This year la .' ’

:&;\ﬁﬁn‘:m or poth they

to be vacant. . - - | GRS

In many cases those having flats to
let_had - many calls them_ and in
one case it was aid seventy ap
plications had been received for a sin-
gle flat. Thed

Many landlords did not even take
the trouble to advertise but still they

D€ | were beseiged with requests for their

premises.
With the increased demand it was

"547 | natural that rents should advance. In

some extreme cases the rent asked
for 1914 was double that pald in 1918,
Still there is no chance, of ahy re-
maining vacant. 5
There is so far only one case on rec-
ord wherc the rent was reduced on a
tenant, The premises in question had

" month | been giving trouble during the winter
eve | 00 account of water pipes freezing and
trom | bursting, . For. thig reason the rent

|
|

od :dnrreduced until a turnu;g s install-

ol The demand for houses and flats in
the south end showed an increase
over last year on account of street car
men trying to locate near the new o
barns in Wentworth street. For this
reason it was sald that houses in the
north end were easier secured than

e | for seyeral years past. 5 )

The demand for ‘housgs has kept
well in advance of the supply and it is

g8 | believed ;that the coming summer will
g0|be the best in the history of St. John

om |{n respect to the number of dwellings

erected.
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Damage to Extent of $300|%%,"%

to Establishment  Owned

1| 1y W. H. Smith~Covered sz ¢

by Insurance.

A fire in the grocery store of W. H.

oon | Smith -gt-the corner of St. John and

Union streets, West'Side, last even-
ing, caused damage to the extent of

mb | several hundred dgllars, mostly from |ne

water. About a guarter to pine

vho|o'clock an alarm was rung in from

vn|box 117 and both companies on the

West Side responded. When the fire- | dPaR

meh arrived on the scene there was a
o-| considerable blaze in one corner of
d-| the store and volumes of smoke ‘'were
e | coming out of the doors and penetrat-| pe

ing into the flat above. Two streams |du

were quickly turned on and the blaze
was soon extinguisihed. RO
It is not knpwn definitely how the
fire originated, but in"the ¢orngr where
e | the fire occurred several large bundles
of matches had been stored,

h-1 Mr, Smith carried $1.5_00. insurance

wood,| on his stock, and it was said about

$300 will cover his loss. 2
Mhe bullding was owned by C. B.
. ., and the damage to

8] ol .

. R, A. Clark occupied the flat above
the atoré. His premises were not}o
burned, but a good deal of inconven-
ienc: was caused by the entrange of|©
smoke. |
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