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Plays, Players, Playgoers-TheWeekin London Theaters
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THE GRAND.
Today, Matinee and Night ................

.................... "A Message From Mara"
Tuesday ........................... Francis Wilson
Thursday ............................... ‘‘Diplomacy
Friday.............................“A Doll's House"
Saturday, Matinee and Night ...........

........... “A Doll's House"

All Week
BENNETT’S

.............  Refined Vaudeville

and its two scenes are most 
esque.

pictur-

The coming of the Royal Alexandra 
Players, who will appear at tite Grand 
Opera House next Thursday, la being 
looked forward to with great expecta
tions by local theatergoers. The fame 
of this noted company lias already 
preceded them, and those who take 
an interest in dramatic events are 
well aware that they will be given a 
rare treat when “Diplomacy" is pro
duced by this excellent company. When 
Sardou wrote “Diplomacy" he chose a 
time when there was an international 
strain between the different diplomats

e

That delightful comedy drama, “A 
Message From Mars" is the offering
at the Grand tonight. The reputation _________________ _____ _____ ______
this play has acquired in London and in Europe> an(] evolved from the lov 
New Y"rk City bv its long and phen- 0f Captain Julien Beaudere for Dora,

■ menai runs, together with its popu- the daughter of a penniless Spanish 
l.irity in all of the cities where it has marquis, a drama that has never lost 
ii -n een, was sufficient to cause \ cry | |ts entertaining powers. Julien is be- 
g-nera! interest upon the part of the- j ginning his diplomatic career as an 
fttergoers to see it when it came here.. attache of the British embassy, Count
it is needless to say that local theater- esg zicka is a spy in the service of 
goers were In no wise disappointed. Baron Stein, who is secret agent of the 
The play “made good" in every par- ( Russian Government. She is also in 
tlcular. yet there were, of course, a ]ove ^ ith ju]jen At the baron’s sug- 
grest many who did not see it. It rc- j gestion she steals from Julien an im- 
ceived high praise and general com-; portant plan, for which he Is vespon- 
mendation from all sources after its slide for the safe delivery. She eon- 
presentation here. Tlie play has many trivée to have the blame of the theft 
merits, and, strange to say, it appeals, placed upon Dora. The plan is sub- 
to all classes, the lower floor, the bal- ; sequentlv recovered by IT-nry, Julien’s 
c*>ny and the gallery alike. It is clean; brother, who succeeds In placing the 
cut and beautiful in its simplicity. Its crime where it belongs. This is 
humor is of a refined quality, always brought about bv so much ingenuity 
pleasing, dignified, yet excruciatingly that only a Sardou could have thought 
funny. It is conceded to be logical in out. 
its coni hi-dbn, and at no point arc 
either its characters or situations over
drawn. They are all in the line of 
becoming modesty, all tending to re-

Sam Bernard Is starring. Miss Lewis novels, however. Is by no means ex
replaces Daisy Green. hausted. Perhaps the most importants 

is that which R. C. Carton, author of* 
Next season Grace Van Studdiford “Lord and Lady Algy," has made o| 

will star In a light opera now being J. V. Snaith’s book, “Lady Barbarity,” 
written for her by Harry B. Smith and and which will be played by Marie] 
Reginald De Koven. The scenes of the Tempest at the Comedy. There it wi| 
opera will be laid in Budapest and the replace “Angela," the Anglicized verl 
principal characters will be Hun- sion of “D1 Minutes d’Arret,” which] 
garlan. lias iust managed to place fifty per-1

________ formances to its credit and thereby]
A special from New York says that save the faces of all concerned. Mean- 

Olga Nethersole and Henry Miller while the London Stage Society an- 
have met and determined definitely nounced productions of a play called j 
some of the detail» connected with the Cupid and Commonsense,” based by j 
former's London production of "The Arnold Bennett on his stories of 
Great Divide.” It was decided that the "rive Towns,’ and Charles Frohi^ 
piece should he produced In London promises "The Story of the GlaiTT.i^ 
next October. It was arranged also adapted by Cosmo Hamilton, wh 
that the scenery should be built in among the other dramatizations whirl
this country.

The British Stage.
London Is to have in the near futurej 
is that which Somerset Maughan hi 
made of his latest novel, “The Ex 
plorer."

Under the heading, "Americanizing) 
-Forbes Robertson, ' the British Peerage,” the Westminster 

Gazette. London’s leading
journal, prints the following:

evening :

■p
m

Manager Efner announces that at 
each succeeding week at the popular 
playhouse, Bennett’s, from now on, the 
bills will get better, and is prepared to 
stake his reputation on it.

The theater offers a bill of such uni
form excellence for next week that 
every performance should be rewarded 
with big patronage from the public.

In point of genuine, wholesome en
tertainment, Radford and Winchester 
take all the cake in sight.

The men are expert jugglers, which 
ordinarily means a wearisome turn to 
vaudeville patrons. But Radford and 
Winchester are different better fun- ■
nier, newer than any jugglers’ that j story and recitations. Mr. Williams is as well as from every other character | “The Boy and the Girl," Richard

SCENE FROM “A MESSAGE FROM MARS” AT THE GRAND TODAY, MATINEE AND NIGHT.

Mr. Gus Williams, who styles him- cestry, and he has done this very clev-1 he was prostrated by typhoid-;>neu-
self the prince of entertainers, will erly. After hearing from his cousin, I monia in the same city and hotel,
reign supreme next week in song, with whom he is very much in love, I ——

London, Feb. 22.-
who has been out of luck for many
months, is getting ready to play a „Is not the above procesa going onj 

I trump card. As readers possibly may a little too fast?” writes a correspond- 
j have heard, a new piece has been writ- ent. “In Mr. Edwin Milton Royle’s 
I ten for him by Henry James, and to- "Squaw Man' Capt. ‘the Hon.’ James
day the actor gave the first details re- Wynnegate, being next living heir to
garding it that he has allowed to be the Earl of Kerhill, must be son of the 
made public. The play, which is a late earl, or brother, or possibly unci.» 
modern comedy, will be given for the or nephew, or the lh’ing earl. He could 
first time at Edinburgh on March 26, not be the earl’s cousin. If he were 
and if the reception there is favorable he could not be ‘the Hon.' If the | 
a London production will follow short- ; ‘Hon. James’ were the next heir, but 
ly. Later on Robertson hopes to take j not the cousin, he could not marry the
his new offering across the Atlantic, j widow of the earl, for she would be

I either his brother's widow or else his 
To reach the metropolis, however, ! aunt or his niece by marriage.” 

not to mention the United States, this j Mr. R°l'*e wi** have to invest in a 
piece (which is not named yet) will 
have to prove a much more full-blood
ed work than James’ first dramatic 
effort, "Guy Domville." George Alex
ander produced the latter ten years ] 
or more ago. but. like the author’s re-

"Guide to the Peerage” before he 
writes another play about titled folk.

IT. V. Esmond, author of “Undei( 
the Greenwood Tree,' in which Max* 
ine Elliott is now appearing In Amer/ 
ica, wrote “The O'Grindles,” whlcfcent literary work, it was too elusive . «

and analytic to appeal to any save the : ?'as put °n the p,ayhouse thls 
self-styled "elect,” and died an early j fo1' **• on 8ny Ftage‘ 4
death. Robertson bir»«ir smtH Cyril Maude "'ell-that is. thf

have yet come to this theater. This 
act is a side-splitting comedy through- | 
out. Besides unusual skill and agil
ity in their work, they display a thor-

deelared himself , . , ,, „„ ,.., ...... ... . i later revised Cyril Maude, who ia goconfident that there will be a differ- j . , ,__ ,  
ent story to tell of the American novel
ist’s new play.

“No,” he said, “this Is not an adapt
ation of any of Mr. James' novels, put 
an entirely original work, especially

WILHELMA FRANCIS,
Of Dunn-Francls Company, in “The 

Hold-Up,” at Bennett’s Next Week.

also an artist on the piano. in the play about the wonderful deeds Carle's latest musical comedy, has
Miss Ruby Raymond, who lias estab- of his progenitors, Sir Guy. who is es- been tried in Boston. Mr. Carle closed 

llislied for herself an enviable reputa- sentially modern in all of his ideas,1 the tour of "A Spring Chicken” so that 
j lion as an acrobatic dancer, has added falls asleep, and is transported back a he could supervise the first perform-

i . - - to her act two of the best boy dancers trifle over seven hundred years, when ances of the piece.
HuriLolll! ThÜ : which was possible for her to obtain, in present-day costume he is called

Chester and Jones will appear with upon to take up the life of his anccs- 
Miss Raymond all next week. It Is tor, who lived when Richard the Lion-
necessary to see these boys to ap- Hearted was on England’s throne. He turn to light opera if she cyan find one typical old English country house, 
predate their capabilities. even has to go so far as to don a suit, to suit her. j part is ” that of an ambitious

The moving pictures on the Ben- of armor and meet a neighboring j -------- ' young politician, who we call a radical,
nettograph, of usual excellence, will knight In mortal combat, and though ] Jessie Busley has secured and Eng- and, 0g couvse. a candidate for Parlia-

' ing in for frockling, rollicking, light 
minded plays, and making much 
money, instead of impoverishing him-i 
self by striving for the something betj

burlesque acting, giving to their turn 
a charm of entertainment that is sel
dom offered to the patrons of vaude
ville.

The audience cannot help but display 
a. generous appreciation of their work, 
and patrons of the theater wl'l miss

written for the stage. It is in three 
acts, deals with English life, and has 

Canute d Arvi.le is reported to be a ve;n Qf romance running throughout 
tired of vaudeville and wants to re- the plot. The scenes are laid in a

an exceptionally good act If thev fail bring the entertainment to a pleasing encased In ancient armor, resorts j lish success called "The Agitator" and mentary honoi s. As the play unfolds 
to attend the performances next week iclose' to °nth centu*T methods, and the vail- | will have a try at management hèr- itself, he is found in a curiously em-

Whflt ia move tiemiHfiii hoar I Manager Efner hopes that amateurs ant knight Is “put down and out." In self. barrassing' position, from which he isa ^el^conductZd^tTin^au'inteV ^he are not foreetting that one of the best the last act, the action ia/again in the

Miles-Stavordale Quintet have a very amateu-r shows of the 8eason wt,i bo present day- but with the of the
untone inrl original offer!ne- ™-hiehiheld next Friday night. dream still upon him, Sir Guy
cannot but please the best musicians Come a1on* and reg,s*e/’ says’ trlumPhs over 8,1 his adversaries and

and let your friends see that you
fleet upon the
cleverness of ___ _______ __ _______
embellishments are remembered with w 110 bas studied under teachers of re-
distinct vivid nose,. The introduction j nown-
'f an inhabitant from the planet Mars , ^ contortion act thin borders on the 

Is conceded to be something out of phenomenal is tne performnneo given 
the ordinary'. It provides a subject for by M!!e- Latlna- 11 *" 0Re of the most
the most thoughtful consideration by startl|ng displays of suppleness evcr | interest The idea o

nnrl 'nonK, . ana let your trieuas see mat y«*u are wins the hand of his fair cousin. Thegenius, originality and ”tV/, ' w8 T, ‘o stay with tHe best of them. situât ons and complications engen-
i's author. Its scenic * . "1, T . 1 ^ a.rtist ------------- dered by the ridiculous idea of trans-

barrassing position.
-----  extricated by the intervention of a

Alice Butler was one of the merr^-" young Ame.rican giri. She, in fact, is 
ber» of" Nat Goodwin’s cofrripeny which, the heroine, and this character, which 
produced his new Broadhurst plaj, will be played by my wife. Miss Gert- 
“The Easterner." : rude Elliott, has been, I consider, de-

------  j lightfully delineated by the author.
Adeline Gcnee has been placed un- "We are both hoping for a big suc- 

up-to-date der a year’s contract by Klaw and cess." he added, "in which case wo 
Erlanger and will be sent on a tour certainly shall pay an early return 

winter. visit to the United States. Personally
’ I think that Mr. James’ comedy, with

by
The visit of the celebrated Sheffield porting a thoroughly 

Choir to this country in October next twentieth-century man back to the
is one of those events in the history days when tobacco was an unknown ; Cf the country next
of Canada and of the Ktngd is conducive to all sorts of | ___HH
which is worthy of more than passing fun. As Sir Guy De Vere, Francis j Annie Warner, who dramatized her its American heroine, is sure to appeal

those who see this play, touching upor
conditions that we know exist on earth . rybe contortion work of Miss Latina 
and what we believe may exist in ia one of the most finished specialties 
Mars, although upon the latter subject, the kind ever presented. Some gr

illing more than scientific deduc-1 tistic posing and exercises in physical

: bringing to Can- Wilsbn is seen to acceptable advant- story, “The Rejuvenation of Aunt 
ada this most celebrated of the cele- age. His comedy is inimitable, and his I Mary,” for May Robson, is going to '

turn her "Susan Cicgg" sketches into j

to his countrymen."

noth
lions are forthcoming.

"The Mayor of Tokio,” Richard 
Carle's latest and best effort, will be 
the attraction at the Grand soon. “The 
Mayor of Tokio," which was the hit 
last season at the New York Theater,

culture for women are included in her 
exhibition. j

Mr. John Dunn and Miss Wilhelma ' 
Francis will present a screaming oné- j 
act comedy, “The Hold-Up.” This is 
the most excruciatingly funny sketch 
ever appearing before the footlights at 
this theater. ’Built purely along com - 

has from its first presentation been ■ edy lines, it will make von laugh till
accepted, it i^ said, as the best thing you cry. Before they have been on
in a musical comedy line that has yet the stage two minutes you will have ;
come out of Mr. Richard Carle's many j an attack of that funny feeling which j
succèssçs, and it has been received. ts diagnosed as rib-tickelitis. 
with ardent enthusiasm wherever it | Quinn and Mitchell, whose services I 
has been presented. Mr. John L. Koar-1 have been secured as an extra added ! 
ney is seen in a character which, it is attraction, area “Knuple of Komk-al i
said, has proven one of the greatest 
hits of his career, that of Marcus Or
lando Kidder, brimful of opportuni
ties for his unique humor and frolics.

The chorus of “The Mayor of Tokio” 
and the Peanut Ballet is one of the 
striking features. The opera is rich 
in voices, clever in action, and won
drous fair In its pretty girls. The 
scenic production is most elaborate.

Kidders,” and will crowd more witti
cisms into fifteen minutes than seems 
possible to do. They are headline at
tractions everywhere they appear, and 
will, no doubt, Mease the large audi
ences whicli will surely turn out to 
witness next week’s lengthy pro
gramme of good things. This team is 
capable of delivering the goods, and 
will.

■V.---- '

■r.

bra ted choirs of England was inspired methods delightfully funny. Mr. Wil 
by a desire to draw. stilly closer the son is supported by an exceptionally 
bonds of musical unity Which were strong company as well as a very large 
cemented when Sir Alexander Mac- one, for the ensemble is 40 people. His 
kenzie paid his now historic visit to leading feminine support is Miss Mary 
the Dominion a few years ago. It has Borland and in the cast are to be found 
been taken up wtih tremendous en- the names of Clarence Handysides, 
thusiasm by the musicians of the north Adelaide Wilson, Campbell GolJan, Jo- 
of England, and already the promoter seph Allen, George Irving. Augustin 
of the enterprise, Mr. C. A. E. Harriss,. Duncan, Victor Benoit, Edna Bruns, 
of Ottawa, is in receipt of informa- j. C. Robison and many other weii- 
tion that not only will the choir come known players. The first act of the 
in a body, 250 strong, but that it will farce is placed in the knights’ room, 
be accompanied by numerous distil".- Beech wood Towers, 1906; the second 
guished journalists representing botli act, seven hundred and ten years ear- 
thc Sheffield and the London press, lay lier, on the battlements of the castle, 
as well as musical. • and the third act, back in the knight’s

Inasmuch as the members of the room. There is also a large chorus 
choir are prominently identified with and the scenic effects are said to be 
the industrial enterprises of Sheffield, both elaborate and handsome. Charles 
the visit will be of economic import- Frohman presents Francis Wilson and 
ance, as well as of influence musically, his company at the Grand next Tucs- 
It will be impossible for these captains day.
of industry to come to Canada, see for ; ------------
themselves the industrial growth of: Cecilia Loftus is considering an of- 
Montreal, Toronto, Hamilton and other fer to appear in “The Beloved Vagu- 
piaces and to grasp for themselves the bond."
enormous potentialities of Canada, -------------
without substantial advantage ensuing Miss Irene Rook, formerly of the 
from a business standpoint. This view Court Theater, London, is Ben Greet’s 
of the case has been grasped by the new leading woman.
executive council of the Canadian -------------
Manufacturers' Association, which has Cyril Scott returns to New York 
sent a letter to the lord mayor of Monday to begin rehearsals of his new 
Sheffield, not only extending a hearty DeMillo play, the scones of which are 
welcome to the members of the choir laid in northwestern Canada
and their friends, but also assuring ------------
him “that members of our association Bijou Fernandez has secured from 
individually will do everything in their Edwin Arden his play. “Capt. Velvet," 
power to make your visit both profit- and will star in it. She will be sup- 
able and enjoyable.” j ported by her husband, W. L. Abing-

The municipal corporations of Otta- ; ton- 
wa and Toronto have also seized the ■.
imperial importance of the coming Unless unforseen failures make n 
visit, and have forwarded resolutions ; vacancy, the new Frohman production 
to the lord mayor of Sheffield, extend- “Toddles," which opens in T-talti- 
ing cordial invitations to the Sheffield more the 24th of this month, will not 
choir, and assuring them of the most be seen in New Y'ork this season, 
hearty of welcomes. A similar letter

In electing to write an original play 
a play. j for Forbes Robertson rather than make

---------  an adaptation of one of his novels,
Mrs. Beer boh m Tree, wife of the Henry James is going dead against 

well-known English actor, is in New the present fashion on this side of the
Y’ork supporting Mrs. Patrick Camp
bell in "Electra."

Owen YVister, author of “The Vir
ginian,” is another author and dra
matist who has gone into politics.

Sarah Truax, who was recently 
operated upon for appendicitis in Chi
cago, is improving slowly.

water. Perhaps never before, in fact, 
have so many dramatizations of works 
of fiction been promised for one the
atrical season. Two will have seen 
the light before these lines appear in 
print—the versions of "Susannah and 
Some Other" and “Stingaree.” which 
have been made by their respective 
authors. Mine. Albanesi and E. W. 
Horming, the author of "Raffles,” Both 
will be produced next week and will 

H. Reeves Smith has been engaged be swiftly followed by W. J. Locke's 
as leading man for Grace George until stage version of his novel, "The Be- 
the recovery of Frank Worthing. loved Vagabond," and a play by Max

„ i Pemberton called “Kronstadt" and
“The Witching Hour” has made a based on his story- of the same name, 

hit in Chicago and may remain there R* the latter, which will be produced 
throughout the year.

George M. Cohan is busy with the 
forthcoming production of his new 
play, “A Man Servant.”

Camille d'Arville is reported to be 
; tired of vaudeville and wants to re- 
! turn to fight opera, if she can find one 
' to suit her.

■

____

MR. JOHN DUNN,
Of Dunn-Francis & Co., in “The (

Hold-Up,” at Bennett’s Next Week.

ter that he would like to do if it were 
not so costly.

Esmond is in the same category. He 
too, has ideals and fancies and the 
qualifications for doing something of 
a high order, but doesn't find much 
profit in them. Hence “The O'Grin
dles,’' which is good of its kind, and 
the kind is amusing and amiable. The.4 
scene is Ireland of a century ago. Dear 
old Sir Harry O’Grindle’s eider son, 
Jim, a “broth of a bhoy," is in love 
with the delightful daughter of Sir] 
Harry's old crony. The girl recipro-

■ at the Garrick, one of the chief parts ca*^es and the parents approve.
will be taken by the American actress, 
Mrs. Russ Whytat.

Jessie Busley has secured an Eng
lish success called "The Agitator," and 
will have a try at management her
self.

will, it is understood, be sent forward 
in the course of a few days by the

Once more it is to be the Four Co
hans. Cohan and Harris have signed

mayor of Montreal, while the boards a. contract by the terms of which 
of trade of all three cities have already , Josephine Cohan will assist her brother 
begun preparations to share in the in the capacity of leading woman 
reception of this notable musical or-

Walker Whiteside is to appear in a 
play culled "The Beloved Vagabond."

Locke’s dramatization of the novel, 
which was so popular in the United 
States, was not expected so soon (it 
is due at His Majesty's within a fort
night), but its production is made 
necessary by the complete failure of 
Comyns Carr's “Mystery of Edwin 
Drood,” the final performances of

But Jim is a rollickling lad and has | 
been seen flirting a harmless bit with 
a pretty, barefooted colleen, so it looks 
bad when her wretched father tries to 
blackmail the family. Jim's adorable 
sweetheart believes the story and oil ' 
goes gallant Jim to “the dlvvle," as he4 
says, well knowing that it was 
smug younger brother who had trifl^ 
with the pretty colleen's affections.

But of course Jim didn't succeed il

Annie Russell, who has been resting 
for the season. Is to reappear on the 
stage in “Paid in Full.”

Lia Felix, sister of the famous 
French tragedienne, Rachel, died last 
week in Paris, aged 77.

Miss Hattie Fox, who is with “Onv 
New Y’ork" at the Majestic this week.

ganlzatlon.
The choir will only be In Canada for 

a fortnight, owing to the impossibility is a Washington girl and lived in this 
of Its members being absent from city until a year ago. This is her first 
their homes for more than a month, j sqason on the stage, 
but during that brief space they will] 
be heart! In Montreal, Ottawa. Toron- \ 
to, Hamilton, London and other cen
ters in Ontario, and will give their
farewell concert in Quebec.

Margaret Wycberly starts in tomor
row night as the leading lady of .be 
Castle Square Stock Company in Bos
ton. and will be seen in repertoire lor 
the next three months at least

“Henry of Lancaster" Is the name of 
the new play which Gladys Unger iias 
written for Ellen Terry, who will pro
duce it about the 2Xth of this month. 
The piece deals with the period of 
Richard III.

Olga Nethersole will present “Car
men" and "The Enigma" during her 
forthcoming engagement at the Ne.w 
National. She is this season reciting 
a prologue at every performance, ap
pearing dressed in the costume of 
Pierrot.

which are announced. Hailed with ! going to the divvle at all, at all, a ml 
enthusiasm when produced by Tree in j everybody was ultimately happy. Noe 
the provinces, this stage version of \ a startling plot, but every characi 
Dickens' unfinished novel has run less : in the piece is entertaining and often 
than three weeks at Mis Majesty’s. j uproarious, and each has a different

j degree of brogue from each of the 
The list of other dramatizations of others, so there is no lack of fun.

George Evans, the “honey boy” of the> 
vaudeville stage, is to head a minstrel 
company under the management of 
Cohan & Harris. Evans lias signed a 
five-year contract with this firm, and

When Charles Frohman selected ; -------------
Charles Marlowe's merry trace, “When A report comes from New York to 
Knights Were Bold ” for Francis Wil-: tl,e e(Tect that Henrietta Grosman lias 
son’s vehicle, the present season, 1 been left a fortune of more than $100.-
chose most wisely, for this laughing 000 in India by a relative and will go ’ the tour starts In about the first of 
satire lias proven the greatest laugh - ! to that country to secure possession of August.
Ing success of the season, and the een- -,
Irai figure. Sir Guv De Vere. fits Mr.
Wilson like the proverbial glove. In 
its lauglit"’--producing qualities. “When

Edith Wynne Matthison is touring 
New England in “The Great Divide "

SCENE FROM “WHEN KNIGHTS WERE BOLD,” IN WHICH MR. FRAN- 
CIS WILSON WILL BE SEEN AT THE GRAND TUESDAY EVENING.

Krights Were Bol l" is reminiscent of havinK taken Margaret Anglin’s place. 
“Charley’s Aunt” of a decade ago. for Miss Anglin opens in "The Awakening 
from the time the curtain rises on j of Helena Richie” at Providence tomor- 
the first act until it finally falls on i row night. 
the third, there is not a single dull 
moment. Th» author has utilized a 
drama Jn order to carry out the satire 
of hfs plot, which Is the love of an-

Sousa was prostrated by ptomaine 
poisoning at Milwaukee, Nov. 27, 1907. 
Just nine years before to the very day

James K. Hackett announced last 
week in New Y’ork that he had made 
arrangements with Mrs. Elinor Glyn 
for the dramatization of her novel. 
"Three Weeks," and that the play 
would be presented this season.

i "r

Ada Lewis and Sam Edwards of the 
“Fascinating Flora" company which 
recently closed, have been added to 
the cast of "Nearly a Hero,” In whicli

, , , „ . v .

REDFORD AND WINCHESTER,
"Who Are Touring the World, Will Stop Off at Bennett’s Next Week,


