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Patrols Pushiﬁg Steadﬁty On Towards
Coal City Now Encircled On Three Sides-—
Canadians Closest To Stro nghold.

| British

|

[By Stewart Lyon, Canadian Press Correspondent in France.]

Canadian Army Headquarters, June 28.—A further
phase of the long struggle for the recovery of Lens, the
centre of the richest coal mining region of France, from
the German invader, was reached early this (Thursday)
morning when the enemy’s front line protecting Avion, a
suburb of the city, was captured by storming waves, which
went forward under the protection of a concentration of
artillery fire on that part of Avion immediately behind the
German line,

The assaulting troops were composed of men from
British Columbia, Manitoba, Central Ontario and Nova
Scotia,
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mE (Special Cable to The Advertiser.)
With the British Armies in the Field, June 28
troops today occupied the town of Fleu Dit

NG SAYS mile southwest of Lens.

: Their patrols, shoved ahead of the village, penetrated
further towards the coal metropolis of France.
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This is the nearest the British have yet come to the city of
Lens proper. Mention of patrols pushing still further on indicates
a general retreat by the Germans and abandonment of their posi-
tions under the tremendously strong constricting pressure which
the British have been applying to the city.
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