
To begio will, we caa not be blind to iho present coudiiioii ol

our own Colony.

Tiio advocates for o ccDtiouatioa of the present politica*

bituation, under any circumslanccg, must admit the impovcrieUcd
elate of tljc people, aiid the continued dc&tiiution of ycorb stand*

iu^r, from wbicb they can point to no meaua ol escape, and for

wiiich they can devise do remedy out of any rtsources we can
now command.

Mercantilo enterprise is certainly not so active as it was—iho
amount nf capital used in ptosocutiug the trado and fibhcries of
the country bos been diminishing year by year. Supplied aro

curtailed—comparatively little credit id given to the iiaherman
upon the fuith of coming voytgos—contidence in the result of tho

cuuotry'fi staple industries must therefore have diminished, or
mercantile Bpcculation has (or other causes been reduced—the
once flourishing middle class of planters and eealUillorB bai
almost ceased to exist. V/o witness coustanf emigrations ol

largo numbers of the best and ablest of our people driven from
tiieir homes by untoward circimstauces to seek for those tucuns

of subjisiencc ihey fail to secure here. Wo find the numbcF of

tradcQuicn, shopUccpors and artisans, immensely diminished,

and tho position of thosu that do eke out a livelihood very dif-

ferent from what it was in former timet Wo see in the Capital
of the coantry, tho eh'cfsc&tof its trade, an immenso reduction
in the valuo of all property; whole bloeke of valuable buildings

tenantlcBS, and not vorth their ground rent, when some years
ago they were hives of thriving industry and busy trado. la
foreign markets, wo who onco had no considerable competitors,
have lost our credit as tho best of codfish curers and exporters,
and are looked upon as second-rate. Our herring and salmoa
hsbeiieB, especially tho former, which ought io bo sources of

wealth, almost EuCicicnt of themselves to support an population,

aru frou want of fuller prosecution and from bad managomeDi
of comparatively email account as a staple industry. Tho oa*

dcavour to develop tny means of operative employment beyoud
the (Ishcrico is limited to a few attempts at mining, and thoro
iccma to be no intention upon the part of local capitaliato'to

engage in a business which would cppear under circunafitancos of
tncourogemcnt to bo hopeful of valuable results.

Ti»c Bucccssful Keal and coJ fisheries of the past eoason bavo
not cflectcd that 'mprovement in tho condition of the peoplo at
liirgc, v/hich wc3 anticipated. Tho general result io that pauper-
ism has become a ryBtcrn—a political institution involving a
tegular item gf pulHo cxpguditur*?, yearly ftmouKting to L«ftrly


