R ST T TS A

3
P4

i

_ nging statements as correct.

. “He begins with the assertion that if war|

. prepared; that if we are not prepared

“order or registered

. INADEQUATE FOR WAR

-gun ports and turrets must be well out of

| POOR DOCUMENT

4

THE SEMI-WEEKLY TELEGRAPH, ST. JOHN, N. B, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1907 g

\ 8

THE SEMI-WEEKLY TELEGRAPH | matter will not now be regarded as eet-‘l
tled satisfactorily until there has been
a recount. The returning officers and his
deputies are, of course, usually favorable
to the administration, the returning officer
being .a government appointee and the
others men of his selection. However hon-
est they may be they would naturally
be disposed to give Dr. McLean the bene-
fit of the doubt in every case. A recount
conducted by a county judge, therefore,
ghould show gaine for Captain Wallace
rather than his opponent, since it may be
fairly assumed that the latter has al-;
ready received at least .all of the votes
to which he is entitled, and doubtless
some which an independent authority
would give to the Conservative.

The opposition newspapers in Ontario
regard the vote in Centre York as a
heavy blow to the government. The To-
ronto News (Ind.) believes that even if
Dr. McLean really has a small majority
the rebuke to the administration is great
enough almost to equal a defeat. These
views are no doubt based on the facis
that the constituency was regarded as
Liberal, that the government had made
extensive preparations to hold it, and that
bye-elections commonly go in favor of the
ruling party. The Maritime Provinces'
have been keenly interested in Centre !
York, and further particulars as to the
manner in which the contest was conduc-'
ted will be read with interest. The seat
is tolerably certain to be carried by the!
opposition at the general elections. The
bye-election under discussion shows that,
much.
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HON. MR. FIELDING AND THE
BANKS.
The Fielding proposal to aid the banks
in moving the western crops, th? nature

{

|
|
|
|
1

and the fate of that proposal are phases
of a Canadian mystery discussed by Mr.
H. M. P. Eckhardt, the Canadian financial
' expert of the Boston Transcript. Mr. |
Eckhardt writes in part: E
“The discussion as to how Mr. Fielding
proposed to aid the banks had they been
willing to accept it still continues. Prob-
ably the interest is kept alive because of
the mystery that is made of the matter.:
The Minister himself positively refused to
explain his method. But the Senate man-
aged to get some information from an-
other member of the cabinet. The state-|
ment made by him appears in the last
issue of the Financial Post, Toronto. He
said the proposition was made to the
banks that ‘they accept a loan of $10,000,-
000 for moving the frozen grain before the
pavigation closed, but . . . . for rea-
sons which I have not been able alto-
gether to ascertain very little was done in
that direction. I am told the only portion
of the loan that was taken up was 82
500,000.° The Ottawa correspondent of the
London Times cabled his paper in regard -
to the same matter that ‘The banks have
declined the proffered assistance on the
ground that the conmditions stipulated by
the government for such assistance might
be injurious to the credit of the banks.’
“This is undoubtedly correct. The credit
of the banks would have been affected, |
first by their having to give security for
the deposits they = got—something they
have mot hitherto done; secondly, they
would have been injured in a much more
serious manner by the cutting away of the |
treasury cash reserves against their hold-
ings of Dominion notes, which must have
ensued if so large a sum as $10,000,000
were handed out.” ;
Seemingly then the plan Mr. Fielding !
announced was not financially sound, and |
the whole thing amounted practically to
no more than an attempt to-persuade the !
people of the West that the government
was prepared to do great things for them
if only the banks would second its efforts. |
The result can scarcely have added much
to the administration’s political capital in |
the West, or to the reputation of the
Minister of Finance in Parliament or bet |
fore the country.

An astonishing article pointing out the
defects of the American warships now on
their way to the Pacific appears in the
current MeClure’s. It is written by Mr.
Henry Reuterdal, assqciats of the United
Btates Naval Institute., The purport of it
all is that the ships are not fit to go into
battle. The assertions, if true, mean a
grave discovery and a great popular scan-
dal. The writer is a man of established
reputation, and it is noteworthy and sig-
nificant that so-ound an American jour-
nal as the Brooklyn Eagle accepts the dam-
The Eagle

says in.part:

fs to come to t(hia country it must come
by sea; that it will be decided by a few
hours of fighting; that it is for those few
hours that our fleet must be continually

when that time comes our losses will be
fncalculable. These facts are so obvious
that our author is content to stand on
their mere assertion for proof. When,
however, he comes to the assertion that
the American navy is unprepargd for war,
he submits an array of bolstering facts
that are as alarming as they are body
folows to our pride in our navy.”

Proceeding the Eagle gives a summary of
the charges, the first being that after the
ghips were fully loaded -tHeir armor belts,
which were all right when the vessels
were light, \are found to be in no case
more than six inches above the water
line. The Eagle continues: i

“The humiliating fact is present thai
alone of the nations of the world America
§s the one that has continued even in its
Yast product—the Connecticut, the flagehip
of the fleet speeding to the Pacific—this
fundamental blunder.

“A battleship fights at sea.

SOME TRUST METHODS |

The great American trusts very much‘
resemble Bret Harte's “heathen Chinee” |
in some of their peculiarities. Some very
pretty information about the methods em-,
ployed in forming the Tobacco Trust was
brought out before. the United States
Commissioner who heard testimony in a
suit against that concern the other day.
The New York Journal of Commerce says
the honorable character of the proceedings
is illustrated by the secrecy observed in!
gathering in eome of the constituent con-
cerns. One of the vice-presidents of the_
American Tobacco Company has told how
he arranged the organization of a com-
pany in Cincinnati which was to, be os- |
tensibly independent. The American and
Continental companies furnished the
money and were the real owners, but a
Boston financier was put forward as the
backer, and correspondence reveals the
highly honorable means adopted to in-
sure secrecy. The “independent” managerl
advised that correspondence be conduct-
ed under assumed names, and in one of:
his letters he told how he had assuredf
a suspicious labor union that ‘‘we have
absolutely no connection” with the trust, |
adding “we will have to be very careful !
or the connection will be exposed.”

A company at Louisville, the Journal |
proceeds, was secretly acquired by buying.
up the stock, and as soon as full control'
was secured the plant was dismantled and'
the business abandoned at that point.!
Other correspondence shows how a com-
pany was formed in New Orleans for the|

ky to make the discovery now | purpose of running out an established con- |
 than when the fleet is needed in|cern there and occupying the field. The,
’, o ’ man employed to organize the new com-

pany wrote that he would make it a busi-
nees success and run the People’s Tobacco!
Company out of business. “I will not|
only get their business,” he wrote, “but!
I expect to cause a strike in the People’s|
Company factory.” - Such were the noble|
tactics pursued in building up a beneﬁ-;
cent monopoly in the tobacco business. |
These are only sample illustrations of ihe|
methods used. i

The petition with which this suit Wil
begun gave a pretty full account of tl;
way in which the combination was fou

Hence her

watgr. All modern battleships in foreign
navies have forward decks from twenty-
two to twenty-eight feet high, the ar-
mored cruisers twenty-five to thirty-two
feet. The three of our navy of the Indi-
ana class are but eleven feet above water;
the two of the Kearsarge, thirteen; the
Connecticut, eighteen. Experience shows
that with ports open for action during bad |
weather each wave would send through
them tons of water, by which, in short
‘circuiting the electrical apparatus, turrets
jand guns would be put out of business. In
\ghort, the gun power of each ship would
‘be reduced. one-third.

“Mr. Reuterdal has other weaknesses to
jpoint out, such as the straight shah of the
‘turret leading to the magazine below,
swhich is thereby in action made a place of
danger to the ship itself. All of these
weaknesses as presented by him cannot be
set forth in this space. But they are so
forcibly presented that conviction follows
their study. The reading of this article
forces the conclusion that while our fleet
s called the second strongest in the world,
/it is in fact inadequate for war. It may
"be ready for a frolic but not for a fight.

"nless the facts and the statistics taken |

n the official reports can be contro-

1 such conclusion must stand. It is

g and pride destroying. It is
ng.”

\ings have been hinted at before.

sre truly set forth the Americans
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rupulous perform-;

ed, and the Journal

!
he was the worthy son of his distinguish-

ed father, N. Clarke Wallace, won him

of all manner of
ances, and now the prosecution is accu- | friends on every hand, yet what contribu-
mulating evidence in support of its allega-| ted most to his splendid showing was the
tions. Whether these methods, if fully; frank deelaration that he was an inde-
proved, will afford a reason for putting pendent Conservative and demanded free-
the “trust” in the hands of a receiver and | dom of action. This is the Ontario idea
dissolving it as an unlawful combination, in politics, and adhesion to it will yet
theJournal doubts, as it is impossible to| make Capt. Wallace the representative of
restore the original condition and undo| the free and independent electors of Centre
the wrongs that weére 'perpetrated, but| York.”
there ought to be some way of punishing =
these wrongs. Undoing things and making IMMIGRANT CRIMINALS
reparation by law is a difficult matter, but| On¢e more the news of the day includes
having wrongdoing clearly defined and in-! the story of a brutal murder committed by
flicting appropriate penalties ought not!an English immigrant in Ontario. Canada
: has had altogether too much of this sort

to be so hard. The penalties, the writer
points out, should reach individual oﬁend-f of thing, and the record suggests that the
ers, for corporations do not greatly mind | screening process now in use by the immi-
punishment, which can only take the form! gration authorities is either poorly en-

-is

| or government followers throughout the
. province.

{ of reasons to support this view, J%

of fines and fall upon stockholders, the |
guilty and innocent alike.

“NO MEANS OF KNOWING” A
The Minister of Public- Works, as he|

'

left this city for Ottawa Thursday, was |

asked by a reporter for some news regard-
ing the local elections. Dr. Pugsley said
that, “of course, he had no means of
knowing when the elections would be
brought ~ on.” If Dr. Pugsley does not
know the date nobody else does. We had
somewhat confidently expected that the
Minister would take Premier Robinson
into his confidence im this matter, and
that the Premier would then be able to'
announce a decision. The Liberal executive
committee some days ago asked Mr. Rob-
inson whether the session or the e]ectionsi
would come first, but he did not know.
He had not seen Dr. Pugsley at that time,
and his inability to furnish the desired
information did not greatly surprise any-
one. But now that the Minister has come
and gone, the uncertainty is as great as
ever. Dr. Pugsley has no means of know-
ing. 'Therefore Mr. Robinson and his
lieutenants have no present means of find-

{'ing out, for until Dr. Pugsley decides the

New Brunswick oracles will be silent.’
Dr. Pugsley, it will be surmised, cross-
examined the local leaders as to the exist-

_ing situation from the government’s stand-

point, and, having heard their account of
it, was unable to recommend an appeal to
the people until the ‘harmonizing” process
had been applied more effectively in many
of the constituencies. So far as the public
permitted to know, the political
asphyxiation of Hon. James Barnes was the
net positive result of the con\qultation be-
tween Dr. Pugsley and Messrs:. Robinson
and McKeown. This in itself was no great
triumph of statesmanship, and it was at-
tended by a degree of publicity and ant
amount of explanation little calculated to
enhance the reputations of any of the
principals in the matter of finesse. Mr.
Barnes was thrown overboard with a shot
at his feet, and though he may bob up
across the ocean or elsewhere with a lucra-
tive job, the manner of his political taking-
off, and the timing of it, will not produce
enthusiasm among' government candidates

The Minister, having heard reports from
different sections of the province, no doubt |
begins to realize the size of the contract

_he undertook when he identified himself |

Wwith the fate of the Robinson government
and promised federal aid in prolonging jts |
existence. Federal aid, however useful, will
not persuade the people of this province
that the local administration is either
strong or deserving of confidence.

CENTRE YORK
The Centre York bye-election figures,
following other political events, convince
the Toronto News (Ind.) that the Liberal '
government has lost ground rapidly in the?

: corifidence and esteem of the country. The,
| News says: “The result in Centre York

is the most damaging blow the Liberal |
government has sustained since 1896. The

! constituency has a normal Liberal majority

of 300. Tt was admitted that Senator|
Campbell was a weak candidate. Liberals
were rejoicing that in Dr. McLean they
had a man who could unite the Liberals;
of the riding and poll the full strength of
the party. He is as good a candidate as
his friends said he was, and certainly he
should have had from 200 to 300 of a ma-|
jority. But ‘he comes out with an ad-
vantage of only nineteen. This result,
combined with the loss of Colchester in:
Nova Scotia, with the collapse in Lon-
don, the reduction of the Liberal majority
in North Wellington, and the increase of
the Conservative majority in" East North-
umberland, must have very distinet signiﬁ-i
cance for ministers at Ottawa. When a
(Canadidn. government shows loss of
strength in bye-elections it is not far from !
its downfall. 1t has to be added that alli
sections of the Conservative/party fought
together for Mr. Wallace, and that their
campaign was t;horoughly spirited and|
aggressive.” Kis |

The Toronto World, (Ca
result “not so much a G- for Pr.
McLean as a proof of the " ebbing
strength of an jadministration hgs tted’
with scandal, extravagance and !
city.”

The World says it was, inced, a signi-
ficant clection, and it advayces a series|

|

incap:
]

|

are the reasons it gives: Tgfhtre York
is a Liberal stronghold with a normal ma-!
jority of* 300. By dinit of every device
known to old campaigners, the followers,
gf Sir Wilfrid Laurier have been able to
count up a bare score. What a falling
off! Assess part of the blame to Senator
Campbell, to Dr. McLean, discount ths
plucky fight made by Capt. Wallace as
you may, abnd the result still spells signifi-
cance to the Laurier administration. Con-;
stituted asf the riding is, a bye-election
should hav@# shown a Liberal majority of
500, if Sir WVilfrid Laurier had the confi-
dence of the electorate. Backed by his]
paltry majority, Dr. McLean takes little
comfort to Sir Wilfrid, but tells him in!
a concrete way that the day of Laurier in
progreseive Ontario is waning.

“No ‘words are too ardent to commend;
the consistent stand for independence of |
action, if elected, which Capt. Wallace|

took in his canvess. True, the fact that' ::‘Lb

\Daniel’s father by

v

forced or inadequate. Meantime, although
many had supposed Lord Strathcona had
succeeded in making it clear to the British
magistrates that Canada is not a penal
settlement, there is fresh evidence that his
efforts have not been wholly successful.
Several Canadian journals reprint the fol-
lowing from a recent number of the Kent
(England) Messenger:

Wm. Daniel, aged 25, laborer, pleaded
guilty to demanding money with menaces
Sr:lm his father, at Yalding, on the 24th of
T’];e father did not press the charge and
expressed willingness to send his son to
Canada, where he would be found employ-
ment.

His lordship—Will you go to Canada?

Prisoner—Yes, my lord.

The accused was thereupon bound over
and discharged.

With this in mind, and remembering,
too, the frequent crimes of violence charg-
ed against the worst elements among the
immigrants, particularly in Ontario, many
will regard as moderate and timely a Can-
adian writers protest, based on the case

just cited. He says that “a man who begs '

money from his father and backs up his
begging with threats of violence is not

likely to be reformed by an ocean voyage @

He is exactly the material out of which
the dangerous tramp is made. Some wo-
man in a lonely Canadian farm house may
pay the price of the safety accorded to
Daniel’s removal to
Canada. We believe in giving every man

done, if he honestly means to reform. But
mere migration from one country to an-
other does not guaranteg reform. As a rule,
the society which produces a man of this
class ought to take care of him. The mat-
ter is certainly worth mentioning in par-
liament.”

It is worth more than “mention” in
Parliament. The general subject has re-
ceived mention there already, and it is sup-
posed that representations have been made
in London from Ottawa. Evidently some-
thing more effective is needed. It is, ad-
mittedly, very difficult to keep out immi-
grants of dangerous - temdencies if they
have no criminal record in their native
eountry, but that Britain showld deliber-
ately permit its magistrates to assist in
unloading upon us those who are known

. to be undesirable is intolerable.

KOTE AND COMMENT
The exit of Hon. Mr. Barnes does‘not
appear to have improved the government’s

situation in Kent county much. ,
n - .

St. John spent for the most part a quiet
and happy Christmas. Many who were
about the streets on Tuesday and Wednes-
day wondered where all of the “tough,”
swaggering, profane, impudent, and, fre-
quently;, intoxicated youths came from.

They formed a rather disgraceful Christ- |m

mas exhibit.
* % =

In Sussex, where the local government’s
temperance commission said the Scott Act
was ‘“fairly well enforced,” large quan-
tities of liquor have been seized, and that
part of the county is stirred by a crusade
in favor .of prohibition. The public. won-
ders how the government’s commission-
ers could have 8o misrepresented the Sus-
sex situation. Naturally the revelations
there will make the commission’s report
about other districts appear of uncertain
value.

His Grandfather’s Boy.

(S. B. Kiser in Chicago Record-Herald).
My pa says when he was a boy the gifts he
got were cheap and small;

It made him glad to even have a bag of pea-
nuts or a ball;

He never had a camera or magic lantern or
a gun,

Nor. railroad tracks  nor engines that by
windin’ with a key woulg run,

And, gee, the work he had to do! He never
had no time to play;

Oh, what a sollum time it must have been
for pa on Christmas day.

He says he had to feed the sheep and carry
wood in from the shed,

And when it started to get dark he had to
hurty off to bed;

They never had no Christmas tree with col-
ored candles burmin’ bright,

And sometimes snow would blow in through

the cracks across his bed all night;

He had no paints nor picture books when he
_was just a little tyke,

And never till he got growed up found out
what ice cream tasted lke.

i
‘f_ finds in the Jyn glad I wasn't pa; I guess he hadn’t much

to make him glad,

yet he always -talks' about the happy

childhood that he had;

It seems to me that his pa must of been a
pretty poor excuse—

At least that’s what ma told us once—and pa
got madder than the deuce;

And

idn't used to get.

ep. I'm a man and have a boy about the
L g of me, I bet
| 13 ngfver boast around about the things I

A SOVEREIGN REMEDY.

(Louisville Courier Journal.)

Deep breathing is the thing to try if you are
feeling slack.

It brightens the lack-lustre eye and straight-
ens up the back.

It soothes you when you cannot sleep; it
makes you hale and stout;

And furthermore, it's sure to keep your hair
from falling out.

Deep breathing is the thing for you if you
are on thq fritz.

It drives away: the devils blue and sharpens
out the witz,

To broken hearts or livers bad, relief it soon
will bring,

Deep breathing is the latest fad; it’s good for
everything.

TRUE GROUNDS.

“You wish to employ one of our detec-
tives to watch your.husband?”’

"1 do.

“May I ask what has aroused your sus-
picion of him?”

“He sent me a bunch of violets and a
box of candy from town ay.'—
Houston Post.

Nobody is so weak but he is strong enough
ear the misfortunes that he does not

NOVA SCOTIA WOMAN
N <AFFINITY" SUIT

Finds Her ‘“Soul Love,” and Now Her
Husband Asks $50,000
Damages from Him

Case Up in New York Court Re-
vesdls an Amazing Story---
Former Barrington Girl Tells
How Her Friendship Grew for
Her Employer,

New York, Dec. 25—In the suit of Charles
B. Stoddard, mate of a Ward line steamship,
in the supreme court, Brooklyn, against
George J. Hermann, for $50,000 for the alien-
ation of the affections of his wife, a most
amazing story of ‘“‘soul love’ is revealed.

Alvah W. Burlingame, jr., a lawyer, of 215
Montague street, counsel for Captain and Mrs.
Stoddard, says that his information is that
Mr. Hermann believes that his own soul
and Mrs. Stoddard’s soul are parts of the
same original piece and that they have been
seeking each other through all the ages that
have passed. Mrs. Stoddard confirms this in
language of mystic eloquence, and she points
to letters which she says were written by
Mr. Hermann as proof of his soul theory.

A big bundle of letters, all signed ‘‘Cos-
mos,”’ and all full of a passion that reaches
the sublime in its religious feeling and the
expressed .purity of its mystic love, prove
that Hermann is a genius and a poet. Mrs.
Stoddard says that all the letters were writ-
ten by Hermann. Her husband has secured
possession of them.

To understand the spirit romance of these
two Brooklynites it is best to go back to the
early childhood of Ella St. Claire Nickerson.

The Nickerson family has a pleasant little
home in Woods Harbor, Barrington, Nova
Scotia. Ella St. Claire Nickerson was always
a remarkable girl, and at 12 years of age,
according to her own story, she had a vision
of a strong, manly man, who represented to
her the only being that could draw from her
the love she wanted to give.

She told her mother that her future hus-
1 band had been shown to her in a dream, and
| her mother laughed. She grew up as a sort
of man hater. She studied stenography and
1 went to Boston to work.

One day she saw the man who had appeared
{to her in the dream when she was only 12
| years old. The man was Charles B. Stoddard,
| now mate on a Ward line steamer. She had
waited until she was 28 years old. She was
married to Stoddard on Junme 23, 1902. They

i lived happily and about two years ago a baby |

‘wu born. The baby died.

| 'To recoup the loss entailed by her illness,
i she gained her h d's t to take a
position as stenographer and typewriter and

assistant bookkeeper for George J. Hermann,
! builder and real estate operator, at 65th street

;nnd 15th avenue, Borough Park. She went

| to work for Hermann on November 6 of last

! year. i
. a chance, no matter what wrong he has * Hermann is a married man. ‘His wite,

Hannah and four children, the eldest of
! whom {is 21 years
| avenue.

! Capt. Stoddard would come home from his
cruises every three or four weeks.
Stoddard says the captain knew of the friend-
}iv; relations between her and her employer.
: he friendship of Hermann and his pretty
| bookeeper grew rapidly. She sympathized
| with him because of his own troubles.

‘ ““I recognized him at once as some one I
had known in another world and another
| incarnation,” she said today.

Mrs. Stoddard admits that she was receiving
visits from Hermann, and she says ‘that she
loved him.

i “Qur love was as pure and holy as the
holiest thing could be,’”” said Mrs. Stoddard.
l"The world will not belleve it and will not
understand it, but we lover without thought
of fleshly things. We -recognized in each
‘other affinities. Scientists would understand
‘me if I told them. It was not a love of this
earth. We were in tune with each other.

| ““He aid kiss me and I kissed him, but
| the kisses were pure and holy and without
thought of wromg. He kissed me in the
presence of my own sister and my sister-in-
law from Australia, and called me the dear-
-est, purest thing on earth. He never sug-
gested anything wrong. We read to each
‘other and discussed the wanderings of our
sou\:ls through space as we sought each
other.”’

Attorney Burlingame, for Mrs. Stoddard,
said that he had implicit confidence th his
client.

“When Mr. Hermann learned that Capt.
Stoddard was coming homs,’’ he said, ‘‘he
wrote a final letter to Mrs. Stoddard. She
was afrald of what might happen, so she told
her husband -everything. He sent her to
Canada, and then he went to Mr. Hermann
and asked him if it was all true. Mr. Her-
mann replied, according to Capt. Stoddard:

t ‘My soul appeals .to this woman, your
wife.’ !

““There are 20 or 30'letters in the case, but
I cannot give any of them out now. They
breathe the highest form of spiritual love
and show that there never was a thought of
woﬂt!ly affection between the man and wo-

an.

At his home today a reporter found Mr.
Hermann, his wife and two of the younger
children. Mr. Hermann is rather short,
smooth shaven and of dark complexion. He
looks what his friends know him to be—a
wideawake man of business. Mrs. Hermann
answered the bell and called Mr. Hermann
to the door. When asked about Mrs. Stod-
dard he said:

“1 have nothing to say, except that it is
a case of blackmail, pure and simple. It
may be, in part, the result of a disordered
imagination ,if not a disordered mind. Mrs.
Stoddard has worked for me and we have
some beliefs ‘in common. The rest—it is
laughable, that's all.”

Mr. Hermann is a churchman and a choir-
master, and the letters in the suit show a
devoutness that is rare among latter-day
business men. His letters are prayers, and
they beg that his affinity join in his prayers
to make him more worthy for the union in
the next world. .

MRS. IDA OBERG A
MONCTON OSTEOPATH

Moncton, N. B., Dec. 26.—Mrs. Ida
Oberg, 'who for several months has been
practicing here as a doctor of osteopathy,
left on Friday afternoon last for New
York. She had been planning the trip
for some time, so her friends say, and had
told nothing of the abduction of the child,
as related in despatches in a morning
paper. Mrs. Oberg had her office at the
corner of Lutz and Queen streets, living
quietly and having few friends. She had
been.located here for several months, and
had small practice.

Toronto Dinner to 500 British
Immigrants.

"l'oronto, Deg. 25.—(Special)—The big-
gest Christmas celebration in Toronto to-
day was the dinner@o 500 British immi-
grants -in -the Temple building tonight
given by the British Welcome League:

PROOF POSITIVE.

An Irishman was in trouble about a gun
found in his possession. The law, unfor-
tunately for him, adopted the unkind sug-
gestion that he had stolen it. While
awaiting his trial he was visited by a
friend, who urged him to steadfastly ad-
here to the statement that he had owned
the gun for years. The friend, further-
more, cited how he himselfy when in
similar difficulty about a hen, had pre-
served both the hen and his character by
swearing he had possessed the bird since
it was a chicken. The wisdom of this advice
was not lost on Pat, and he henceforth
regarded his trial with the settled seren-
ity of, if not conscious innocence of,
sanguine anticipation. On the day ap-
pointed, when conclusive evidence against
him had been tendered, he was asked,
formally, whether he had anything to say
for himself. Pat, throwing a glance of
shriveling contempt at the prosecutor,
turned to the judge, and said: “The man’s
a perjured villain, yer ’onor. That gun’s
bin in moy possession, yer “onor, iver since
it was a pistol.”—Philadelphia Inquirer.

James H. Hyde, who was conpelled to sell
control of the Equitable Life Assurdnce So-
ciety to Thomas

the disclosures of his managenient of the com-

ous sums aggregating $1,000,000, provided all

suits against him be withdra

Cypher’s Poultry Foods.

Oyster Shells,
Crystal Grit,

+ The Woodman’s Christmas.

(The Khan in Toronto Star).
The day before sweet Christmas, came
A woodman—I'll not tell his name—

He stood beside his cabin door,
Far north amid the snowy woods,
Those secret, solemn solitudes’ .

old, live at 5103 R4th

Mrs. | C

That sound a requiem evermore.

{ And as the wind trod through the trees,
! The infant on its mother’s knee

! Received its father’'s sad good-bye;

But ‘“Merry Christmas—here tomorrow,
Baby mine. will know no sorrow.’’

| He kissed its mother’s anxious face

! And stroked her cheek with manly grace;
Then with his axe on shoulder high,

| He strode away and called ‘‘Good-bye!”
1

| The livelong day she watched the wall
Ot hemlocks round the clearing small.

| A snowy hush the landscape bound;

! She hearkened, but she heard no sound,
| His axe, she could not hear it ring.
1And winter birds but seldom sing;

| But ever and anon the trees

i Did chant of nameless mysteries

| That swelled into a walling cry;

| It sounded like a sad goog-bye.

1

i Long miles away the woodman stood
| Beside a monarch of the wood.

IHls flashing axe with steady stroke

. The echoes far and wide awoke.

The pine, of kingly height and girth,
Went thundering to the shuddering earth;
| But with his bruised and battered crown
. He struck the daring woodman down;
With strong and unrelenting clasp

‘He held him in his iron grasp.

! From wintry noon till frosted night
He mangled lay in hapless plight.
IHe called for help—no human ear
! That weak and piteous cry might hear.
The scornful pines their banners flew;
He heard no far-away halloo.
Only from yonder tree too high
A voice came as in mockery:
“Tu-whoo, tu-whoo! tu-whit!® tu-whoo!”

At last the wintry day was done.
The stars awakened one by one,

And through the forest arches dim
They whlsgered how they pitied him;
And one ,the brightest in the dome,
l:le knew stood just above his home.

] My boy! my child! my wife! my bride!
! "'T'was baby’s bedtime! Then he cried,
Thou Christ, who set the captives free,
, For their dear sake unfetter me!"

No answer; but ffom yonder tree

That voice, as if in horrid glee,

ried ‘‘Who-whoo! whit-whit-tu-whoo!”’

! With fingers 'numbed and purple, slow

| He wrote: ‘‘God bless them!' in the snows
He breathed their names—a last good-bye.
| Then taught his bursting heart to die—.
{ To die of cold; or wolves! O God!

What step was that which lightly trod
The scattered branches? Now farewell

{ To hope and home! A fearful yell

A signal, through the forest burst,

And shaggy monsters, mad-with thirst
For blood, came bounding from their dens—
Their howls of hunger woke the glens;
And as the gaunt and savage Crew
Towards the signal nearer drew,

From out the tree-top, dusk and tall,

A hoarse voice, ventriloquial,
Contemptuously cried; “Tu-whit, tu-whoo!”

God is good and God is great,
And Love is stronger far than Hate.
For who will ‘save the woodman’s life
But her—the prostrate woodman’s wife!
One shoulder bears his laughing som,
The other bears his trusty gun.
She sets a flame amid the brush
And checks the she-wolf’s onward rush.
He clasps his baby, wild with glee.
Beside them she, on bended knee,
With her good gun that came to help
With every shot doth choke a yelp.
She takes the axe—an expert she—
And soon the man she loves is free.
In joy they all together drew,
When from yon far and sounding hill
A voice came faint and fainter still:
“Tu-whit, tu-whoo! tu-whoo! tu-whoo!"

z

I'll tell you, and4ou must believe;
In spite of that foul, shaggy crew—
In spite of yonder whit-tu-whoo—

They had a merry Christmas Eve.

Compare It With St. John.
(Montreal Herald.)

The right and proper course for Mon-
treal to pursue in regard to its services
of gas and electricity is to work to obtain
those services from the company now in
possession of the streets on terms satis-
factory to the users of light, heat or
power. So far as street lighting is con-
cerned, the way is open to do that, the
Power Company having offered to par-
ticipate in an arbitration which, it may be
supposed, would lead to the fixing of a
proper price. The fact is that in regard
to this service the city is in a good posi-
tion already, the rate ‘of sixty dollars a
lamp being much nearer to a right price
than cities are accustomed to get.

On the other hand, there are some
things in the second tender submitted
to the council the other day that have a
direct bearing upon the larger question
of what the Power Company ought to
charge the community for gas and elec-
tricity when it announces a lowered scale
for the first of May mext. For example,
the standard price for house lighting by
electricity is fifteen cents the kilowatt
hour, less five per cent. on a one year
contract, or 14.25 cents net; the Beauhar-
nois Company offer a rate of ten cents a
kilowatt hour, less ten per cent., or mine
cents net. It will require some demonstra-
tion that a service which the one company
is willing to give for nine cents is worth
any more at the hands of the other com-
pany, and when sixty per cent. more is
asked, as is at present the case, the need
for immediate action is so plain that the
Power Company can only be congratulated
upon having made so timely an announce-
ment of the intention to come down.

The disposition would naturally be to
assume that perhaps, in the hope of
making a favorable impression upon the
public, the Beauharnois Company might be
setting the price rather low. There is
nothing, however, to justify that belief.
In Ottawa, for instance, the civic ligh*ing
plant is supplying current at seven and a
half cents a kilowatt hour. True, civic
plants are exposed to the criticism that
they are either not properly managed or
their accounting is not truthful. But in
Hamilton, where the service is in the
hands of a private company, the rate
is also seven and a half cents to the
ordinary consumer, and even less to those
who take large amounts of current. In
Toronto the rate is eight cents an hour
for domestic and twelve cents for com-
mercial purposes. The price in Toronto
is not, perhaps, fixed at‘a trifle over half
the Montreal price from cheice, but is
regulated very largely by the competition
of gas at seventy-five cents a thousand
feet, whereas we in Montreal have to
pay a dollar-btwenty. Moreover, in Mon-
treal the gas company is owned .and con-
trolled by the company which distributes
electricity, whereas in Toronto they are
separate institutions, and the city has a
stake in the gas company which can be
counted on to prevent amalgamation.
There, at all events, is the situation. To-
ronto has gas at seventy-five cents a
thousand feet and electric light at eight
cents a kilowatt hour; Montreal has gas

F.,Ryan in 1805, following'
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‘at a dollar-twenty and electric light at

| fourteen cents. There must be an adjust-

any, has offered to make re itution of var-|ment before Montreal can be satisfied.|

The Power Company officials have at last
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discovered that their own advantage i

best served by conciliating the public and

obtaining its good will. We may accept

the declared intention to reduce rates on

the first of May as evidence of that. It

only remains to be hoped that the com#*
pany will further realize that the reduc-

tions, to be useful as a means ‘to the

establishment of good relations, w'ill be

considerable. Tndeed, it i~ ~~t‘in- o be

now rather more than a quu ' of

bargain and sale as between prodiic: and

consumer. The entry of Niagara into th##
field of electrical production,
development already provided for that is

three times too much for the satisfaction

of existing Ontario needs, opens up the

larger question whether Montreal is to

maintain its industrial pre-eminence. With

this phase of the subject no doubt the

managers of the Power Company are

familiar. To them, in the competition

that is to come, the goodwill of a con- .
tented population in and about Montreal
would be a reserve of the highest value.

kinmont Willie.

(T. P.'s Weekly—For this week’s Cameo 1
am giving part of one of the finest and most
vigorous of ballads).

O have ye na heard o' the fause Sakelde?

0O have ye na heard o’ the keen Lord Scroop?

How they hae taen bauld Kinmont Willle,
On Hairibee to hang him up.

Had Willie had but twenty men,
But twenty men as stout as he,

Fause Sakelde had never the Kinmont taem,
Wi eight score in his companie.

They band his legs beneath the steed,
They tied his hands behind his back;

They guarded him, fivesome on each side, .
And they brought him ower the Liddel-rac:.

They led him thro the Liddel-rack,
And also thro the Carlisle sands;
They brought him to Carlisle castell,
To be at my Lord Bcroope’s commands.

“My hands are tied, but my tongue Is free,
And whae will dare this deed avow?

Or answer by the border law
Or answer to the bauld Buccleuch?”

“Now haud thy tongue, thou rank reiver!
There's never a Scot shall set ye free)
Before ye cross my castle-yate,
I trow ye shall take farewell o’ me.”

“Fear na ye.that my lord,” quo Willie;
“By the faith o' my bodie, Lord Scroope,”’
he said,
“1 never yet lodged in a hostelrie
But I paid my lawing before I gaed.”

| Now word is gane to the bauld Keeper,

he lay,

In Branksome Ha where that S
the Kinmont

That Lord Scroope has taen

illie,
. Between the hours of night and day.

He has taen the table wi his band,
He garred the red wine spring on hie;
“Now Christ’s curse on my head,” he said,
“But avenged of Lord Scroop I'll be!

“0 is my basnet a widow's curch?

Or my lance a wand of the willow tree?
Or my arm a ladye’s lilye hand?

That an English lord should lightly me.

«“And have they taen him Kinmont Willie,
Against the truce of Border tide,

. And forgotten that the bauld Bacleuch

I8 keeper here on the Scottish side?

“And have they een taen him Kinmont Willle,
‘Withouten either dread or fear,

And forgotten that the bauld Bacleuch
Can back a steed, or shake a spear?

He has calld him forty marchmen bauld,
Were kinsmen to the bauld Buccleuch,
With spur on heel, and splent on spauld,
And gleuves of green, and feathers h'ue.

There were five and five
Wi hunting-horns and
And five and five camge- . "o
Like Warden’s men, arrayed
"g'?ea\\‘
And five and five like a mason-gang, . [~
That carried the ladders lang and %
And five and five like broken men; %S

with a ™~

And so theydreached the Woodhouse- kG

Then on we held for Carlisle toun,
And at Staneshaw-bank the Eden we crossd,

The water was great, and meikle of spait,
But the nevir a horse nor man we lost.

And when we reachd the Staneshaw-bank,
The wind was rising loud and hie;

And there the laird garrd leave our steeds
For fear that they should stamp and nei.

And when we cam to the lower prison,
Where Willie o' Kinmont he did lie,

“0 sleep ye, wak®d ye, Kinmont Willie,
Upon the morn that thou's to die?”

“0 1 sleep saft, and I wake aft,
It’'s lang since sleeping was fleyd frae me;
Gie me service back to my wyfé and bairns,
And a’ gude fellows that speer for me.”

Then Red Rowan has hente him up,
The starkest man in Teviotdale:
“Abide, abide now,, Red Rowan,
Till my Lord Scroope I take farewell.

“parewell, farewell, my gude Lord Scroope!
My gude Lord Scroope, farewell!” he cried
“1'1l pay you for my lodging-maill
When first we meet on the border-side.’’

We scarce had won the Staneshaw-bank,

When 2’ the Carlisle bells were rung, -
And a thousand men, in horse and foot,

Came wi the keen Lord Scroope along.
Buccleuch has turned to Eden Water,

Even where it flowd frae bank to brim, 4

And he has plunged in wi a’ his band,
And safely swam tiem thro the stream.

He turned him on the other side,
And at Lord Scroope his glove flung he:
«J¢ ye like na my visit in merry England
In fair Scotland come visit me!”

«“He is either himsell a devil frae hell,
Or else his mother a witch maun be;

I wad no have ridden that wan water
For a’ the gowd in Christentie.”

AS WE ALL KNOW.

(Literary Digest.)

Mark Twain at a dinner at New York tali-
ed about the troubles of housekeepers at the
painting season. He said:

“If you are a housekeeper I don’'t need to
tell you that when a painter has taken up
the parlor carpet, removed the furniture from
the dining room, leaned two ladders against
the hall mantel and stacked a half dozen
variegated cans of paint on the sideboard it
means he is now ready to paint the outside
shutters and the back fence.”

It seems to be characteristic of the age we
live in that the love of ease and luxury shuts
the eyes to everything else.
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