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minininj, wns sent to a flourishinjj nrad.Mtiy at. the Wnx'^-ivr

meeting house, superintPiided by Mr. Humphries. Ih;re

he was placed on the study of the (iead lauciiages, and con-

tinued until the rtvoluti<»uary war extended it> ravij.*;^

ijito that section of South Carolina, wliere he then was,

rendered it necesHdry that every one should betake hiin-'eir

t J the \mericau Standard, feek protection with the enemy,
or ile*-' liis count.-y. It wao not an aUernative that admitted

of tedious deliberation. The natural ardor of his temi»er,

deriving encouragement from the recoinuiendations oi iiis

mo'her, whose feelings were not less alive on the occasion

t!i.-(u his own; and excited Ity thonf Hentiwcnt* in ftivour of'

I'hertt/, with whi.Mi, i)y iier convcrsatidii, his uiiiid nad hern

early oadued, qiiii;lviy detr;rii)ined hiin in the cour-e to l>e

Ijuvsuc'd; and at ihe tciider ace of tourleen, aco.upanit'd

»v his brother Robert, ho hastened to the American cauir,

und tMigai^Hd ai'livelv in the service of his country. Hi-<

oldest brotuer, who ii.'ul r)n'viously joined the army, had
loHl his life at lite battle of c^tono, tVoiu tiie excessive heat

of the weather, and the fntiirucs of the day.

Both Andrew and Robed were, at tliis period, pretty

w ill acquainted with the manual exercise, and had aoniu

idea of the dirterent evolutii»ii«» oi the tieid, ha> in?? been in-

dui^^cd by their mother in att.uidiug liie drill and general

njii-it.ers of the ucie^lib jurhood.

The Atnericans being unequal, as well from the mferio-

rity of their numbers, as their discipline, to enjcHwe the

British armv in battle, had retired before it, into ihe iute-

ri'ir of North Carol inn ; but when they learned that Lord
('ornvvalli< had crossed the Yadkin, they returned in small

detachments to their untive Stat^. On their arrival, they
I'oun 1 Lord llawdon iu possession of Caaulei!, and the whuhi
CMi.itry around in a slate of desolation. The Itritish coni-

iri nider bein;? advised of the return of the settlers of Wax-
saw, xMajor CojBu was iirwnediately despatched thither,

with a corps of litiht dr.igoous, a comsauy of Jnfantry, and
a considerable number of t'>nes, tor th.'ir capture and des-

truction. Hearing: of their appcoich, t'.ie settlers, without
delay, appointed tho Wnxsaw meefing house as a place of
rendezvous, that they might the better ooUec-i their scjit-

tered strength, and concert some system of operations.

About forty of tiiem had accordingly assembled at this

poiaf, when the enemy .ipproaclied, keeping the torie^,

who were dressed in the common ^»nrh of the country, in

fi'ont, whei'cby thjis Uttiy baud of patriuts wero completely


