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The Two Rests.
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Hewl . o 0 take thine euse," Luke 12 1 19

"1 will give you rest yo shall flud rest uste
FOUR souln ' Matt, 11 1 o, %9,

The first of thess clauses in what ihe riok fool sid Vo
Bla soul | the seoand and third are what Joswa sald 1o the
Iabaring and heavy laden-that is, 1o all the workl, Now,
I do not HWike taking suippets of the Rible for my texta,
bt 1 have ilons 80 siow, for the sake-of bringing owt the
remarkable verbal connoction betwés@ these thiee say-
ings.  The ward rendersd i the fast of thew, " Take
thine sase," is the same ws is employed by Christ in the
soond, which s there tmuslated, "1 wilt wive reat."
OF gowrse, the thind of them ‘containe agaln the swme
exprossion ' rest. "' We should see the connsotion more
oloarly It we read 'Houl fake Uhy rost " or,
" rent Uhyself ' and then we should undersiand that, by
bringing them together, we'vet fage 10 face the two ways
of attainlong repose—the rich fool's which is the current
wity of the world, and Chelst's, which s the ouly way
that reaches the gual

There i & further remark 10 be wade.  Our Lord's
repetition of the prowise of rest, {0 the swoond and (hind
of our clawses, bs profoundly signifioant. He distinguishes
twi aots of ours, ''eoming ' 1o W, and *taking s
yohe upon us."' They are conneeted, but they are not the
same,  He also distinguishion two kinds of rest, cone-
uent respoctively upon these two acts | and they are not
the same, as is hinted by the varlation in the form of the
promise which, in the one casi, 16 ' 1 will give," and in
the ather, ' ye shall find." It would: appear an if there
were a distinetion intended, the usture of which way
appesr preseutly, but fn the meantime 1 simply draw
altention tothe Bet of the separation here in our Lord's
words, which leada we up to the consideration that in
these three fragments we have three poluts brought
before us | the vain search after rest ;- the rest of coming
10 Christ ; and the rest of taking Chreist's yoke. Now, st
s look at these three things suocessively

WE HAVE THE VAIN SHARCH AFTRR RESY,

Ouwr Lord takes as o speclmen & man who had Lesn
shoeessful in the prevalling industry of his times, He
pieks outa prosporcus agrioultarist, for that was the chief
industry of Palestine in his day, Porhaps, if he had been
in Manchester, his speclmen would liave boen rather
different, Can you not faney him saying,  There was
& eertaly prosperous Lancashire wmanofacturer, or mers
chant, whic had wade o fortune in his business, and he
said to himsedf, ' What shall 1 do now? ‘1 will draw

my eapital out oF my concern, and I will invest it in sound
securition, | 1 will build mysell a pleasant honse in some
eountry place ; and there, for the rest of my days, 1 will
enjoy competence aud lelsure,

That is perfectly right, 1 suppose that all of us hard

working people know the attraction of the prospect of a
Hetle lelsurg Lefore we go home.  This man was not

ealled by God o fool " becanse he planned to Kot some
lelmire, and 10 enjoy the fruits of his teil-before he went
out of the world, but for far deeper rensons, Lot us see
whiat these reasons were that convicled him of a vain
seareh and of the fully of it

Pirst, e looked tu be wrong place for rest, What a
preposterous contradiction in termis his words are ! ** Soul

take thy rest, " How? "' Hat, ‘drink and be merry, "
M he had said Body, or stomach, take thy rest; eat
and drink " it would hisve been all right,  Buthe coupled
together the yrossest fiirms of physied] satisfaction and

the sthereal self, as if there 'were any kind of connection
between & full wieal s o restful apirit,  He forgot the
beterogencoasess between all material \hings and the
immatenial spirit.  He forgot that the food of the soul is
lowe, besuly, truth, gooduess | und be tried 1o it it off,
and aatisfy it with vituals and deink.  And s he was &
fool

That is the grossest form of his wistake There are

higher forms, more refined and exqguisite, and lens amen-
sbile Lo the charge of misunderstanding altogether what o
man wants ; but ax | shall have to show you presently, all
these, if they are not directed towards God, come wnder
the same eategory of mistaking the wants of the spirit,
and seeking 1o satisly it with the husks out of the swine's
trongh. Yot that is the sort of thing that hundreds of us
recognize as the real, solid substantisl good of life, snd
that we are tolling o)l our days to try and seoure for
ourselves, lorgetting altogether what is the true food of
the spirit - :

Brother, o seek rest of soul (u anything external aivd
material is, if T might 50 say; the same kind of mistake
85 10 try to feed & butterfiy on roast beef, the same kind

" of mistake s to fancy that you will make the slectric
light, in its little globe, barn the brighter if you drench
it with heavy, rancid oil. The appetite that needs to be
satisfied before s soul is st rest Is something unobler,
diviner than can ever be stilled by any accumuiation of
sxternal things. And so this man that sald, " Seul . .

_ gest . . Cest and drink," was & double-dyed fool,

Again, be sought in the wrong way, because he sought

auly for enjoyment. Look st the absolute; self-enclosed
shamcter thet comes out in bis words: My fruits,

#90ds, thou has goods Iaid up for e

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

’\hﬂ! about himesll, And is there sy véut of
& stlbosntered Bature ! No ! If 4 man makes him.

of hurests and :

n the reln to whims and fanles and
‘these will tear him dpart. The auly way roat for-
the soul s for the il to go out of \ And cease to
wake itself ite great object and aim.  Heuce the blessed.
wess of all onthuslaning; henoe the blessednesd of all
nobie and pure lave; hence the blesseduess of the welf
w3 e oo
persoual pleasure, but

wruth,  Rest ofsoul comes when we forget onrselves,
and this man was awallowed up tu himself,
says in o gualot way, ' Hke & hedgehoy rolled up the
wrong wap, he tormented himsell with his priokles
Whosoaver will not serve Ood  williigly han 0 serve
himeelf, who is his worst tyrant and taskumater,

Closely pounected with that wes the other miistake,
Ahat he sought for rest in pure fndulgence.  Idleness 1a
wot 1 1 s tedium and discombort, as wauy & wman
\mzmu’lﬁmmmm\hn‘d\\nﬂ goes
(ato retivemaent, has found out, 1t s & commonplace
that the people (hat leave their business in  Manchester,
and go away into the country, do not like it when they
puan,udmu fain be back on the exchange, and
at thelr scoupations. A man will never reit unless he to
ot work,  And e to say, “Soul ¢ rest thyself, Mat
and deink,"" s & grom seror,

Further, this wan weat wrong in his asearch for rest
beeanse e ignored altagether the frail tenure by whioh
ho held bils goods. Whata griw contrast that is between
Ygoods leld up for many years'' and “'this night thy seul
ahall be pequired of thee I"' There ix no rest in learaing
of things that the touch of death's bouy finger can burst
1ike & babble, There is no rest {u mooring ourselves to
what loaks like solid land, and turns out in the moraing
to be a fleating island that can be submerged when the
water rigen & lttle,  But that is what wany of us are
dolng-~eeeking for repose in that which is itsell as rest-
less an thie cloud-wrack driven before the wind, "Wheth-
or therq be tougues \hey shall fail ; whether there be
know) 1t ahall vanish away." The growser and the
more refiued and intellectual objects on which med veat,
or would fain reet, alike will pass and periah, Like some-
one who in the night has thought himself to be surround-
od by an lmpregnable fortress, and when wmoraing
comes finds that what he took for solid granite was fleet.
ing vapor, and that he stands bare and wndefended in
the apen, 80 all they who seek for rest beneath the stavs
will find at the last that the grim word ** Thou fool 1" {a-
the only one that deacribes them,

THR REST OF COMING TO CHRIST

Our Lord himself has explained what he means by
that wmerciful invitation ‘' Come unto me, all yo that
labor,!' when, in another place, he says, in . two entigely
paraliel clauses, ' He that cometh unto me shall never
hunger; and he that belleveth on me shall never thiret."
8o, to come to Christ is, in plain Knglish, to set our con+
fidence, or our trust-—or, 1o use & theological woed, our
faith, vpon him, And, saya Christ, ' whesoever thua
comes, 1=1 will give him vest,"

Coming to Christ, we enter on the rest of faith, The
very act of trust brings trauquility, even when the per
son or thing trusted in s human and creatural, and there-
fore uncertaln, For to roll the responsibility for myself,
as it were, upon another, brings repose, and they who
lean upon that strong arm do not need to fear though
their own arm be very weak. The rest of faith, when we
cease from having to take care of ourselves, when we
can cest all the gnawing cares and anxieties that perturh
us upon him, when we can say ' Thou dost undertake -
for we, and 1 leave myssl! in thy hands,” is tranquility
deaper and mare real than any other that the heart of
wan can congelve, ' Thou wilt keep him in perfect
peace whose mind {s stayed on thee, because he trusteth
inthee," Cast yourselfl upon Christ, and live in that

wphere of calm confid i and though the surface
may be tomsed by maby & storm, the depths will be
motionless and guiet, and there will be ' peace subsist-
{ng at the heart of endless agitation. "

Coming to Christ we enter into the rest of possessing
Ood. Inhim weare “ heir of Ood, beiug jolat heir
with Christ."' 8o great is the smallept man that nothing
loss or other than God will stisfy him. His clamant
desires will never bie stilled, his perturbed spirit never be
at rest, until it “reste In the Lord, waiting patiently for
hm.'" Hverything else is loss than adequate to meet our
needs.  Cod by himaell, and God only, is enough for ua.
He that cometh fo Chrigt cameth to the Father,

Coming to Christ we enter into the rest of forgiveness
and of conquered sin, That is the true disturbance of
wen's souls, far desper than any tion or perturba-
tion that fuay come from external clre moes, It 1s
our waliwiul desires that shake us ; it is our unlawful
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wuch an one. ‘He in Hke the troubled sea **that can uot

dirt ;" whilst m
wive belghin that henre'h
and ita

ot the lowd ‘ when they sall,” and has o more
mﬁim’ﬂ. : -iuu'mm:m

in their very wotion In vest,
That, “::r:w m:\:':&m.n
\ a8
him, and in the certaln consequence of it, 1n all cases
where the comiug e real, Ry taking bis yoke upon wa is
practical

slmply meant, 1 suppose,

veriation to which 1 have already referred in the form of
the two promises indioates that this second kind of rest ia
what we nwy call the natural consequencesof the cons
duet required, “ Tuke my yoke upon you," and the

outcome of that will be that ye shall find rest unto your

souls, :
Ry taking Christ's yoke upon ua we enter on the rest of
obedience. One of the main A\hings that disturbs our

Jrearts and shakes our Hves inself-will —the anclent tyrant

and despot that rules over men to their destruction, And
whoever has denuded hlweell of that, and can say, ** Not
wy will hut thine, be done ; 1 will take my orders from
thee, not from \his tyraunous self that is enthroned on
thy throne in my heart,' that wan bas found the secret
of repose, The abnegation of self is the atlainment of

tranquility, . Ask Christ Jesuws te come up into the

chariot, and take therelus into bis, hands, and your
Journey will he prosperous. “I'ry to gulde it by yourself,
and you will repeat the old of the awbitious
youth that attempted to guide the coursers of the sun,

and set everything on fire. Abandon self, enthrone -

Chriet and you will have reat,

Again, in such taking of Chirlst'a yoke upon ws, we
euter on the rest of Chelat-lkeness, The special virtues
to which he refers are the two, ‘‘meek and lowly in
heart ;" and these are largely the secret of & reposeful
heart, The wan that carrieh his head high knocks it
ageinst & great many lintels which he who stoops
eacapes. The lightning strikea the oak, wot the grass,
If you should wish to be restlens and ivritated snd
irritable all your days, and to provide vourself with
something that will always keep you uncomfortable,
assert yoursell, and be on the look-out for stights, and
think yoursell better than people estimate you, and be
the opposite of meek and humble, and yow will get
trouble enough. g

Aud if, on the other hand, in these particulars, and in
others that I cannot now dwell upon, we shape ourselves
after Christ's example, we shall know the rest of soul
which he promised, Heo was the Prince of Peace. His
wanhood was unperturbed, because it was unstained and
in unbroken, fellowship with God.  And if we come to
him, and take hia yoke upon us, he will lead un unto the
same sanctuary where he dwells, and where there shall
be no sound to disturb the tranguil repose. ** We which
have believed do enter iuto rest." . Otherwise, our lives
may. be animated, brilliant, suceesaful, but there will
alwaya be away in the backgronnd, Hke some caged tiger
pacing up and down its den day aud night, the sense of
unrest, and it will never be effectually silenced until it is
satisfled by coming to Christ, and taking his yoke upon
us. Then we ahall enter into repose in ‘the measure of
our faith and-obedlence, That repose will no more Le

broken by work than the royal rest of Christ himself |

and it will be perfected when he welcomes wato the
land where * Jeyond these volces there is peace," and
where his servants “‘rest from their labors, and their
works do follow them.' May we all now enter into the
rest of faith, and at last be lapped in the rest of heaven,
—Christian Commonwealth,

Ao
The Martyr's Monument.

Y RRV: J L. SCOTT, D, D

One of the most interesting towns in all Scotland is
that of Mauchline, Itisa queint little hamlet, with an
acoredited history of twelve bundred yemrs. Villages
are the windows through which one looks inte the
country. They are an abridged edition of the nation's
life. . Mauchline is Scotland in ministure, Like villages,
it combines the past and the present, Here one sees the
straw-thatched cottage unchanged from what it wasa
century ago, and here, t0o, is the fashionable residence
of yesterday, 1 knew the village from-its*sssociation
with the poet Burns. Mauchline was the cradle of his
genius, There his muse was born, A Scoteh mile or
two brings one to Mowsgiel, famous in history and song,
The little cabin has grown into a large house, but the
farm remaivs much ea it
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