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THE TELEPHONE CONTROVERSY.

The in answer to

the findings of the Board of Trade,

telephone company's statement

Friday and given to the public through

the board on .

the papers on Saturday. In some respects the com-

pany’s statement amounts to a straight contradiction of
ssertfons made in the report. In others the reply is
The

recommendations,

Jess direct. company  does not deal with the

claiming that they assume a condi-

tion of affairs that does not exist.

On the last point the company’s countention is not
conclusive. Whether the charges are excessive or not
it is certain that a large number of subscribers and
citizens believe them to be so. That condition may be
given as a justification for the proposition to call in
the courts to determine such questions. The Dominion
has given a court of commissioners power to
The

ilmost as much & public necess-

parliament

regulate freight and passenger rates on railways.

telephone has come to be

jty as a railway, and it is the closer monopoly of the

two. The commn jon was not established because any

particular overchar were proved. Rather it was felt
this

tion was estended to other public utilities besides rail-

when court was created, and when Its jurisdic

ways, that the nature of the public services themselves,
and the fact that they could not be governed by the
ordinary laws of competition, called for some form of
judicial regulating power. So it the in

comps were

this case able to show that no oppressive charge had
be

should

been made, it might still trye that the right

appeal to the courts exist Already

how a contusing controversy arise
public will fail to get
the case. It is one of the functions of a judge and a
court to imvestigate and on such diﬂ-f
puted matters, }

On the question of rentals elsewhere the Board of |
Trade committee accepted a list 120 and
cities in the United States where a competitive system
had been installed and said that in every case the mtvs;
were lower than those in St. John before the raise. |
'he company’s reply is that the j amentary report
from which these figures are taken gives figures no|
later than 1904, Then mentions Hmw)
cities out of the 130, in which the rates have since been
incremsed and one other in which the rentals was already
higher than those of St. John. These four cities are
Cleveland, St. Louis, St. Paul (and Minneapolis) :And‘[
Toledo, the smallest with. 6000 'phones, and thus some |
of them in the same class with St. John. One would |
like to hear what the company had to say with respect
to the thirty or forty cities and towns out of 130 which
could best be compared with this city,
pany g
LY
sa

may

a clear view of the merits of

pass judgment
J

of towns

the company

Then the com-
a list of four Canadian cities of 40,000 to
00 population in which the
e the present charge

business rental is the
in John, Two of

as

St.

these, London and Ottawa, have a residence rate of $20

while the others, Hamilton and Halifax, pay $30 as St.
Jobn is now asked to do. Ottawa has today about
double the population of St. John, and Mr. Carvell stated
in the House last session that there were 7,000 'phones
in the city, The comparison made by the company is
entitled to greater weight than the Board of Trade com-
mittee seems to have given it, but it will be remembered
that the rates are all made by monopolies,

The controversy as to the real amount of capital
jnvested in telephone operations is somewhat involved.
Neither the company nor the committee has undertaken
1o give either the exact cost or the present value of the
plant, To prove that there is no over-capitalization, the
company shows that its capital Is less in proportion
to the number of ’phones than that of Cleveland or St.
Paul, the figures from New Brunswick covering the whole
province, A comparison of a provincial system with
that of large cities having about the same number of
‘phones is not instructive, especially when one does not
know whether the stock in the selected cases has been
diluted, and how much of it is represénted by the fran-
chises. There is no question that the stock of the New
Brunswick company is swelled by stock dividends. The
company in its reply states that these dividends were
paid In stock instead of cash, and that there were as-
sets to represent them. But it seems -undisputed that
the company was paying eight per cent. cash dividends
besides these bonuses down to the time of the merger, so
that the profits must then have been very large. It
has not yet been made clear how they have since be-
come so much less.  The natural conclusion is that if the
first New Brunswick Company had made the same al-
Jowance for depreciation that is mnow properly con-
sidered necessary, the surplus over the cash dividend

wonld have been used for that purpose. It requires|laborers. They have made much progress. e S SE e B A MoArthur, m o'lu'l;r-:: e;:.& ha'}d n:n ‘«hofl f:l':lf‘t visiting friends in Truro, N. 8. re-
Something over $10,000 a year to pay six per cent. divi.|  Mr. Borden and his party have stood for Tmperial|of J. A. McArthur & Co, who Is ajofficers were :  President, R. ‘“r,"'.': Hope I:”"fc’:::. & Chiidi
_ deénds on $172,000 of stock thus sald to be distributed. |preference. They have converted the g t to]bustler. Armstrong; 1st VicePresident, R.|gration, is the guest of relatives here
This' would seem 1o be considerably more than will be|a profession of belief in that doctrine. Ry ud—’hf "hwt“’m;“:‘,‘:g X ﬂw- wm““‘- E.|this week.
¥ C. ; Bec. . N. Vroom. & SR
M—hd in St. John by the increased rate. Mr. Borden and his party demanded the establish-|opened up as the organization of the ‘members of executive: R. =}
™ & great many, perhaps a majority of |ment of a system of national ports. This movement ig|Jordan, Marlow _ Copper Co. was|T. ; C. E. Everett, HIBERNIA.
is .
present stockholders of the company, did not get|making progress. u%on the M.t”lf'lp:t.n'r:e direct- %‘; “ ; John Webber, St —_—
o id, R Mg s gt v i P R DI GG T | %), g g e Ll L B e B Pt 20—The weather
Sussex, president; W. B. Jonah, Sus-|W. Wooster, Grand Manan. past been
one hundred per cent. in cash, If these find them- |attempt to obtain control of the Mani and Bri sex, vice-presid it ;E. A. Charters,| Resolved this ukuw:h’ 2 doing ¢
in the position that their investment would not|Cofumbia voters' lists, and d the i : w'-“ 1 busi- enact
¢ six per cent. without an increase|  As sgainst this it must be admitted that the Con-|3**pofkine, Sa 23 Taraer, Bueva;
arise. - The first i e A ‘Salisbury; A. N. Charters,
The is, what should | servative ocacy of mmmmam SButherland of
The second is, what shonld |non-political management of the Intercolonial, and sev- Ont. A. N. Charters was
Each 1 trustee of the company’s

we see|

in which the

~ THE BUDGET CONDEM

¢ b
At the olose of last week, 520 of the 670 memibers.

of the mext British parliament hadl been elocted:
these elections 17 were not us yet reportéd, leaving 167
vet to be heard from. Liberals, Home Rulers, and Labor

bers together bered ¢7 more than the Conser-
vatives. But 67 was the eéxact number of Home Rulers
elected.  The Conservatives elected were 218, which

is the number of Liberal and Labor members,

Of the 167 seats yet to be reported more than half
are English counties. The borough elections in the
whole United Kingdam are practically concluded.  Not
more than fifteen Nationalists remain to be elected. It
{8 on the whole improbable that the government will
make any net gain this week.

The budget is condemned. This is not a strong
saying when it is remembered that the Nationalist
members have never voted in favor of that nieasure.
Nearly all of them voted against the bill on the second
reading, and on the third they refused to vote at all.
With a Nationalist contingent of 82 members voting
against the budget in the next parliament, it would bhe
puried beneath an enormous majority, Unless the re.
|maining elections give Mr. Asquith large and unexpected
gains, he cannot carry his budget if the Home Rule
members abstain from voting. The only way that it
can be carried is by the active support ofMr, Redmond
and his following. It is well known that these mem-
bers hate the budget as much as ever, though for the
sake of Home Rule they may be induced to vote for a
revenue bill which they hate. In the meantime as they
have opposed the measure ahd have never voted for
it, it is fair to count them as against the budget. But
it we do not count them either way, the budget is
defeated.

PREMATURE BOASTING.

There is a legend that Bonaparte, on the eve of

was submitted to|his proposed invasion of England, had some medals pre-

pared with an inscription setting forth that they were
struck at London. These goods were among the spoils
captured by the British, whose commander added & fur-
ther inscription: “Don’t holler ’till you're out of the
“wood." It among the archives of the nation one of
{hese medals can be found, it should be pinned on the
of David

cellor of the Exchequer. The reminder is a littlé late

throbbing breast Hon. Lloyd-@eorge, Chan-

for the present campaign, but it may be a forewarning
for the next, in case he shall be entrusted with a con-
spleuous position in another fight. “We set a trap for
“the Lords and they fell into it,” is one of the things
which as Punch used to report “had better been left
unsaid. It was the premature boast of a hunter who
had not yet secured his game. Besides it was a sort
official announcement that the budget was not a
revenue measure, or am enterprise of serious statesman-
ship, but part of a strategic campaign against one
branch of the Imperial parliament. If the budget really
was nothing more or better than a trap for the Lords, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer should at least have made
sure that it was a good and trap before
he made his vaunting confession. A countryman of
Mr. Lloyd-George, introduced to the world by Shakes-
|peare, made an example of a boaster and bully who
{talked much, too loud, and too soon. Fluellen
lcaused this ranter to eat the leek. It will be a pity
lit the most eminent Welsh statesman of the present
Id;.«_\' shall have prepared one for himself to eat.

of

successful

too

s ADDRESSING THE WRONG PARTY.

Mr. Borden and the Conservative party receive cur
'puus advice from the St. John Sun. This Liberal jour-
|nal advises the Conservative party at Ottawa to declare
for a new tariff policy and to attack the doctrine of pro-
tection. In this way only the Sun sees a chance for
Mr. Borden to reach the treasury benches.

The reason given for this change of policy is not

snflicient. The policy of tariff protection to Canadian
industries was introduced by the Conservative party.
The policy has worked so well that the Liberal party,
whi¢h out of office demounced protection, has in. office
retained it. But if the Liberals have broken thelr
pledges and adopted the policy of their opponents that
is not a sufficient reason why the Conservatives should
condemn their own system. If office could be obtained
that way it would not justify an act of treason.
If the Sun does not like protection why does it
appeal to the Conservative party to abolish protection.
The Sun’s party is in office with power to act, and this
is the party. pledge to abolish protection. Mr. Borden
is pledged to maintain it. One would say that the cry
of the Sun against protection would go better to its own
triends in power who have promised to destroy the
system than to its opponents who are out of power and
who are protectionists.

SOME THINGS ACCOMPLISHED.

When a government journal observes that Mr. Bor-
den and the Conservative party in federal affairs are
not accomplishing much, it may be worth while to
recall a few things.

Mr. Borden and his party advocated elvil service
reform and appointments by a commission. They were
voted down, but the civil service commission has been
established and the system applied to part of the ser-
vice.,

Mr. Borden and his party advocated free rural mail
delivery. The proposal was condemned by the post-
master general and then introduced.

Mr. Borden and his party advocated the extension
of the railway commission to take in telegraphs and
telephones. That change has been made.

Mr. Borden and the Conservative party advocated
Canadian assistance to Imperial naval defence. Thelr
view has partially prevailed.

Mr. Borden and his party advocated certain reforms
in the election law. They got some of them,

Mr. Borden and his friends demanded the cancella-
tion of the North Atlantic Immigration contract. They
forced the government to cancel it

Mr. Borden and his party forced the investigation
of the Marine Department, and we know what followed.
Mr. Borden and his party advocated better conserva-

tion of national resources. ‘The government has ap-
pointed a conservation and d two
or three standing ¢ ittees of the C to deal

with such matters.
Mr. Borden and his party have insisted on closer
ingpection of immigrants, and the exclusion of Asiatic
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31K GANDIDATES
FOR SCHOLARSHIP

Mount Allison Has Six Grad-
uates Who Will Try for the
Rhodes Scholarship--- Sack-
yille News Notes.

Sackville, Jan. 21.—A small fire oc-
curred in one of the bedrooms of
Mrs. Willlam Seman's house on York
street on Friday afterncon. No seri-
ous damage had been done before the
fire was put out.

There are six candidates for the
Rhodes scholarship for N. B. in the
fleld . They are Mes Lloyd
Dixon, M. A., of Sackville; Howard

W. Outerbridge, M. A., of Kentville;
Geo. S. Patterson, B. A, of Moncton;
C. A. Oulton, B. A, of Lorneville N.
8.; R. C. McCully, B. A, of Bathurst
and Albert Knight of Bayfield.

Play for the Borden Curling Medal
has been going on this week. Skip
F. Ford skip F. Turner and skip F.
Teare are the only ones left in the
running. The Fredericton curlers are
here today to play four home teams
but owing to the sultry day they were
unable to play and are expected to
leave early tomorrow morning

The new officers of Myrtle Lodge,
No. 71, I. O. F. were installed last
Friday night by Mr. Harry Davis of
Amherst, the district deputy.
Mr. T. M. Tweedie, B. A, '02 visit-
ed Sackville last week on his way
from a visit to Nova Scotia to his
home in Calgary, Alta,

The Port Elgin hockeyists tied the
Sackville Bankers in a game in Port
Elgin on Saturday. The score was
6 to 6.

The Mount Allison Y. W.
held a very enjoyable skating
in Copp's Rink last Friday.
was furnished by the Citizens
The annual meeting of the
Cemetery Co., was held last
when the following directors were
elected: Dr. Allison, president; Mr.
J. F. Allison, secretary and superin-
tendent; Messrs. Josiah Wood, Mayor
Pickard, G. E. Ford.

The pulpits of the three churches
were occupled by strangers last Sun-
day. Rev. Albert Moore, secretary
of the Lord's Day Alliance, preached
in the Methodist church in the morn-
ing and the Presbyterian in the
evening. Rev. Mr. Alton occupied
the pulpit in the Baptist church at
both services.

The Academy students are giving
a skating party on Friday at Copp's
Rink.

Mrs. Wm. 8. Teed gave a birthday
party for her daughter last week.
Rev. Allen Adams, 13, returned to
the University yesterday after under-
going an operation in St.John.

Mr. J. B. Roberts, B. A, ’06, has
lately been admitted to the Alberta
bar.

Mrs. C. B. Dickie gave an enjoyable
thimble party Friday afternoon.

C. A
party
Music
Band.
Rural
week

Among those present were: Mrs.
Scott, Mrs..Alex. Ford, Mrs. E. M.
Copp, Mrs. Manson, Mrs. James
Reid, Mrs. C. W. Cahill, Mrs. A. H.

MecCready, Mrs. Sprague, Mrs Lucas,

Mrs. Woodworth, Mrs. F. Avard,
Mrs. C. C. Avard, Mrs. Borden, Mrs.
Lardells, Mrs. H. E. Bowser, Miss
Effie Johnson.

Mr. C. H. Read of Port Elgin, was
in St. John Monday.

Senator Wood has returned to Ot-
tawa upon the resuming of session.
Miss Hazel Tait has returned fo
Mount Allison after & vacation spent
at her home in Shediac.

PR
SUSSEX.

Sussex, Jan. 20—The last rain
storm has about done for the sleigh-
ing; waggons are much in evidence.
The many friends of Mr. John Ross
who has been seriously ill for some
weeks past will be glad to hear that
he is considerable better.

it is understood Geo. H. White,
Hsq., is contemplating a trip to Cali-
1 and will leave for there prob-
y next week.

The movements in relation to the

strong pushing of the Acme Steel
Ladder Co. which has been taken in
hand for Canada and the United

States bids fair to be a reform propo-
sition. It is understood S. H. White,
Esq., is largely interested. The
management of the business will be

sAfter the Holidays’
“We are now MARKING TIME,
especlally ‘on watches, clocks and

Jewelry,” that | am

DOWN to almost cost prices,
they must go to make room for|

other lines soon com

A SPLENDID LINEOF

GENTS’ WATCHES
of most reliable makes, in SOLID|
GOLD, GOLD FILLED, Silver and

GUN METAL cases.

A fine assortment
latest styles Munting,
aline Cases and

where.

Call and see goods and get prices.

Special personal attention given
to all repair work on the premises
and satisfaction guaranteed.

\y. Irgmain Gard,

also
Watches now so popular

MARKING
and

HAVE YOU TRIED THEM?

Barnes & Co’s., Special Pens

They excel all others in smoothness and durabilty.

BARNES & CO., Ltd., - Stationers and Printers,

84 Prince William Street, « - - = = - ST. JOHN,N. B.

~_ News

. Burned to Death.

Moosejaw, Sask., Jan. 22.—1
mains of Martin Rach, amid
ruins of his lonely shack, out
homestead were all that re
when Rach’s brother went to vi
today. Evidently Rach had pi
while asleep. How the fire ori
4s not known.

Gets Damages.

Toronto, Jan. 22.—Mrs. J. J
widow of the superannuated Me

of Ladies'
Open Chat-
Wristlet

every-

HIGH-
CLASS

EDGECOMBE & CHAISSON,
TAILORS

Importers of High-Grade Cloths for Gentlemen's Wear.

104 KNG STREET

TRINITY  BLOCK,

minister, who was killed by
struck by a street car on De
8th, 1908, yesterday got $1500 d
against the company from a |
the ground that the motorman
car did not exercise proper (

To Wed Tomorrow.

Fredericton, Jan, 22,—A hay
ty will leave here on Monda)
ing for Boston, where the
will take place on Tuesday ¢
Faye Alken, of this eity and
Howes, of St. John, Mr| Hov
his bride are to be accompa

ler and Optici

NO. 77 CHARLOTTE STREET,

is very

ed later.

19 baptisms.

early spring. The ore is a chalocite
|or sulphide of copper carrying silver
and is valuable, the ;vein being fully
eight feet in width,

PSS Y
CENTERVILLE.

Centerville, Jan. 21.—Notices have
been posted calling for a meeting of
the citizens of Centervlle and vicin-
ity to reorganize the Board of Trade
and put it on
After being organized probably
public meeting will be held to discuss
live issues—St. John Valley Railway,
telephone rates and
People here are very much interested
in these affairs.
Rev. R. W. Ferguson has been given
leave of absence
time, owing to ill health.

for

stand he has gone to Cape Breton.
William Cogswell, an aged resident,
with pneumonia, but
reported some better at time of writ
ing. Dr. Peppers is in attendance,
The Bridge Whist Club spent an
enjoyable evening Wednesday at the
home of Mr. Amos Downey.

A party of the Bachelor Maids of
Centerville intend having a moon-
light drive and oyster supper tonight
at Day's Hotel,

in

The young

Mr. Albert Simonson

Douglas, Arizona, to visit his son.

R. W. Balloch, collector of customs
has been confined to the house for a
few days with a severe cold.

The scholars of the village school
are preparing for an entertaihment
to be given at a date to be announc-
QOur school is being suc-
cessfully taught by Miss McLeod and
Miss Balloch.

MONCTON.

evening when encouraging reports on
the finances and work of the past year
were submitted. The total contribu-
tions of the congregation during the
year amounted to $7,706.51 of which
$5,700.90 were for ordinary purposes,
and $2,005.60
church.
crease of $1,487.13 over last year, and
as the running expences were only
$4,561.91, there
surplus.

for
These figures

was

and
260.

ST. ANDREWS.

St. Andrews, N. B,

A meeting of the Charlotte County

i commence " the|

dine market in

Canada,

the utilization of waste fish matter.

Sec.-Treas, was requested to ob-
tain Information to obtalning a sar-
Addresses

Boston by Miss Blizabeth Aik

a permanent

other

basis,
a

matters.

were made by Armstrong, Vroom,
Everett E. A. McNeill, Grimmer and
others,

The County Council met Tuesday
morning in the Court House. Those
present representing the different
parishes were:-—St. Andrews, G. K.
Greenlaw, J. L. Grimmer; St. James,
John C. McLeod, Frank Moore; St.
David’s, Howard Beach, Henry Wil-
son;; St. Patrick, James McMillin,
John W. Stevenson; St. Croix, Thos.
Blakeney, David Johnson; St. George,
Walter Maxwell, Bismark Dick; Pen-
field, George W. McKay, A. B. Hawk-
ing; Dunbarton, C. D. Goodelle, Chas.
B. McCann; Clarendon, John Bryson,
John W, Secott; Dufferin, Thomas
Hannah, Harry H. Brown; Lepreaux,
T. W. Stinson, R. M. Mawheeny;

RINGS

For Christmas Gifts

A handsome ring is always
an acceptable gift for a lady
and a diamond ring is natural-
1y the one most to be desired.
Our stock includes no poor col-
or, badly flawed stones. We buy
only the better grades of fine
white stones.

Solitaire Diamonds, $20, $25,

$30, $40, $45,

$50, $55, $60. All

fine white stones very brilliant.

Others up to
Diamond ‘and Ri

$300.

ubfes.$18 to $457

Diamonds and Pearls. 16/to 50
Diamonds and Emer-

Florenceville.

people enjoyed them-
selves immensly at the dancing class
in Sherwood's Opera House Tuesday
night.

‘The total indebtedness
the church is now only $4,639.72,
sides which the Monctofi' has a guar-
antee of a mortgage of $1,000 on the
Humphrey church which has
paid off out of the surplus.
posed to wipe out all the remaining
debt of the Moncton congregation by
special contributions within the next
two ‘years. The Moncton church is
one of the largest in the
Provinces, having a membership en-
roliment of 892. Of these 28 were
added during 1909,.and there were
During last year there
were seven deaths in the congrega-
tion, and seven removals. The two
Sunday schools in the city have an
enrolment of 422,
attendance of
raised last year in
schools,

) “f”‘“""‘l'f“‘] West Isles, James Ward, C. A. Mc- SIS e e
© under-| najj;  Campobello, James Calder, Diamonds and Sap-
John Matthews; Grand Mannan, W. phires. . . . . 16to 42

is

ty were represented:
Charles A. Everett;
Watt Grimmer; St.
Greerson; Milltown,
Allister. John C.
Parish of St. James

H

and councillors.

has gone to

thaw.

here,
selling his stock.
west.

intends moving west
date.

vesterday’'s train.
Counterfeit American

S —————
been
It is pro-

Dalhousie’'s best young
Maritime

brother and two sisters.

Reed of Point LaNim,

an average|on Tuesday morning.
$611.52 was
the Sunday

mourn their loss.

exchanged pulpits with

Jam. 21 —

St.
St.

McLeod

at

N. McLean, C. B. Harvey.
The incorporated town of the coun-
Andrews,
Stephen,
Mr.
Mec-
the
elected
Warden of the County for two years
according to the new by-law realting| =
to that matter of election of warden

George,
arrison

of
was

FLORENCEVILLE.

Florenceville, Jan. 20.—We are en-
joying some nice weather since the

E. M. Gilland, hardware merchant,
has sold his property
He inteuds going

and

Mr. Nicholson, our prominent meat
merchant, has sold his property and
early

an

Mrs. Tuttle, wife of Principle Tut-

home for a couple of weeks vacation.
Mrs. Harry Styles, who spent a few
days at Hartland, returned home by

50¢.

of 1860 are in circulation here, aud

a very good price, $10 per ton.
Potatoes are slow at 60c. a barrel.

DALHOUSIE.

Dalhousie, Jan. 20.—Yesterday the
remains of Henry Wilson,

men,

The funeral of the late Mrs, Robert
held
from her late residence at that place

was

respected lady, and leaves a large
number of relatives and friends 1o

Rev. J. M. McLeod, of New Mllll:

Rev. J.

Kirk last Sunday evening.
Minnie Jamieson, who has been

is

pieces

one of
were
laid to rest in New Mill's cemetery.
The deceased was twenty-nine years
old, of a noble character and amicable

disposition, leaving a mother, one

Let us show you these rings.

L.L.Sharpe & Son,

21 King Street, 8t John, N. B.

will act as bridesmald for he
Settiement Reached.

e
New York, Jan. 22.—Settlen

finally been reached regard
i Hankow Szechuen Chinese
|

|

! 16an of $30,000,000, it is rep

| & banking circles today, and tl
ment of bonds will be annov
the near future. England, Frai
many and the United States i
‘to share a one-quarter interes
£00,000 of the loan.

Successful Carnival.
Chatham, N. B., Jan. 22.-—(
people attended the first cal
the season held in the skat
i 1ast evening, under the auspic
o Chatham skating rink. Ne

/ were in costume and the carr

o ¥ the most successful ever hel
North.Shore, erowds coming
points up and down the riv

] More Than He Bargined
Winnipeg, Jan. 22.—John
who gave himself up to the
few days ago in Fort Williar
. to get the winter in jail, was
1 ed here yesterday to three
i B . the charge of burglary with
3 in Winnipeg last summer,
whom he knocked down with
pin has never recovered fro

fects of the blow.

ﬁ
Just a little

Over the

Price of a Pgstage
Stamp.

Sc. a day In fact will keep your
clothes cleaned and pressed for
a month. Investigate this

WILBUR & WATTERS.

Coal Discovered.

Port Arthur, Ont., Jan. 2
ment aroused by the disco
small vein of anthracite c
the city by an excavation ga

| A ago was heightened yesterd:
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