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joy lias the responsibility of beiag prepared
to défend the great glfts whicli it liolds. No
goverfimeat, I liold, Is properiy discliarging
Its duties whlcli does flot give due considéra-
tlon to the question of defence, and 1 believe
tliat ln our time of 'prosperity we sbould flot
forget to take a portion of the increasiDg
revenues of tlie country and devote tbem to
the Improvernent of our defences. Now,
I wlll endeavour, very briefly to refer to
some of the matters which the hôn. member
for Soutb Norfolk lias brouglit before us.
In the first place, lie has referred to thie an-
fluai report of tlie Miltin Departrnent, and
more particularly to tlie report of the Major
Genéral. I amn sure tliose wlio wilI take
the trouble to read that report wiII agree
witli him, as I do, that -lie lias tiot spokeli
In too high terms of praise of it. -Wlille,
perbaps, In some of Its details, or, possIbly,
In some of tlie conclusions of tlie Major
General, I cannot literally concur, I say
that ln tlie main 1 approve of aIl tliat lie lias
said. 1 think It Is a convenient thing1tlat
thie Major General, tlie head of tlie militia
for tlie time being, sbould always bave a
free band la placing before tlie people of
the country lis own views as a professional
soldier upon the question of defence, ani
tlierefore, durlng my termn of office, and
I think It lias been the custom In tlie past,
tlie Major General of thie day lias lad a
free hand to express lis real and genuine
views in reference to tÈle condition of the
militia of the country and ln reference to
wliat lie tliinks ouglit to be done to Improve
tlie condition o! thie militia. Tlie lion.
member for South Norfolk lias quoted very
extensively from tlie Major General's re-
port. I arn glad lie lins done so; 1 arn gila
tliat tblere will be placed upon 'Hansard'
the very valuabie suggestions 'whlch tlie
Major Generl lias made. I will flot, tliere-
f ore, trouble tlie comrnittee farther by read-
lng extracts from that report. I consider
It unneeessary, but I will proceed to refer
to sorne of the more important matters to
whici iny lion. friead lias givèn profflneace.
My lion. friend lias referred totlie perman-
ent force and to the Major Generals obser-
vations in coanection witli tliat force. It
wilI be observed In tlie Major General's re-
port thant la a general way 'lie speaks very
encouragingly of the condition of tliat force
and the principal recommendatIon lie bas
to make is tliat the force sliould be lu-
creased. At present, under the existing iaw,
the permanent force Is lirnlted to 1,000 men.
Under thie recommendations o! the General
It is proposed to increase tlie number to 1,-
500. 1 think that is a wise proposa]; 1
tliink thnt w'len the Militia Act la re-
enacted, or amended, It will be desirable tô
take further power to increase tlie nurn-
ber of the permanent force to 1,500. It la
flot my intention this year to ask for any
amendaient of tlie Mîlitia Act, because I
liope at the next session of parliarnent to
Introduce a Bill wliicl wlI really be a re-

enactment of tlie militla lnw and 1 may
say liere tliat I liope before tlie aext session
of parliament to have a Bill rendy to be
su'bmltted to any members of tliis House,
or any other gentlemen wlio are interested
la sucli matters, so tliat we may liavei the
advantage at thie aext -session of parIla-
ment of getting tlie resuit of a very care-
ful considération o! so important a sai-
ject. My hon. friend (Hon. Mr. Tiadale>
lias next referred to tlie question of the
annual drill, and the desirabllity of extend-
ing tlie time bas been discussed. The
Major Géneral advises the extension o! tIe
time to twenty-one days, and even to
twenty-eiglit days. I arn afraid tliat under
tlie existing conditions la tliis country it
wil be-very dlfficult to get tlie large flam-
ber of men that we liave now la tlie militia,
some 35,000, to abandon their civil pursuits
for so long a Urne as twenty-one days, not
to speak of twenty-elgbt: days. However,
1 do tliink that once in tliree years at least,
we miglit liave a longer time ln camp than
we liave now. Tliat wili be one o! tlie
matters to be considered wlien tlie new Bill
le belng introduced.

The lion, gentleman lias referred to wliat
1 thiuk is more important, nnmely, tlie
question o! a militia reserve, and in that I
ar n l entire accord with tlie proposai of
tlie Major General. I rnay tell tlie Fouse
tliat at tliis very moment the suggestion
whicli the general lias made is being car-
rled Into effect. It is one wlich wili lu-
volve very Ilttle additional expense, be-
cause the extra men wlio will le required
for the purpose of increasing the flamber
up to somewhere near a total strength of
100,000; these men cau ail le interested
la tlie militia by being brouglit Into tlie
rifle associations, for wliici provision was
made at the at session of parliament. 1
hope la this way, witliout aay great in-
crease In the annual expenditure, tliat we
sliall be able to have what will practically
arnount to a trebling of the present force
of men wlio wlll le almoat as eff ective as
thue 35,000 whlci we have now. At any
rate, It will be composed of men wlio will
have lad experience la the art of rifle
shooting.

The next item la tlue estiniates Is that
whicli provides for the annual drill, and this
year tînt item wlll be found to Include
musketry, clothIng and stores. In former
years tlie Item was sIaipIy for 'annuai
drill,' and under the ruiag of the Auditor
General the expeaditure would be llmlted
to that. In view of the desirability of ex-
tendlng tlie opportunities of rifle sliooting
to as large, a number of citizens as possible
and of utllzing tliem as a part of tlie mili-
tia reserve of this country, I shaîl titis year
ask the Flouse to give me that vote ander
tlie lieadiug 'annual drill and musketry';
and to inclade in tliat vote, for reasons
whicli I will explain later on, the sum whicli
ls ordinarlly taken under tlie heading o!
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