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AN ABSURD CAMPAIGN.

Some of the newspapers iu the United States have

been working overtime in an effort to persuade both

themselves and their readers that there is an actual
backward flow of American farmers from the Canadian
‘West. “What's to become of the 15,000 disappointed
American farmers who within the past nine months
have forsaken the Canadian West and returned to their
native land?” asks the Syracuse Post-Standard.

The answer is that there are no 15,000 disappointed
American farmers who have packed up and left the
Canadian wheat fields. Not since the statement was
first made has there been evidence offered of a trek
southward, and the lie was given to the statement in
figures issued by the immigration department at Wash-
ington less than two weeks ago.

The absurdity of it all, as the London Free Press
points out, is easily apparent. These Awmerican farmers
came to Canada bécause there was free land, or land
almost free They have secured it and they see cony
ditions in the Dakotas, where land is high, far worse
this year than in any part of the Canadian West. It
is not likely, in the nature of things, that they will aban-
don a farm because the season hasn’'t been a bumper
one, They know from experience that every season
cannot be the best, in Canada or elsewhere,

The situation is explained, in part, by the boom
started in the United States for the South. To boom
the South, it has been found necessary to stem the real
tide of emigration, which is to the Canadian West. The
means does not matter as long as the end is achieved.
Listen to these as reasons why the trek back to the re-
public began again, according to the Syracuse Post-
Standard:—

“They don’t care for the Canadian form of gov-
ernment; they don’t like to have winter come on
in August or September; they prefer to farm
in some climate where more than alfalfa and hardy
grains can be raised.”

It is to be regretted that the Canadian form of gov-
ernment doesn’t appeal to these “men of energy and en-

terprise,” as they were properly termed. We must
admit that justice in Canada may not be quite as swift
as in some of the Southern States, towards which the

dissatisfied farmers are advised to head, but it must be
confessed that it is quite as sure, and there is not the
possibility in Canada of a man being strung to a tele-
graph wire or riddled with bullets, perhaps, after all not
the man really wanted. The Post-Standard man has
something still to learn about the weather of the Cana-
dian West when he speaks of winter in August and
September, and his knowledge is equally limited when
he concludes that growing alfalfa and hardy grains is the
sole occupation of the West.

The tirade is interesting as a sample of the methods
that suggest themselves for bolstering up courage in
the face of what is, after all, a serious drain on the re-
public. Canada experienced it all long enough to under-
stand, but when the shoe is on the other foot it pinches.

THE DECLINING BIRTH RATE IN GREAT BRITAIN.

Several points of interest were brought out during
a discussion on a paper on the social aspect of the
falling birth-rate by Dr. J. W. Ballantyne of Edinburgh,
at the recent meeting of the British Medical Association
in London. Dr. Ballantyne did not consider the ultimate
restoration of the normal birth-rate hopeless, although
the tide, he said, was still flowing in the other direction.
He deplored the fact that Tennyson’s “Torrent of Babies”
wada now reduced to a riverlet and pleaded for the saving
of more young lives by hospitals all over the country,
making special provision for maternity cases.

The vexed question of the fitness of the first-born
was taken up by Dr. J.- W. Hunter, He held that
the elder-born children of a family were more liable
to suffer from defective conditions than the younger
members. Whh the working classes that held good
up to and including the birth of the seventh child.
With the eighth-born, however, there was a sudden
sharp rise in the liability to *“defect,” and the type of
defect became more severe than that affecting phe
elder-born. ‘With stiil later children the liability to
defect steadily increased. The offspring of parents
who were themselves the elder-born members of a family
showed more defect than the offspring of parents who
were the younger members. This held good up to and
including an eighth-born parent. With the offspring of
& ninth-born parent, however, there was a marked rise
in defect. Dr. Hunter mentioned that somewhere about
twenty-four or twenty-five years of age a woman was
best fitted for motherhood, and that after twenty-five
the capacity to bear a vigorous first-born child rapidly
diminished In lusi he argued that the limit-
ation of the family to two or three children meant the
annihilation of the race,

Some of those who took part in the debate did not
regard the falling birth-rate as an unmixed evil. One

, |from having the opportunity to propagate |

class,

the poor it would be advantageous. When he looked
at the poor little wretches in some mean streets, not
one of whom would bless the Lord that he was born, he
thought there was a need for the limitation of the fam-
ilies of the very poor. If the population increased as
some of their sociologists hoped, how long would the

"|country be able to feed its population?

Miss Hanson held that the present generation was
more thoughtful. If a man and woman could not see
their way to provide for their family to go on in
the same way as themselves, they avoided marriage.
Women were engaged in increasing numbers in the
struggle for life and in increasing numbers they avoided
marriage because they did not know what kind of time
their daughters might have in the future,

Dr. Ethel Bentham reminded the conference that
if they wanted to have any influence on prospective
legislation they must advance proof for the statements
they made. She controverted the idea put forward in
the discussion that athletics had told against mother-
hood. In her experience she had found that the hardest-
worked women and the most muscularly-developed women
had been amongst the best mothers. They should be
certain of their facts before they blamed athletics.

THE PROTECTION OF TOBACCO.

The French government recently decided to levy
duty on every cigar brought into France, not except-
ing even those carried in the pockets of visiting tour-
ists, It was formerly permissible for a tourist to
bring ten cigars into the country duty free, In future
each cigar will pay toll to the extent of six cents
besides 100 per cent. on three ounces of tobacco and
upwards. While these provisions may appear as a
somewhat rigid enforcement of the customs duty and
a heavy protection against importation, yet as a matter
of fact the import duty In Canada, although not minutely
enforced, is considerably heavier, and, apparently, with
less reason.

In France the manufacture of tobacco and cigars
is a monopoly possessed by the government, and con-
sequently the revenue both from the manufacture and
sale, and also from the duty imposed on any import,
goes to the public revenues, and to that extent to
lower the taxes.

In Canada it is different. In the first place the manu-
facture of tobacco and cigars is carried on by private
firms or companies, and the profits therefrom are a pri-
vate perquisite. But the pretection that these firms
are accorded is in excess of what Franece imposes to
protect its own monopoly. For instance, an imported
cigar made from the best Havana tobacco can be pur-
chased in Belgium for $3 per hundred. Those cigars
brought into Canada have to pay $7.50 duty, or over
200 per cent. This would make the cost in Canada
over §10 a hundred. This is a tremendous amount of
protection to be accorded one industry, and it is little
wonder that tobacco manufacturers become rich.

Moreover, the quality of goods sold in this country
in the way of cigars, does not begin to equal that manu-
factured in Europe. Most of the so-called imported
cigars are manufactured by the American tobacco trust
either in the United States or in Cuba, for the American
and Canadian market, and are not to be compared in
quality with the Havana cigars which could be imported,
even under the 200 per cent. protection, and sold here
at a less price, But the retail dealer, who undertakes
to import Eurgpean cigars direct, soon discovers reasons
why he must discontinue the practice or confine him-
self exclusively to the sale of outside brands.

There does not seem to be any good reason why to-
bacco. and cigars in Canada should be so high in price,
especially when the public gets little or no benefit from
it.  The smokers have to burn their money, and the
non-smokers get no benefit from the burning. At the
same time there is no good reason why Havana cigars
of the finest flavor, that will burn for over an hour, can
be bought in Belgium for three cents, while a similar
cigar, but not nearly so good, costs twenty-five cents in
Canada.

Sl (et i

The annual report of the Canadian Forestry Asso-
clation for the current year has just been issued. In
addition to a report of the business meeting of the as-
sociation, a full report of the convention, held in Freder-
fcton in February last, is contained in the volume, All
papers read are given in full, and much of the ensuing
discussion as well. Much valuable information is con-
tained in regard to the protection of the forest from
fire, the wood pulp industry, the education of professional
foresters or forest engineers and many other aspects
of forestry of particular interest in this part of Can-
ada. Copies of the report can be obtained from Mr.
James Lawler, secretary of the association, Ottawa.

CURRENT COMMENT

(Ottawa Journal.)

Governor Tweedie of New Brunswick takes, for a
Maritime Province man, an unusual stand in declaring
himself as opposed to the proposed tunnel under North-
umberland Strait connecting the province of Prince Ed-
ward Island with the mainland. The proposed tunnel,
it is estimated, would cost anywhere from ten to twenty
million dollars, and its chief purpose would be to avoid
the annual hiatus in mail and transportation services,
caused by the broken ice in the Straits. But it begins
to look, seeing rapild progress is now being made in
aviation, that soon an airship will be invented that: will
do for the Island Province almost all that a tunnel would
do, namely keep open communication amd carry mails,
no matter what the condition of the ice might be. And
many airships, expensive as they are, could be buflt
for the price of a very short stretch of under-sea tunnel,

g

(London Free Press.)

The postal savings system in Canada would add to
its popularity if the red tape with which it is burdened
were removed. Why ghould & depositor be required to
wait four days and upwards to obtain his money follow-
Ing an application? It is not so in the savings banks
under private management. In the larger centres at
least it should be possible to give the same service to
depositors that may be obtained in any other savings
bank. J

(Portland Eastern Argus.)
Canada has a population of seven and a half millions,
according to the Canadian census estimates. At the
present rate of increase her population in a few years

on fareign countries for food supplies that an Increasing
population would be a danger. Dr. Powell, of Middles-
brough, did not mind the decline if it secured to the
country an efficient and desirable population, The
State isted of two cl those who paid and
those who got, and the latter was a remarkably 1 28

will be doubled Think what liberal trade relations
under reciprocity with these millions to the north of us,
would mean for New England, Maine and Portlapd?

(Victoria Colonist.)

ing class. They were told that these people were
by the State. They were not, they were sup-

other section of the State. That con-
knowledge, had welghed with the

Increased the lower they went in the scale of

natlonal boundary line, and on July 9, oats were growing
there 43 inches high. Canada’s farming belt grows
wider the more is learned about it.

(Vancouver World.) 5 ki
The fellow with money to burn is apt to scorch his

fingers. ;

-

Dr. Muir said that the falling birth-rate did not |
concern him in the slightest. In the large families of

Athabasea Landing is 400 miles north of the inter|

A dandelion in a meadow grew
Among the waving grass and cow-

slips yellow,
Dining on sunshine, breakfasting on

He was a right contented little fel-
low.

Each morn his golden head he lifted
straight,
To catch the first sweet breath of
coming days;
Each eve ning
eyves to wait
Until the long,
passed away.

closed his sleepy

dark night  had

One afternoon, in sad unquiet mood
I paused beside this tiny, bright-
taced flower,
And begged that he would tell me, if
he would
The. secret of his joy through sun
and shower.

He looked at me with open eyes, and
said:
“I know the sun is shining some-
where clear,
And when I cannot see him overhead
I try to be a little sun right here.”
~—From an old scrapbook.

600D STORIES

The member of Parliament of whom
some graft storles had been circulat-
ed was about to build a house.

“You will want a southern exposure
I suppose?” asked the architect,

“No, sir!" sald the man. “If you
can't build this house without any
exposure, I'll get another architect.”
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The most sanitary covering for

the floors muu‘irwiilfi o
 the bathroom as well as the best in appearance is of Tile:

Wo carry a coniploto line of Bathroom and other Tiles -
and will be glad to submit samples and prices on request.

EMERSON & FISHER, Limited, 25 Germain Str

Street

Straps, $6.50 up.

Ferguson
5 Diamond Importers and Jewelers, -

Wrist Watches

(Spring Link and Mesh) from $30.00 to $80.00. Also gold wateh and
leather strap $18.00 to $30.00. Silver and Gun Metal

with Leather

& Page,

41 KING STREET

Overworked
Eyes

How many hours per day
do you use your eyes?

check — k
With
cooking is gone.

PHILLIP GRANNAN,

Do they get any rest, or
are they continuously used
(or abused) during your
working hours?

- - EMPIRE RICHMOND - -

as large oven with damper that controls both fire and oven,
his damper le simple, having marked position — bake —

indle.
“RICHMOND” conveniences half  the trouble of

- = 568 Main St

R AT 2
Your body would break

down if you worked its
muscles in the same way
and for the same hours.

The muscles of your eyes
are far more delicate than
those of your body.

JUST RECEIVED

We make glasses to sup-
ply just the help your eyes
need to build up and to con-
serve their power. You

ALL NEW YORK IS SINGING
“THE CUBANOLA GLIDE”

Columbia Records

IN THE FAMOUS

may not need to wear them

MARITIME PHONOGRAPH CO.

all the time—it may be
enough to wear them when
reading, writing or sewing;
but if your eyes do need
help, it's worse than fool-
ishness to delay. L ]

Let us advise you as tofl| e @
your eye-needs.

L. L Sharpe & Son,

21 KING STREET,

SHOULD

St. John, N. B., for Sketches and
Bevelied,

ice al,
or Shaped hlrro'r'- J all kinds.

Tailors, Milliners, Dressmakers

AND ALL THOSE WHO USE

MIRRORS -

WRITE TO

MURRAY & GREGORY, Limited

on Cheval, Triple, Plain,

8T. JOHN, N. B

BUY NOW.

“When you go in to ask father for
my hand, Clarence, be sure and put
your best foot faremost.

The Young Man—Eryes; but sup-
pose he does, too?
JOSH WISE SAYS:

It is the ambition of most men to
have a house of their own, and to have

one room to themselves.

Maud—What is woman's sphere?
Jack—That her hat isn’t on straight

Hub—You think too much of dress.

Wife—I don’t think much of this
one, so I shall go at once and order
another,

“Did you ever notice how a ring is
like the marriage obligation?”

“No. How do you mean?”

“A ring is more easlly put on than
it is taken off.”

She—How much do you love me?

He—How much! Why, I couldn't
love you any more if every one of
your freckles was a $20 gold piece.

“Who was it kissed you in the arbor
last evening?”

“What time?” (Simplicissimus.

“Our landiady is & woman who
never minces matters.”

“How can you say that, when we
have hash three times a week?”
“Come into the garden, Maud,”

But Maud was much too wise.
“Oh, no,” said she, “the corn has ears
And the potatoes eyes.”

JAPAN-KOREA UNION
AN ACEOMPLISHED FACT

Tokio, Aug. 24.—The text of the
couvention under which the “Hermit
Kingdom" is annexed to Japan was
communicated at eleven o'clock this
morning to the representatives of
the powers.

The document which, according to
now established facts, was signed
August 22nd, will be effective when
officially promulgated. This will oc-
cur according to some of the minis-
ters, August 29th, or August 30th,
when the independent existence of
the little kingdom, the struggle for
whose control started the Russo-Jap-
anese war, will cease.

DODD'S

KIDNEY

PILLS

QUITE A TREAT
A nice apple ple. *New Brunswick

apples arg now coming in, they make
nice pie and sauce, Order from

CHARLES A. CLARKE’S,

Phone 803. 18 Charlotte Street.

Adaptable for

‘Phone Main 1172 .. .. .0 .0 o0 40 oo

CANADIAN COAL

'$4.25 Per TON of 2,000 Ibs.
$3.10 Per LOAD of 1,400 Ibs.

For immediate Jdelivery in City Proper.

SAVE $1.00 PER TON

CANADA’S BEST COAL “sALMON AsH*

all purposes.
) Credit by arrangement,

. 0. D, or
Cash With Order...

** s 22 44 4s e .. P. O, Box 18

CORPORATION.

There was no_ inquiry made as to the
cause; but in the following summer,
after a good deal of agitation, work
was resumed on a new structure; and
80 wretchedly was this work done
that when the Hazen government
came in they were compelled to meet
the public requirements, to undo what
had been done, and practically to re-
build. That bridge, as rebuilt, stands
today as a monument of honest work,
a credit to the public works depart-
ment of the Hazen government, An
illustration of the old bridge would
be in line with the Telegraph’s cam-
paign.

We repeat what we have said on
two or three occasions, that it will
take a few years yet to fully repair
the damages and destruction to the
public of province of

twenty and dis-

THE TELEGAAPH
IND THE AOADS

Plan of Pictures of Roads and
Bridges Adopted by Dredg-
ers’ Organ Shows Rotten-
ness of Old Government.

'

(Fredericton Gieaner.)
The St. John Telegraph in its ef-

ROBT. MAXWELL,

Mason and Builder, Valuator
and Appraiser.

Brick, Lime, Stone,
Tile, and Plaster
Worker.

Geveral Jobding Prompuly and N
catly

Office 18 Sydney Stress
fes. 855 Dmionm me Tt sem

forts to make political capital, has
been telling its readers from day to
day and week to week that the high-
ways and bridges of the province are

honorable government of Premier Ha-
|zen’s predecessors. The old govern-
ment left us with dilapidated roads

and bridges, a’'depleted treasury, and
consequently difficult problems to
|solve. That the work since has been
well done is the very general opinion.
|As a correspondent has written, “con-
| sidering our limited revenue, which
would have been much greater today
had the' formér governments been
honest, the Hazen government has al-
ready done wonders in improving our
roads and. rebuilding our bridges; it
ig fortunate for the province that they
came into power when they did.”
B::t the Teleg‘ra;:h should continue its
g illustrations of the conditions in which
litic; th, w ) 9
::’uptldiatly ';‘:“ s pl:;“z:d::yh::"nkgf}tlw old government left things. They
The Telegraph has had resort to the will be interesting reminders to a peo-
printing of some pictures of defect. ple already confirmed in their wis-
tive bridges in the province, hoping 90m in bringing about the change of
thereby to yet make good its ‘,lalm}govemmeul which took place as a re-
that the highway boards and the Sult of the election of March 3rd, 1808,
Hazen government are responsible! 5 ST
for the bad shape into which some of | INTERNATIONAL PEACE.
the bridges have fallen. But, unfor-| ST
tunately for the Telegraph, in its l“tlFinal Session of Conference at Stock-
resort for evidence and argument, it| holm Discuss Egyptian Problems—
Is presenting the views of bridges| Next meeting in Rome.
just as they were left by the old gov-| R
ernment as the result of indifference| Stockholm, Aug. 24,—The final meet-
and graft. They are the work of theIng of the international peace confer-
tricksters who boodled with the road |ence has been held. A request was
and the bridge moneys under the Made by Mohammed Tarid Bey that
government which the Telegraph sup- the conference should express its sym-
ported. When the Hazen government | Pathy with the nationalist cause in
came into power they found hundreds Kgypt, and that the Egyptian question
of bridges in this province in just| Should be included in the programme
such shape--some of them in a much |of the next conference. It was decid-
more dilapidated conditipn—as those | ed, however, that the question should
which the Telegraph is now present-| be left to the peace bureau at Berne.
ing in a picture form; and if our eon-| The next peace conference is to be
temporary will continue its illustra- held in Rome next year.

tions, extending them to the whole "
province, it will the more readily im- CHICAGO WHEAT MARKET.
Chicago, August 24.—Wheat was

press people with the immeasurable

rottenness of the administrations of| weak today and olosed from 84 to 1

which it was an ardent supporter, 14 off; Corn closed quarter to 58
We would suggest as one illustra- down after dragging all day, while

tion the Patterson Gulch bridge, in|oats kept in a narrow range and fin-

Kingsclear; that is, the picture of

that work as left by the old ern-

in wretched condition under the Ha-
zen government, In this it has been
met by the testimony of even its po-
litical friends, as well as by the evi-
dence of many non-partizan men of
note who speak from personal experi-
ence, who say that the Telegraph is
absolutely wrong and absurd in the
position it takes; that the roads,
speaking generally, are in excellent
condition, the best they have ever
known them to be in. Worried by
the promptness and decisiveness of
the answers of the men of its own

folt the weakness of grains and fell

ished weak 1-8.to 3-8 off. Provisions | te

ment. That bridge was bu'lit. n one

symmer, and wiped out

off rally, closing from 2 1-2 to 22 | be
umvm. % EheAry $

Our New Catalogue
is ready for dis-
tribution. Send
name and ad-
dress for a

copy.

8. Kerr,

ESTATE GEO. W. HOBEN.

Notice is hereby given that admin-
Istration of the goods, chattels and
personal effects of the sald Geo, W.
Hoben has been granted this day to
the undersigned administrators. All
persons having claims against the es-
tate are required to flle same duly at-
tested to with the undersigned solici-
tor within one month from the date
hereof, and all persons indebted to
the estate are required to settle same
with sald solicitor immediately.

F. Hi N,
HENRY A, ESTABROOKS,
LEANDER ESTABROOKS,

Administrators.
H. H, Pickett,
Solicitor.
—

CHINA NOT READY.

Peking, August 24,—~An inquiry has
been recelved from the United States
government by China, asking whether
the Chinese were prepared to send
representatives to attend an iuterna-
tional conference au the opilum ques-
tion to be held at The Hague in Sep

mber. The Chinese government
stated in reply tbat they would not

ready for the conference wuntil

November. 3
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