eng
land has never possessed a great army, 
nor has the United States. When the 
German emperor read the books of the 
American seaman Admiral Mahan he de
termined that he must have a great fleet, 
because from the days of Xerxes and 
T.iemistocles navies have decided the 
fate of empires. It might be said that 
all the decisive battles of the world have 
been fopght on the seas. That would 
seem a bold statement, but it is a clear 
approximation to the truth. Without sea 
power land power—that is, soldiers— 
must be imprisoned and to modem eco
nomic conditions may welTbe reduced to 
starvation—starvation for waht of shells 
as well as food.

In the present war the two-to-one 
British fleet, with the co-operation of t.ie 
much weaker but splendidly manned 
navies of France, Italy and Russia, 
wrested victory from Germany because 
it divorced her from the sea. The great 
English sailor and statesman Sir Walter 
Raleigh once declared that “whosoever 
commands the sea commands the trade; 
whosoever commands the trade of the 
world commands the riches of the world, 
and consequently the world itself.” The 
German emperor believed profoundly in 
that statement as one of the greatest of 
political and economic truths.

Owing to the British fleet he has 
learned that the converse is true: Ger
many commands nothing but an army, 
which, because it is cut off from the sea, 
must be defeated. He has seen the ships 
of his merchant navy, second only in 
size to England’s merchant marine, 
either destroyed or compelled to fly to 
neutral ports; he has seen German com
merce strangled, representing an enor
mous loss; he has seen almost all his 
colonies wrested from him: Since the

Washington, Nov. 16—Naval officials 
today disclaimed any connection be
tween the arrival of the battleship Ken
tucky at Progresso and the alleged 
forcible searching of the American 
steamer Zealandia at that port by an 
armed patrol from a British cruiser. The 
investigation to determine whether the 
Zealandia was within the three mile limit 
still is under way. British officials con
tend she was not.

1 SIM'S NEPHEW 
KILLED IN ACTION'

serve.

Seattle, Nov. 17—Workers delving to
day in the debris in the third level of 
the Northwestern Improvement Com
pany's coal mine at Ravensdale recover
ed the bodies of six victims of an ex
plosion which killed thirty-one men and 
injured three others yesterday. Three 
bodies were taken out soon «ifter the 
disaster occurred. Three men taken out 
unconscious last night were revived.

<
f

Ottawa, Nov. 16—A private cable, re
ceived at the militia department this 
afternoon, announced that Lieutenant 
Chester Hughes, son- of Colonel James 
L. Hughes, former chief inspector of 
Toronto public schools, and a nephew 
of Sir Sam Hughes, had been killed in 
action in France.

He was attached to No. 6 Company of 
the Canadian Field Engineers.

1

25th Officers' Story.
Among the first officers of the Second 

Canadian Division to come home wound
ed has been one from Halifax, who be
longs to the 26th (Nova Scotia) Battal
ion. To a representative of the Canad
ian Gazettes who met him in a London

i
of them would have been s

It
INDIA AND THE EMPIRE.

To the Editor of The Telegraph:
«

Sir,—In common with many others 1 
have often wondered why, when Kitch
ener is calling for men and yet more 
men, when Great Britain, Canada, Aus
tralia, New Zealand, South Africa and 
Newfoundland are strain! 
to supply them, we hear nothing about 
recruiting in India. We are told that 
the various peoples of that country am 
intensely loyal to the British crown and 
there would be no difficulty in raising 
an unlimited number of men there who 
with a few months’ training would be 
ready to face any troops in the world. 
The people of India could easily raise a 
million recruits and would feel honored 
hy being allowed to do so. Can any 
one explain why no such action has been 
lakin?

I
■

SIWashington, Nov. 17—Because of the
ng every nerve 4

Yours truly,
ENQUIRER.

Rexton, Nov. 12, 1915.
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itson, Mrs. Ralph Hayden and Miss 
ye Camber, of Woodstock, ' spent 
ednesday night in Perth having 
itored from Woodstock via Caribou 
d Presque Isle. They returned to 
Dodstock on Thursday.
The W. A. of the Church of England 
id their monthly meeting at the home 
Mrs. H. L. Alcorn on Friday after*

on.
Miss Ada Saunders delivered a lee- 

on Household Economics to the 
idover domestic science class, at the 
me of Mrs. W. M. Field, Thursday 
suing.
Mrs. William Matheson entertained 

members of the Round Table Liter- 
y Club at their regular meeting.
On Friday Mrs. Wiley entertained a 

ladies at a knitting party. Those 
sent were Mrs. William Curry, Mrs. 
P. Waite, Mrs. H. H. Tibbits, Mrs. 

corge T. Baird, Mrs. Dexter Sadler 
aple View), Mrs. Bertha Waite, Mrs. 
F. Allen and Mrs. J. A. Perley. 

Peter Watson, of Houlton (Me.), is 
siting his sister, Miss Sarah Watson. 
Miss Gertrude Kilbum went to St 
ihn on Friday to spend several weeks 
ith friends.
Miss May Armstrong has been con- 
led to the house the past week with 

abscess in her mouth.
A number of the Andover people 
dhered at the Andover station on Sat- 
rday afternoon, on the arrival of the 
ipress, to welcome Private Arthur 
febb, who has been invalided home 

m France. Private Webb was in the 
nches at the battle of Festnbert when 
German bomb exploded .near him 

ith such force he was blown from the 
ench, sustaining injuries from .which 

has not yet recovered. While In the 
illage Mr. Webb is the guest of Mr. 

d Mrs. W. A. Glllett.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Perkins, of 
oodstock, are visiting Mrs. C. M. Tib-

its
Mrs. D. R. Bedell and Mrs. J. W. 

files will serve tea at the regular meet- 
ig of the Red Cross Society on Wed- 
esday afternoon.
Mrs. John Inman received a telegram 

Saturday telling of the sudden death 
f her brother, Charles Sloat, in the 
rest.
Mrs. Tibbits and Miss France? Tlb- 

its have rented Mrs. Welling’s bunga- 
ow and moved into it last week.

GAGETOWX. w .
Gage town,. N. B, Nov. 16—Once mort 

he good news of the safe arrival of 
Canadian soldiers in England has been 
card with pleasure in Gagetown, when * 
t was known that the 55th battaliol 
ad reached their destination safely. In- 
luded in this battalion are several men 
ell known in Gagetown: Major E. C. 

Veyman, brother of Miss S. J. Weyqian, 
rincipal of the Grammar school; Ser- 
eant John Graham, of Lawfidd; Com- 
any Sergt.-Major Frank L. Phillips, 
ho lived here for some years; Private 

frank D. Dunn, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
ohn R. Dunn, whose brother bas been 
t the front for several months, and 
’rivate William Kelly, all of whom have 
iagetown’s best wishes.
A souvenir from the battlefield of 

Zanders has recently been received by 
ï. H. Otty, from Lance-Corporal Al
lied Ashbume, of the 1st battalion. It 
I a button off Corporal Ashbume’s 
reat coat, which, with the other con
flits of his dug-out, was blown up 
lien a shell landed in the dug 
ere concussion flattened all tn 
if they had been hammered. Corporal 

ishbume said, that during the heavy 
rtiliery duel, around October 18, the 
rth shook as if they were in a boat. 
On Saturday the. news that Private 

âmes McNevin, of the 26th battalion, 
ad been wounded while in action, was 
card with regret by many friends. Last 
lilumn, although only eighteen, he 
agerly signed on, and left here anxious 
o do his part. Only a few days ago a 
urd was received from him by one of 
is friends here. On it was embroid- 
red in their national colors, the flags 

the Allies, and Private McNevin had 
rritten “I’ll stand by these flags till the 
nd, if it costs me my fife.” He also 
ismarked that he had had four sand 

gs fall on him when his dug-out wss 
“still alive.” The

out The 
e buttons

town up, but was 
ext of kin of this courageous young 
oldier is Miss Annie McNevin, Glas- 

w, Scotland. ,
On Friday a packing case of Rea 

!ross work was sent to headquarters 
n St. John from the local branch 
Vitl: so many Canadians in the,ueUt( 
rnd a long hard winter comÙMf on, the 
lemand for Red Cross work%nd 
(Continued on page 7, sixth column.)
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GET THIS CATALOGUE
I—c*l SAVE MONEY

The Best Ever iPI issued ; Skates, Skating 
Boots, Hockey Swea
ters, Uniforms, and 
Complete Outfits, 
Snowshoes, Moccasins, 
> Skis, Toboggans. 
I We want every Man 

interested in Sports 
y kind to get 
large Free 

Catalogue. Prices 
right and satisfaction 

guaranteed. 
Immense 
prompt shipment. 
Y on can sere 

money by getting 
Catalogue to-day.
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